THE DEVIL IS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF US

2 Cor 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

We are in a battle whether you want to be or not.  Most of us are generally unaware of this minute by minute throughout each day.  The Devil (and devils) are constantly looking for any opportunity to gain an advantage over us in this battle.  It usually isn’t too hard for him, sad to say.  We are ignorant of his ways.  We aren’t even paying attention.  Our normal life is thought to be a life living for God, when in reality it is a life being taken advantage of by the Devil.  He looks for areas to take advantage of us in:  love of money, lust, pride, vanity, anger, bitterness, rebellion, lack of spirituality, laziness, etc..  
Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!
1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

Our adversary is not the government, the world system, our job, our creditors, the communists, etc..  It is only one entity, the Devil…and his minions.  He is roaring: showing his anger, and trying to scare us.  He is a lion:  the most feared of all animals;  very strong; a killer.   He is seeking:  looking for a weak and isolated prey.   His goal is to devour:  not just a little nip on the ankle, but to totally tear you limb from limb and eat you to the bone!
Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

He has a whole arsenal of weaponry.  It is not just one weapon;  you never know which he will pull out and use on you.  You are going to have to be prepared in order to even simply remain standing in this intense battle.  One of his wiles is for you not to be aware of his wiles.

Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!
Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

The Devil cannot possess a Christian; but he sure can oppress us!  Some of us seem to be under oppression 24/7 with no signs of him letting up.  It kind of is our life story.  We are always under a ‘dark cloud’;  we feel weighed down;  constantly burdened, bummed, and bothered;  he seems to always be hanging around, never ‘leaving for a season’.  I think that the Christian who is most oppressed is the one who is struggling a lot, but actually is desiring to do some great things for God.  The Devil realizes this and can somewhat easily keep you down…but he always needs to be around so as not to let you have the advantage again.  A seeming constant losing battle at everything you try to do for God.  

Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!
2 Tim 2:26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Some get so weak that they are literally ‘puddy’ in his hands.  They are held ‘captive’ in his prison cell for most of their lives.  They never can seem to break out of the bondage.  He can have his way with you without much trouble at all.  You have become his chained slave.  Sad to say, most who are this way don’t even realize it!
Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!

Zech 3:1 And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.

The Devil’s number one target is probably Baptist pastors.  He will have his devils stand right next to these men of God.  They aren’t flying around the area…no, they are right next to them;  ready to attack at any minute.  Always trying to resist the spiritual progress of the pastor personally, and with the Church.  Other key men (and women) will be looked at by his generals and decided on placing a devil or two to stand right by them also, to resist them in anything that they try to do for God.  It’s easy to sit on the sidelines;  it is rough out there on the playing field!
Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!

1 Thess 2:18 Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.

He desperately wants to get you to give up, to hold you back, to simply slow you down…anything at all to hinder you in serving the Lord.  He will use car problems, health issues, extra work, laziness, extended recreation activities, worries, obsessions, pleasure seeking, etc..
Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!
2 Cor 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

He is the great counterfeiter of God.  Anything that is good, he tries to come up with something counterfeit.  It looks good, but when examined in the light of Scripture, it is a lie and wicked.  He tricks us in the rhealm of Churches, doctrines, Bibles, music, standards, so-called “legalism”, sign gifts, church growth methods, extra biblical information, etc..  Don’t be so easily duped.  Examin what you are doing, what you are involved with, what you read, what you listen to, what you believe.  He keeps millions of Christians all messed up in this area.  At the end, he will appear this way as the AntiChrist.
Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!

2 Cor 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

The Devil is the father of lies.  Everything he doesn is based on a lie.  His lies are sneaky though.  He wants to sneak into your life and slowly take over it, piece by piece.  He usually doesn’t attack like most of us think he would: i.e. like a scary monster coming at us with fangs showing and claws a scratching!  No, he comes at us so slow that we don’t even realize it until it is too late.  Look at the example of the snake slowly moving towards and coiling around a rabbit.  The rabbit is afraid of snakes but because of the slowness, it doesn’t pay much attention, and then all of a sudden the rabbit is strangled, crushed, and devoured!

Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!

2 Cor 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

His ultimate evil is to blind us of the truth;  especially the gospel.  If he can keep one blinded from this truth, then it really doesn’t matter, for they can never do anything pleasing for God.  He does not want people saved.  He also will blind saved people of the truths of the Bible.  Has he blinded you?  How would you know?  You have to investigate to see if you are blinded at all.  Get a vision test through careful examination by the Word of God.
Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!

1 Thess 3:5 For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain.

God never tempts us; it is all from the Devil.  He puts the thoughts in your mind;  he sets up the situation;  he tries to get you into the trap;  he wants you to give in…and enjoy.  There are so many areas to be tempted in these days.  Each of us is struggling with a sin that doth so easily beset us.  He knows very well what that one is and will keep tempting you there.

Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!

2 Cor 12:7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.

Sometimes we have a thorn in the flesh that no matter how long and hard we try to get rid of it, it never leaves.  Usually this thorn is in the form of an illness, or condition.  For Paul it was probably poor eyesight, or at least an eye disorder.  In these instances we have to learn to rely on God’s strength and not our own.  But, the Devil keeps most of us weak and spiritually going nowhere.  Your health may slow you down physically, but don’t let it slow you down spiritually.

Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!

Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:

Some of us are in Simon’s shoes right now.  The Devil desires to have you, to sift you as wheat!  Maybe only a few of us are picked out by the Devil to be destroyed.  Is he focused on you?  Are you important enough for him to have great desire to have you?!  Those of us who try to do great things for our Lord will end up no better than Peter here.  What are you going to do when he tries to sift you…to destroy you…to get you to give up???
Why do you keep on letting the Devil take advantage of you?!
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