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Christians have a big problem.  They lack motivation to follow the Lord.  Jesus Christ knew this and has put in place a great motivator…the Millenial Kingdom.  Let’s just take a brief look at this motivator.

Clearly Jesus Christ will render to everyone of us according to our good works.

***Ps 62:12 Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work.

***Prov 24:12 If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy 
       soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his works?

***Eph 6:8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
       free.

***2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
       according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
***Rev 22:12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

Now, let’s look at the Bible account of how Jesus Christ motivated His disciples to do great things for Him.  It really was quite simple. Jesus Christ was soon to leave this beginning Church and He wanted to make sure that they were going to be motivated enough to continue on with what He had commanded them.  So far, they hadn’t done anything very impressive and were basically doubting, confused, and contentious.  It didn’t look to good for the future of the world with these 12 in charge of it.  So, Jesus Christ had to give them a motivation that would without a doubt work.  Here is the account of this plan of His in Mt 16, 17 and then another one in Lk 22 and Mt 19.
Matt 16:13-17:7 (also see Mk 8:31-9:2)
When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?    He was trying to get them to commit to Him as the Christ.   And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.   And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. He gave Peter great complement and motivation.  There would be great power for this Church which he would pastor.   Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.  He had to get them to realize who He was and what it was that He came to the Earth for.  This would be the basis for their preaching in the future.     Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.  But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.   Peter blew it big time.  He was focused on temporal and not the eternal.  It still did not look good for the future of the world.     Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. Jesus Christ is coming back and will have great power and authority.  He will delegate this power and authority out to His followers.     Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.  This leads into and explains the next passage of Scripture.
Matthew 17:1  And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.  And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.  While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.  And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid.

Peter, James, and John, the 3 apostles closest to Jesus Christ, were fully dumbfounded at this incredible event.  We can ask ourselves, “why did Jesus Christ do this?”  There had to be an important reason for what He did and when He did it.  The reason was to motivate these 3 key men to follow His plan for them.  They were motivated by seeing what great power Christ has and that this power will be shared with them (Lk 22).  We don’t need to see Christ transfigured to get motivated.  We just need to realize that we have a similar power given to us.  We have great authority here on Earth.  And, He is coming again to reward us.
Later, Jesus Christ tried to motivate His apostles again.  They were bickering and were not focused on His plan at all.  He had to get these guys further motivated.  It wasn’t enough yet to get the job done.  What could He do to for sure get them fixated to completing His plan.  First, let’s look at a passage explaining that there was a desire for some reward for all their hard work.  It fell right in line with Christ’s motivational strategy:
Matt 20:20-28 Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able. And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.  And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

A little later Christ uses their contention here to give them what they needed to go on for Him after He left them, and continue with the plan to witness, build the Church, and start other Churches (Mt 28).  Here they are at the first Lord’s Supper:

Luke 22:19-34 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you. But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the table. And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed! And they began to inquire among themselves, which of them it was that should do this thing.  This was a time of unifying the Church, yet there was a betrayer amongst them.  Christ had to get him out of there, so He dismissed him.  Arguing started amongst the rest on who it was that would do such a thing.  This was just a few hours before the Lord would be led away captive and eventually put on the cross.  This was indeed a critical time.  He had to get His motivation out now.     And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest. And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.  Again, they were all bickering amongst themselves.  They were wanting some great thing for the future and Christ was going to now tell them of it.  He had to first set it straight about their error in thinking.  They were still thinking in the flesh.    Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations. And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  There it is!  This is the final motivator for them.  This one would indeed work.  After they had bickered about who would be top dog, they were all forever quieted when they found out each of them (the 12) would be ruling together, equally, over Israel.  Wow!  That made them quite content.  But, would they remember all this?... And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.

Peter, who would be the leader once Jesus Christ was gone, had a big fall ahead of him.  He would fail miserably.  But Christ knew that he would bounce back, so He encouraged him about it.  Peter remembered His words after he denied Him and then got back on track.

These 12 were now fixated on this future promotion in the Millenial Kingdom.  This is what they needed to hear to get them going right, strong, and consistant.

This directly applies to other Christians as well.  A sister passage in Mt 19 explains this:

Matt 19:27-30 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.

The 12 had their positions, but there is a promise for others.  “Everyone” who forsakes things in their life that hold them back from serving Christ, will get 100 times a reward for it.  It is referenced as a position in the kingdom in verse 30.
Jesus Christ knew that these 12 would need great motivation to finish all He had for them to do.  We are no different than they are.  He knows that we need (sad to say) motivation also in order to finish the work.  Their work was, and is, the same as ours.  It was more critical for them for there was only one Church at that time.
God promises us today that we will have reward in Heaven.  Part of this reward can be the possibility of reigning with Jesus Christ in the Millenial Kingdom.  Let’s examine some Scriptures dealing with this.

Rom 2:6,10,11 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: …glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: For there is no respect of persons with God.

Christians are promised the possibility of a position of glory and honour depending upon their good deeds.  We learned earlier that we will all be judged, and this judgement is based on our good works.  Obviously, those with more good works will gain more because of it.  Get motivated Christian!

1 Cor 6:1-3 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints? Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?

“The saints” shall indeed judge the world.  It may not be every saint, but in general this statement is true.  This involves a position for them of great authority.  Many of us also will be judgeing the fallen angels.  Wow!  But, remember, this is put here to motivate those at the Church in Corinth to do right.  A wicked, carnal Christian will not be reigning with Christ…this is not consistant with New Testament Scripture.  So, if you want these positions you need to aspire to them, just like the apostles.  Judas didn’t make it though.
Rev 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:

Overcoming evil and being faithful to the end in following the commands of Christ to His churches will give the Christian “power over the nations”.   Do you want to be a “nobody” in the Millenium, or to be a noted ruler with Jesus Christ?!  Get doing what it is that Christ commanded us, and be faithful to the end with it.  Don’t give up!
Mt 16:24 …If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

This is out of the passage dealing with Christ coming back in power to reward everyone.  It is key to deny your flesh.  Don’t expect anything if you are constantly giving in to the flesh.

Mt 20:26,27 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:

Lk 22:26  But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.

If you want to be great in Christ’s kingdom here on Earth, you will need to minister/serve others here on Earth.  This is done through your Baptist Church.  Get busy serving others.  The ultimate service position is the Pastorate.
2 Tim 2:11-12 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us.

A key to reigning with Christ is suffering for Him.  The Baptists of old will definitely be happy about this fact.  Are you willing to suffer for Him?  If you want to reign then you may need to suffer some.
Lk 22:28,29  Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations.  And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me;
A key to the 12 getting their primo positions was that they continued following Jesus Christ despite trials and tribulations

Mt 19:27 … we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore

When you have done this, feel free to be bold and ask the Lord what He has for you.  If you indeed forsake all, suffer for Christ, remain faithful, do good works, and follow His commands for you through your Church, you will indeed fair similarly to the apostles.  
Do you want to be close to Jesus Christ in the Millenium?  Your only hope of this is in obtaining a high position of service their.  The closest will be King David and the 12 apostles.  Where will you be?  Will you be shoveling dung in a barn, or will you be reigning over an entire nation?!  It’s totally up to you.  Christ has given you the motivation to get there; will you take it?!   Get motivated Christian!  Get busy for the Lord!
