PRAYER PROBLEMS
Why aren’t your prayers being answered?           
Wilfully Wicked








                  
1 John 3:22  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

The opposite of this is if you are doing things that are not pleasing in His sight then whatsoever we ask we won’t receive of Him, because we don’t keep His commandments.  Wonder why you don’t have any prayers seemingly answered as you have prayed them?  Are you pleasing the Lord?!
Jer. 5:25  Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you.
God wants to bless His children as does any loving father.  But, your sins withhold these blessings.  You keep asking for ‘good things’ to happen, but they don’t…well, your sins have withholden them from you.
Prov. 15:29  The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.
The meaning of this is that the Lord is near and thus can hear the righteous, but is far from and thus cannot hear the wicked.  When you are living a wicked life, the Lord is far from you.  Basically, you are all on your own.  Yell as you want, He is too far away to hear you.  The solution is simply to do right, and He will be near enough to hear you.
Isa. 59:1-2 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
Micah 3:4  Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but he will not hear them: he will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in their doings.
I Pet. 3:12  For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

Psa. 34:15-17  The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

Your sins have separated fellowship between you and your God;  you have behaved yourself ill in your doings;  you keep doing evil.  God Almighty actually hides His face from you when you attempt to reach His throne in prayer.  Picture this!  He is intensely adamant to not hear you and to make it obvious.  
Psa. 66:18  If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

This is the final, end all argument statement from God concerning sin and your prayer.  David was a saved man here.  Regarding is knowing that it is there;  you can claim this promise if you have unconfessed/unrepented sin in your life.

Basically, the Lord does not “hear” anything that you say…it is pointless.  Don’t bother praying to Him until this is resolved.

Not Heeding the Preaching
Prov. 28:9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.
When the preaching begins your sleeping begins.  Most come to the services not for the preaching.  When it starts they just tune it out.  If you don’t like what you hear, then you just stop listening.  The real teaching is not so much the physical ‘ear’, but the spiritual ear:   you can hear it again and again, but you aren’t planning to ever go along with it.  God rates the prayer from this type of Christian as an abomination…that is about as bad as it gets!
Prov 1:28-29 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:

So many Christians have “chosen” to not fear the Lord and to not want to learn from the Bible.  They have no real desire for the things of the Bible.  They actually have grown to strongly dislike (even hate) the teaching and preaching times at the Church services.  These folk call unto God for help…but they get absolutely no answer!  If you have no desire for the things of God, then you can expect God to have basically no desire for the things of “you”…that which is dear to you.
Zech. 7:12-13   Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the 
LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts. Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts:
The preachers that you had as a child, the ones that you had as a young adult, and the one you have now continue to beg, plead, and even cry out for you to change…yet you would not hear;  so, when you beg, plead, and even cry out to the Lord of hosts, He in turn will not hear.  God has ordained men of God to preach the Word for edifying and perfecting the saints.  At least 3 times a week they cry out to you…week after week, month after month, year after year!  How long have you been crying out to God for?.......maybe there’s a connection here.
Faltering Faith

James 1:6-7 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.
I Tim. 2:8  I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.
Matt. 21:22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.
Heb. 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
When we ask God for something, we must do it “in faith”;  that means that we have faith that He can and will indeed answer it as we have requested it.  With no doubting at all…no wishy washiness.  You need to be positively sure that this is in accordance with His will.  If you aren’t then “let not that man think he shall receive any thing of the Lord”!  Without this “faith” then you are not pleasing God, and not pleasing means not getting.  Your lacking makes Him lacking.  A wise guideline to follow is to phrase our requests somewhat generally, so that it is agreeable with God.  The more specific you get, the more you may doubt; e.g. asking Him to give you a raise at work might be too specific…better might be to ask Him to help you financially do better (better pay, less bills, less things breaking down, etc).  It is ok to ask specifically, just make sure you are real sure this is God’s will.  He specifically wants every saved, baptized, and serving hard in one of His churches…these prayers will get answered much more than praying for something less sure, like getting a raise.  He rewards them that diligently seek His will and thus understand it and has faith without doubting.
Many have this “name it and claim it” mentality with prayers.  This is just fine if you are asking in perfect harmony with His will, and if you are not doubting at all;  these folk get what they pray for.  But, most take verses like Matt 21:22 to show that you just simply got to believe and anything is possible.  The apostles had this power, but we don’t.  They could pray for mountains to be moved, and have it happen; we cannot.  Miracles can’t be demanded nowadays (though every charismatic would scorn us for this).  We have the complete Revelation of God to man without error, and we can simply read it and surely know what is and what is not God’s will.  Back then they had only the Old Testament; and God was “confirming His (new) Word with signs and wonders following”.  “See it, Believe it, Receive it”.
Asking Amiss

James 4:3, "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts."

