PREACHING IS INCREDIBLE

“ALMOST THOU PERSUADEST ME…”

Acts 26

1 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself:

2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews:

3 Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently.      When you come to the services patiently hear the preaching.     “…among the Christians.”

     EXPERTS:  The Bible is fairly well known amongst Americans.   Churches on every corner.  “I’ve read thru the Bible”.  I’m a Christian.  
     I’m a good person.

4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

     FUNDAMENTALISM:  Independent Fundamental Kjonly Baptists are the straightes Christian “sect”.

     TESTIMONY:  How have I behaved myself?  Do I care about you?  Am I trying to help you?  Stand for what is right and don’t budge.  

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers:

     JUDGED:  Those that don’t like what is preached typically will judge the preacher and the church.  People are constantly critiqueing you.      

     Fundamentalists are judged a lot:  KJV only;  strict ordinances;  salvation can’t be earned or lost;  separated; soulwinning…

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.

8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?

     INCREDIBLE:  Why is what we preach so hard to believe?!     “that”: there is only 1 church that Christ started;  that there is a Bible 
     in English without any errors;  that separation from the world is important to God;  that only the Lord’s churches have authority to baptize;  
     that the sign gifts have passed away;  that music should be holy;  etc.

9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.

11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.

12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests,

13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.

14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

     REFUSING:  When you resist what God is clearly saying, you are actually resisting God.  Quit kicking against what God is pricking you 
     with.

15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.

16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

     OPEN YOUR EYES: The preacher is trying to open your eyes to the truth;  from the darkness of man’s reasoning and religions’ dogmas 
     to the glorious light of the Bible.  There is Satanic power controlling you!   You need to ask for forgiveness of your sins.  You need to be 
     sanctified.

19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:

     PREACH THE WORD:  The preacher must not be disobedient to what God has shown him each time he prepares to preach to the people 
     of God.

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

     REPENT:  The message focus needs to be repentance:  and not just that, but bringing forth works meet for it.

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me
     TROUBLEMAKERS:  Some of you get mad and try to kill the church or the ministry here.

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.

24 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.

     MADNESS:  When you don’t agree or like something that is said or that the church stands for, you might resort to calling myself or the church “crazy”.

25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.

     THE TRUTH:  But, we speak forth the words of the Bible, the inerrant, preserved Word of God.

26 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner.

     NO SECRETS:  We are not trying to hide anything here at our church.  We preach and teach the whole counsel of God very openly.  We 
     are not the only ones with this type of stand.

27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.

     BELIEVE IT?:  Do you believe the Bible?!  I know that you believe that you do, but do you really believe it?!  The Devils believe and 
     tremble!

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian .

     PERSUASION:  “Persuadest”:  preaching is centerred around persuasion.  It needs to be the Holy Spirit and not the not so holy preacher 
     doing it.  No matter how much persuading is done, it still will take a willing, sensative, truth desiring, wanting to please God type of heart.

     Some of you get so close to being what God is wanting you to be, but, you just don’t give in to it….

     “Almost thou persuadest me to be a”:

     Christian – King Agrippa apparently never believed and is in Hell right now.  

     Regular attender – you know it’s good and right to do, but you are “just too busy”,etc.
     Member – “but” I would have to be baptized….or I would have to give up this or that….or I would have to be ‘faithful’, etc.

     Worker – “but” I don’t know very much…or I don’t like kids….or I am too busy….or I am afraid, etc.

     Tither – “but” I might not be able to pay my bills….or I wouldn’t have all that nice spending money, etc.

     Soulwinner – “but” I don’t know how to….or I am afraid to….or I think there is a better way, etc.

     Trained teacher – “but” I haven’t been in school for years…or I don’t have the time…or it is just not my style, etc.

     Godly example – “but” I enjoy my sin too much….or I am too weak….or I don’t believe in following a bunch of rules, etc.

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.

30 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them:

31 And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds.

32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar.
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