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What is important to you? What do you spend most of your time thinking about? What do you spend most of your time doing? What are you focused on in life?

Possible answers:  job/career, what you’re going to do with your free time, recreation/vacation, having fun, what to buy with the money you have, tv/movies/video games, improving your looks, relaxation/ taking it easy, health, interests / hobbies, solving predicaments, etc.

What is the main reason that this/these is important to you?  Satisfies self:  more money, fame, status, decrease stress, excitement, etc.

What should be important to you; what should you spend most of your time thinking about and doing; what should you be focused on in life????

God:  the will of the Lord Jesus Christ’s (basically the teachings of the Bible); souls for the Savior; service in your church; strengthening yourself spiritually;  personal holiness; etc.

2 Tim 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Got to know what to ‘fight’ for, what your ‘course’ is, and what the ‘faith’ is.  
The big distractions

1 John 2:15-17 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh(a), and the lust of the eyes(b), and the pride of life(c), is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
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(a) things that make the flesh feel good: food, comfortable surroundings, drugs, sensuality

(b) things that are pleasant to the eyes that cause you to then want them: cars, opposite gender, clothing, toys

(c) concern for others being impressed by you: your looks, your status, your money, your things
What you should be looking at

Heb 12:1-2 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us(a), and let us run with patience(b) the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus(c) the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
(a) as you go for the ‘gold’ you must get rid of things that will slow you down: the burden of sin
(b) you’ve got a long life ahead of you; you are going to need patience and endurance

(c) the main focus must be on Jesus Christ; on everything about Him; it’s all found in the Word of God 

2 Cor 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen(a), but at the things which are not seen(b): for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
(a) get your physical eyes off of all the stuff you want, off of your looks, off of your trials, etc
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(b) start looking spiritually;  it’s hard;  you have to look at things in a totally different way
2 Peter 3:11-14 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God(a), wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth(b), wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.
(a) start hasting for, or strongly desiring, Christ’s return for you and His soon Millenial Kingdom

(b) not only that, but later, for a whole new universe…wow!
How to focus on it

Phil 3:13-14 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do(a), forgetting those things which are behind(b), and reaching forth unto those things which are before(c), I press toward(d) the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

(a) what is ‘this one thing’ that you do?  what is this top priority for you?

(b) you’ll be leaving ‘pleasurable’ things;  you’ve got to forget them; that’s the past, this is now

(c) the spiritual goals have to be ‘reached’ for; it takes stretching/effort…you got to try
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(d) push yourself; lean forward towards it; ready, set,……

Prov 4:20-27 My son, attend to(a) my words; incline thine ear(b) unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes(c); keep them in the midst of thine heart(d). For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee. Let thine eyes look right on(e), and let thine eyelids look straight before thee(f). Ponder the path of thy feet(g), and let all thy ways be established(h). Turn not to the right hand nor to the left(i): remove thy foot from evil(j).

(a) be busy about this one thing; focus on it; be there

(b) turn your head in such a way that you can hear perfectly; really “homeing” in on it

(c) a concentrated effort to not let your eyes off of the target; focused in on; in the crosshairs

(d) you actually really strongly desire to do this one thing; passion; commitment

(e) not just glancing at; not casually viewing it; not looking ‘near’ it; but ‘right on’ it!

(f) squinting to block out any other possible distractions

(g) spend some time analyzing where it is that you are really at right now

(h) make the decision to firmly commit to this; don’t be like a ‘fly by night’ business

(i) there are plenty of distractions that could cause you to turn off the road that you are on; don’t turn

(j) if you even take one step in the wrong direction, get it out of there
         WHAT ARE YOU

          LOOKING AT?

     PRIORITIES
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