HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO THE PREACHING/TEACHING?
We are a culture that is so easily offended.  Ethnicity, Gender….

Matt 11:2-3 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?

Matt 11:6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.

We like comfort, stability.

We like to have confidence that we are right and the others are wrong.

No one likes being told that they are wrong.

Rebellion; you dun fell off your horse preacher!  Natural reaction to Nathan’s finger pointing directly at us!

No one likes being told what to do.

Preach the Word, be instant..... 2 Tim 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine

Excuses

That’s just your interpretation.  I see it differently.
Num 16:3 And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?

That may be fine for you , but its just not my cup of tea...

We’ve never done it that way. Isa 55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
That’s just what “he” thinks.  I am close to God and He doesn’t impress on my heart this sort of thing.

Heb 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

Our mind is made up to pursue our worldly endeavours.  Luke 12:18-21 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

Already have made up mind, and aint noone going to change it.

2 Tim 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.

Is it your goal to “win” the battle at any cost?

Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

Not going to conform...or get with the program.  Not a team player.  I have my own religion.

Envy settles in when one is charging ahead with excitement for the Lord, and you are just sitting there.

Prov 27:4 Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?

If I do that it will make me feel uncomfortable.

2 Tim 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

If I do that I will mess it up because I am not good at that sort of thing.

I’m just too busy.

The heart is desperately wicked...

Jer 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
Beware of a slowly hardening of the arteries (and heart).

Mark 6:50-52 For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered. For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened.

Could you get saved right now?!  AKA “Are you willing to repent right now?”
Matt 19:20-22 The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

Put on Put off    focus on putting off

Eph 4:22-24 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Tear down those walls....stop putting new ones up.

The sin which doth so easily beset you.

Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

Take the next big step.  Don’t figure your ‘just fine’ right where you are.
1 Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

What’s your goal this week, this month, this year   spiritually?!  Most have no specific goal.
Well done... Matt 25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
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