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Distractions:  flies at a picnic… loud music when you are sleeping… tv on when you are trying to study… 

1Co 7:35c …attend upon the Lord without distraction.

2 Tim 2:4a  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life;… 

Matt 6:24b …Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

Phil 4:6a  Be careful for nothing;…

SO MANY DISTRACTIONS IN LIFE

BASIC NEEDS

Matt 6:24,25 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

Matt 6:31-34 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

It seems that almost all our efforts revolve around making sure that our own and our family’s basic needs are met.  Needs like housing, clothing, schooling, food, vehicle, etc..   These are very important indeed.  We seem to work and work and work just to barely meet these needs.  Seems like almost all of our time and effort revolves around this.  We think and worry about this so much.  We don’t seem to realize that “life” is not suppose to revolve around this.  In fact, we are not even suppose to think about it.  The lost world (Gentiles) spend most of their time thinking on this.  We Christians should be rather focused on the “kingdom of God and His righteousness”.  If we do this then our needs will ‘automatically’ be met.  Why spend so much energy thinking and pursuing meeting 
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your basic needs.  God will take care of these if you spend time seeking Him.

WORLDLY IMPORTANCE

Luke 9:59,60 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead : but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.

Having a loved one die is an horrible event indeed.  The world puts great emphasis on taking care of all the funeral arrangements etc..  It is not bad to do this, except when these so called important matters interfere with serving God.  If someone is dying, then it is important in God’s eyes to help them, pray with them, meet their needs.  But after they are dead, then no more can be done for them.  Thus, God is not being mean here, just trying to use an extreme example of comparing worldly important things with Heavenly important things.  Just because most everyone around says something is important, doesn’t mean that it is.  Nothing is as important as “preaching the kingdom of God”.   What is it that we “first” must go and do before we can serve the Lord more?!  

FAMILY TIES

Luke 9:61,62 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

We will do just about anything for our family; our kids; our parents; our brothers or sisters.  We are so attached to them.  When it is time to leave them for a while, there is great remorse.  This is not really a bad thing.  The problem is when our devotion to parents, kids, etc., is so strong that it delays us in serving the Lord.  The last part of vs 62 shows that once we start serving God, it is possible for us to “look” back at the family that we are pulling away from and want to go back to them, at least just for a while.  There seems to always be some “first” thing that we have to do before we can really get serious about serving the Lord!  Are you “fit for the kingdom of God”?!
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PLEASING OTHERS

1 Cor 7:32,33,35 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife.      And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction.

With a spouse, we have a responsibility, and usually a strong compulsion, to please them.  Meeting their needs should become a high piority for us.  Lots of time needs to be allotted for just simply communicating with them;  time is usually set aside for doing nice things for them;  a wife has increased time spent tending to the husband: food, clothing, house cleaning, etc..  A husband has increased time spent earning money to cover the wife’s needs/wants.  They are devoted to meeting each other’s needs and wants.  They will do just about anything for each other!  What about the Lord though?!

There are others we try and please besides our spouses.  Probably the second most important person in our lives are our bosses.  Employment is a necessity, for without it we have no way of paying for our basic needs.  How many hours do we “need” to work in order to survive?  That should be the guideline here, but it usually isn’t.  Bosses require a lot from their employees.  We try very hard to please them.  We want to show them that we are devoted to the job, with the hope that they will render reward for this.  We stay late when they ask.  We come in on our day off when they ask.  We work many hours a week beyond what we really need to in order to please them.  So devoted to “work”, to the “boss”, to the “paycheck”!   What about the Lord though?!

BUSYNESS

Luke 10:40-42 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.
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Our lives are so busy.  Going here and going there.  Job…school…shopping…sports…yardwork…hobbies…housework…hygiene… entertainment…etc..   Often we don’t seem to have time to even eat (fast food, microwave).  Americans are busy people.  We are Marthas; cumbered about with much serving/working/doing.  We are “careful and troubled about many things”.  We can even be too busy with serving within the church.  Our busyness may seem somewhat important and needful.  But “one thing is needful” according to the Lord;  that is “that good part” of ‘attending to the Lord’s needs’.  Whose needs are more needful?!   These encumberants need to take second place.  Stop being so careful and troubled and cumbered with all your ‘busyness’ Martha!

PLEASURE SEEKING

Luke 8:14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.

“Get all you can out of life” seems to be the American motto.  We are pleasure seekers.  Probably our real motivation for all that we do is the hope of getting some pleasure directly or indirectly from it.  We work for the weekend.  We plan and plan for our vacations.  We save for retirement.  Great attention and effort at getting that little pleasure out of life.   We get home from work or school and all we want to do is kick back and relax.  “What’s on tv”, or “let’s go get a video”, or “let’s go out to eat”, etc..  We are being choked by these thorny pleasures.  Our life is not for pleasure seeking, but for the Lord.  True pleasure comes from attending to the needs of the Lord.  This is what we should seek!  Get the thorns out of your life!

There are so many distractions out there:  trying hard to meet our basic needs, focusing on that which is important in society’s eyes, strong family ties, seeking to please others, busyness, and pleasure seeking.  We are constantly being distracted from the Lord.  Praise the Lord that hopefully we aren’t distracted on the Lord’s Day!  But, sadly, many of us seem to keep having distractions come up that keep us from keeping this day special for the Lord.  We say “oh He will understand”…oh does He?  
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GET RID OF THE DISTRACTIONS

Phil 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

Quit being so full of care for the things in your life.  Pray with a thankful heart to God and ask Him to help you get rid of and deal with the distractions that keep plagueing you.

2 Tim 2:3-4 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

It is a battle out there.  You are losing it.  Get rid of these entanglements…distractions.  Don’t concentrate on pleasing yourself, or even others…but rather on pleasing Jesus Christ

Matt 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

At any given situation, you are either serving God, or you are serving the things of this life…and ultimately the Devil.  How much time do you really spend actually serving God anyways?!

Lk 10:42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.

Be like Mary; there is one needful thing to do at any given moment, and the Lord will show you what that is.  Choose the good part and you will be rewarded.  Anything else is just a waste.

Luke 5:27-28 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, Follow me. And he left all, rose up, and followed him.

Luke 5:10-11 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him.

The disciples immediately forsook all distractions and entanglements and followed Jesus.  Why don’t you do the same?!
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