WHAT MANNER OF PRAYER DO YOU FOLLOW?
According to Matthew

HYPOCRITE’S PRAYER

Matt 6:5-6 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  Some folks only time of praying seems to be when they are at Church services.  They typically are so eager to be the “one” that prays.  Their prayer is more one of preaching to the members than talking to God.  It is their ‘soap box’ time. These folk are nothing more than the phariseeical hypocrites that the Lord Jesus Christ disdained.  It is ok and good to pray in public, but it needs to be a special request on behalf of all the members to the One True and Mighty God that can meet our needs.  It is an awesome responsibility to pray on behalf of the members.  Spurgeon said that he would rather be the one responsible for the ‘closing prayer’ than the one preaching the sermon.  Thus, be very careful when you pray in public.  The real focus should be on our praying ‘in secret’, all alone.  God hears both types of prayers, but this one seems to be the one most likely to be answered/rewarded.  I don’t believe the word ‘closet’ is a metaphor, but is literal and thus shows that we are to get alone, in private, in secret, even with the door shut just to make sure.  I do think it is good for your family to see you praying though.  It helps set a good example.  So, I would try to pray a little out in the open for your family to see, and then retire to your ‘secret place’.

Matt 23:14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.   “Pretence” means to conceal something that is false.  These rascals would try and further show their feigned spirituality by making their public prayer long and drawn out.  We often judge folk by the length of their prayers.  If they tend to pray a long time then they must be quite spiritual indeed.  Maybe, on the contrary.  Maybe that quiet widow lady who only prays a sentence or two when called on, maybe she is the real spiritual one.  I think it is a sign of maturity to be able to communicate with God for more than a few seconds at a time; but we need to not be so quick to label folk by the length of their prayers.
HEATHEN’S PRAYER

Matt 6:7-8 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.   This prayer is somewhat similar to the Hypocrite’s prayer in that it is “show-offy”, trying to impress someone, this time God.  The ‘heathen’ of that day used ‘incantational’ type prayers; kind of a ‘mantra’ or a special phrase or word that if repeated will grant them their wishes.  The ‘heathen Christians’ of our day do the same: the Catholics will use ‘vain repitions’ as their main source of  “power” and communication with God.  Let’s look into this a bit -
As taken from the official “Catholic Encycolpedia”: "The Church’s devotion to the Blessed Virgin is intrinsic to Christian worship." The Church rightly honours "the Blessed Virgin with special devotion. ..." The liturgical feasts dedicated to the Mother of God and Marian prayer, such as the Rosary, an "epitome of the whole Gospel," express this devotion to the Virgin Mary.”
From the “Rosary-Center.org” website we read:

[image: image1]There are many Rosary organizations.  One of the oldest is The Rosary Confraternity.  “The Rosary Confraternity is a spiritual association (of the Catholic Church), the members of which strive to pray the entire Rosary during the course of each week. They form a union of countless hundreds of thousands of the faithful throughout the world who, along with their own intentions, include the intentions and needs of all its members, while they in turn pray for them.”   This Confraternity is a world-wide movement of prayer entrusted to the Dominican Order by the Holy See more than 500 years ago.
Here is the official “Rosary”:
Make the Sign of the Cross and say the "Apostles' Creed." 

Say the "Our Father." 

Say three "Hail Marys."                                                                                   

Say the "Glory be to the Father." 

Announce the First Mystery; then say the "Our Father." 

Say ten "Hail Marys," while meditating on the Mystery. 

Say the "Glory be to the Father." 

Announce the Second Mystery; then say the "Our Father." Repeat 6 and 7 and continue with Third, Fourth and Fifth Mysteries in the same manner. 


Then after the Rosary recite this:

The demonic apparition that occurred in Portugal in 1917 now known as “Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima” message is very popular now and it holds almost as much “power” as does the “Rosary” itself.  The first of 15 “calls” is this:

 “Pray the Rosary every day in honor of Our Lady of the Rosary to obtain peace in the world . . . for she alone can save it.” (Our Lady—July 13, 1917).

Now, getting back to reality, we should not repeat “catch” phrases, or “popular” prayers, or even repeat the so-called “Lord’s Prayer”.  We should not be like the Charismatic who repeats over and over again “Jesus, Jesus, Oh Jesus, praise Jesus”; swooning and in a hypnotic rhythm the nauseatedly repeat this.  The meaning is appropriate but the style stinketh.  Don’t think that by praying to God that He is going to learn something, or finally find out what it is that you really want.  He already knows it before you even pray it.  You just need to say it.  It is reasonable to continue petitioning Him daily for He may grant the request because of your “importunity”.

