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Webster’s 1828:  “The state of being dedicated, consecrated, or solemnly set apart for a particular purpose.  A solemn attention to God in worship; a yielding of the heart and affections to God, with reverence, faith and piety, in religious duties, particularly in prayer and meditation.”

VERSES

Matt 6:6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

Luke 5:16 And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed.

Luke 22:41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed,

Matt 26:39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

Luke 18:13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

Ps 55:17 Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.
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Acts 10:9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour:

Dan 6:10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

1 Thess 5:17 Pray without ceasing.

Ps 119:58 I intreated thy favour with my whole heart: be merciful unto me according to thy word.

Ps 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

Psalms 40:1 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry .

Ps 141:1 A Psalm of David. LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee.

2 Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Ps 42:1-2

42:1 To the chief Musician, Mas'-chil, for the sons of Ko'rah. As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
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2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?

SPURGEON SAYS

All our libraries and studies are mere emptiness compared with our closets.

The enemies of the Protestant cause dreaded the prayers of John Knox more than they feared armies of ten thousand men.  Knox of ten said “how can a Christian lie in his bed all night and not rise to pray?”

A friend of Spurgeon, Joseph Alleine , would rise constantly at or before four Oclock and would be much troubled if he heard smiths or other craftsmen at their trades before he was at communion with God…saying how often this noise shames me!   From 4 till 8 he spent in prayer and singing.

But how dare we pray in the battle if we have never cried to the Lord while buckling on the armour.

Pray when you pray
DEVOTED?

Do you even have daily devotions to God?!  Much less are you giving devotion to God in them…
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Habit is good, but it’s more than that.

Avoid rituals, rutts, and rigamoral

Are you devoted to God?  Devotions will help greatly with that.

What if God was as devoted to you as you are to Him?

How casual are you in your devotions?

How many distractions are there?

Who are you really talking to when you have devotions?  Yourself?!  How much is God actually being directly focused on?

Does it have priority over just about everything else?  sleep, tv, job, food, family?

Gerard Detoit’s teacher’s habit of leaving at 3:30pm qd to have devotion to God.

HELPS

It’s more than just prayer.

Study the Bible, don’t just skim over it quickly.

Memorize verses: systematic way that works for you.

Praise and thanksgiving time.

Actually speak with God.
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