You keep asking and asking, yet you receive not…why?  Because you ask “amiss” – you ask “wrongly”.  You ask so ‘you’ can benefit from it.  It is not a spiritual desire but a fleshly one.  Just think how many things you ask for in a week that are totally based upon fleshly desire!  More money so you can have more financial freedom so you can basically buy more things;  better health so you can feel better;  a new house so you can live more comfortably;  a better car so you can drive more in style;  etc, etc.  The main goals with these prayers is you , you , you.  There is a way to change these prayers to make them at least possibly acceptable to God.  Simply have as the main goal of them a spiritual betterment; i.e. more money so you can give more to the Lord’s work here; or a better car so you can pick up more kids for Sunday School, or a better job so you can work a bit less and devote more time and energy into the Lord’s work here.  God would tend to answer the latter prayers vice the former.  What we ask must be based on something that makes God benefit from it.  He is a Jealous God.  Of course, anything that benefits Him sure benefits us a bunch too.  Stop praying for your fleshly “wants” and change them to praying for spiritual betterments for the kingdom of God.  If ye ask for these, ye shall indeed receive them.
Psa. 145:18 The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.

John 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
I John 5:14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:
Furthermore, our requests must be based on truth…the truth only found in the Holy Scriptures (Ps 145:18).  This way we won’t have “faltering faith” and will also not be “asking amiss”.  What we ask must be based on the “name” of Jesus Christ; meaning His whole character, everything about Him, His very nature…His will (Jn 14:13).  His will is to do the will of His Father.  It is not simply attaching “in Jesus’ name” at the end of a prayer and figure you added the ‘magic formula’ to your prayer and will get what you want.  We will get “confidence” from asking according to His will so that we won’t have ‘faltering faith’ and won’t be ‘asking amiss’ (1Jn 5:14).  He will indeed “hear” you if it is in accordance with His will.  How do we know what His will is?  It is all found in the pages of our pure, infallable, inerrant, Word of God…the King James Version Bible!  If you see it there, then you just need to believe it and ask for it and then He hears it and will grant it…no doubt about it!
Messed up Marriage

I Pet. 3:7, "Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.  This is an isolated truth of why your prayers may be “hindered”.  The context of this section of Scripture is each of the two following their part according to verses 1-7.  This means wives are humble, modest, in subjection to their own husbands; and husbands learn to understand their wives and show deferrance and respect to them (honour).  If either are not doing this then there is a very good possibility that your prayers are hindered.  I believe it means that the prayers will most definitely be hindered.  Not just prayers that you both pray together, but also your private prayers individually.  “Hindered” means that they are blocked...basically they are stopped from going to the Father.  They aren’t just slowed down, no, they are stopped, hindered from getting to Him.  Get right with your spouse so you can be right with the Father.  If you are not on good speaking grounds with your spouse, then you are not either with the Lord!
Forgoing Forgiving

Mark 11:25-26 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.
Matt. 6:15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
Matt. 5:23-24  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
Eph. 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.
Col. 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.
Matt 18:34-35 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors , till he should pay all that was due unto him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.

When you go to pray, make sure that any one that you have “ought” against, you forgive first, before going to the Father to ask forgiveness (Mk 11:25).  If you choose not to forgive someone who has wronged you, then you Father in heaven will NOT forgive you where you have wronged Him; you can be for sure on that (Mk 11:26, Mt 6:15).  Whether it is a small little infraction or an horrible offense, they must be forgiven.  Not just by saying it verbally, but in your heart truly forgiving them and holding nothing against them from that time forth.  It is not contingent on them making things right and coming before you sorrowful;  it is contingent on you simply letting go and forgiving them.  God has forgiven you of woeful wickedness, so why can’t you forgive them...neither is really deserving.  Once you have forgiven them you are expected to be kind to them, showing that they are indeed forgiven (Eph 4:32).  But, if you choose not to forgive someone, not only will your prayers for forgiveness be unanswered, but you will be delivered over to the “tormentors” (Mt 18:34,35).  These “tormentors” may be in the form of devils sent by God to bother you, to cause trouble to you, to literally torment you.  This may be why you have so many awful trials in your life!  Why don’t you just forgive them and get these dark clouds away from you?!
Get some Confidence and Boldness
1 John 5:13-15 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
God wants you to come before Him in confidence and even boldness.  We typically cannot.  We are “willfuly wicked”, we aren’t heeding the preaching, we have “faltering faith”, we “ask amiss”, we have a “messed up marriage”, we “forgoe forgiving”.  Any one of these is enough in itself to cause the Father not even to hear our prayers.  Just think if we have several, or even all of these going on!  Get rid of every one of these and then go and pray.  If you take care of these, I guarantee you by the Word of God that you will indeed have great confidence and great boldness as you go before the presence of the throne of grace!  If you ask in accordance with His will you will indeed have whatsoever you ask for!  Why not actually have God hear your prayers for once??!!!
Pastor David Warner

Faithful Baptist Church

Omak,Washington