HUMBLE’S PRAYER

Pray for your  enemies

Matt 5:44-45 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.   God blesses the wicked, how dare we not.  Vengeance is mine saith the Lord;  He will repay, we won’t.  You may not be pleased with them, but you sure can pray that God will see fit to save their sorry soul.  You don’t have to pray that they win the Lotto, just pray for God to intervene in their life, for His glory.  Most of us don’t even pray for our friends.
Pray for your needs

Matt 7:7-11 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?  Ye have not because ye ask not.  God already knows what you want and need, but He waits for you to ask for it (usually).  He wants to get you into the picture.  What should we ask for?  “Good things”.  The context here is foodstuff, i.e. our daily needs.  Asking for lots of money or to win a baseball game, etc., is not in accordance with this promise.  If we ask for our necessities in life, He will most assuredly give them.  He knows what you “need”, and wants to give it to you.
Pray for Missionaries and souls

Matt 9:38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.  It is good to pray that someone would get saved.  But I think it is better to pray that someone would go to that someone and give them the gospel.  God wants everyone saved.  But not everyone is going to get saved.  He is going to use us to help get the job done.  First, you need to be labouring in this field, and then you can pray for others to join with you.  We desperately need more workers.
Pray with the Church body

Matt 18:19-20 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.  The context here is Jesus Christ, the Pastor, preaching to His Church in Jerusalem and explaining to them that if ‘they’ are ‘gathered together’, i.e. assembled, then what the Church body agrees upon shall be done for them.  Of course, in accordance with His will.  There is special power given to the prayer that is at a Church service that everyone agrees with.  It doesn’t necessarily matter whether the Church body is large, or just 2, it probably has the same power.
Matt 21:21-22 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

The context here may still be in association with the Church body.  Or, it may be individual.  But, I believe it to be a special promise to the apostles.  They were given special “abilities” to perform miracles.  They would of course need to believe and not doubt for them to be accomplished.  If this is true for all of us today, then why aren’t we seeing incredible things?  The premise of this is true though:  “All things” (in accordance with God’s revealed will in Scripture) that we “ask in prayer” (got to ask it) “believing” (here is the tough part; no doubting, totally sure that it is God’s will, supported by Scripture) we “shall receive” (it will indeed happen as we prayed for it).

Pray for yourself

Matt 26:40-41 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.  Peter was the Chief Pastor after Jesus Christ left.  The top man was weak regarding prayer.  Actually, here Jesus Christ just simply wanted him to “watch”.  Folks were coming to take Him prisoner.  We are “sleepy” folk when it comes to prayer.  We tend to say we will but then find ourselves asleep.  Or, we find ourselves drawn away to some silly worldly venture.  It appears that one hour is not considered a long time to be in prayer for here by the Lord.  We need to be in prayer for ourselves, for danger and sin lurks just around the corner.  Be watchful for it, and be in prayer for it.  The Holy Spirit wants you to, but ‘you’ (flesh) do not.
HIS PRAYER (model)
Mt 6:9-13  After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  The following is a very short overview of this prayer model.  This is not Jesus Christ’s prayer, but His instructing the Church folk (disciples) how He wanted them to pray.  He had just warned them how “not” to pray, so now He needed to tell them “how” to pray.  It is in a certain “manner”.  Thus, it is not to be simply memorized and said for every prayer.  It is a guideline, a template, for praying.  A) Begin by specifically addressing the Father;  B) Give praise and honor to Him;  C) Tell Him that you are looking forward to His Son’s return;  D) Acknowledge that it is your desire for His will to be done..vice yours;  E) Ask just for your necessities in life;  F) Forgive others then ask Him to forgive you;  G) Ask for protection from evil;  H) Praise Him again;  I) Close by saying “Amen”, which means I agree with all that was said.
What manner of prayer is yours?  the Hypocrite’s and Heathen’s prayers?  or the Humble’s and His prayers?
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Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 


 





HAIL, HOLY QUEEN, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope! To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary!








“The purpose of the Rosary is to help keep in memory certain principal events or mysteries in the history of our salvation, and to thank and praise God for them. There are twenty mysteries reflected upon in the Rosary, and these are divided into the five � HYPERLINK "http://www.rosary-center.org/joyful.htm" �JOYFUL MYSTERIES�, the five � HYPERLINK "http://www.rosary-center.org/luminous.htm" �LUMINOUS MYSTERIES�, the five � HYPERLINK "http://www.rosary-center.org/sorrow.htm" �SORROWFUL MYSTERIES�, and the five � HYPERLINK "http://www.rosary-center.org/glorious.htm" �GLORIOUS MYSTERIES�.  As suggested by the Holy Father the Joyful mysteries are said on Monday and Saturday, the Luminous on Thursday, the Sorrowful on Tuesday and Friday, and the Glorious on Wednesday and Sunday (with this exception: Sundays of Christmas season - The Joyful; Sundays of Lent - Sorrowful)”.  











