PURPOSE OF MUSIC
Music was not invented by man after creation.  It was clearly present before creation:  Lucifer was a created being with musical instruments built into his body. (Ez 28:12-14);  The angels sang together at the creation (Job 38:7).  What God created, was created for a “perfect” purpose, and that alone.  He created man for one purpose, that to glorify Him.  He created music for the same; to glorify Him.  In fact, everything that He specifically created was for that sole purpose. It can’t be argued any other way!  TV, computers, drugs, etc, were “created” by man and have maybe a more neutral purpose; but still should attempt to glorify the Creator.  
In every passage of Scripture dealing with music in a “good” way, the teaching is that music is solely for the spirit of man communicating through the Holy Spirit to God the Father (Eph 5:20, 2Ch 5:13,etc).

Some Bible passages on music:
God even sang (Zeph 3:17):  I am sure that He didn’t and wouldn’t sing the latest top 40 song;  that would be totally preposterous!
The Psalms are 150 musical psalms to the praise of God:  The Bible is full of music, and thus it is a very important part of our lives.  Our Church services are filled with 20-50% music!   

Strongly identified with praising God (Ps 150:3-5):  this is the theme of Scripture speaking on music that is considered good.

We are to come before His presence with singing (Ps 100:1,2):  God enjoys His music;  not to come before His presence singing yankee doodle dandee though.

David established the music program for all the nation of Israel  (1Ch 23:5, 2Ch 7:6, 29:26):  this was to be the standard rules for music for God’s people;  this should be applied in basis to us today.
All lands are to praise Him by singing (Ps 66:1,2):  if all of us are to do this, then that sounds like it is a universal plan for music.
We are to sing to each other for edification (Eph 5:18,19; Col 3:16):  music is ultimately to glorify God; and here we learn it does so in the Church service by each singing to the other, for edification of the body.

As long as we live we are to be singing praises to Him (Ps 104:33, 146:2):  if we are constantly singing God’s music, then there would be “no” time really left for any other type of music.
There will be singing in Heaven and the Millennium (Is 14:7; Rv 5:8-10, 14:2,3; 15:2,3): music will be a part of our lives forever.  There of course will be no entertainment styled music in Heaven, wouldn’t you agree.

**note:  there are 7 primary notes in music (7 primary colors, 7 days of the week, etc)

POINT, PRAISE, PREPARE

It is to “point” our minds and hearts to God and away from the world;  to “praise” God by ascribing worth to Him;  and to “prepare” our hardened hearts to receive the Word of God by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Most music today points to the flesh, senses, desires and cravings of man’s wicked heart.  It praises sensuality, sexual freedom, having fun, exciting the body, and rebellion.  It prepares us for flesh controlled passion, ultimately sin.
PEACEFUL, PURE, PECULIAR,PROFITABLE

Music should be “peaceful”, “pure”, “peculiar”, and “profitable”.  If listening to our so-called “godly” music causes discord, stress, unspiritual thoughts, and if the words are not doctrinal sound, then it is far from being “peaceful”.  God’s music is pure, unadulterated, unstained, totally right.  It can’t be 80% godly and 20% worldly.   Godly music is very “peculiar” to the lost, wicked, world.  It should not sound like theirs!  Remove the lyrics from your “godly” music and see if you can tell the difference between what the world listens to.  God created music to be profitable to Him, and to us too.  It stirs the spirit for greater devotion to God.  This is very profiatble to us.  
Music wasn’t created to be POPULAR,PLEASURABLE,PROFANE

MUSIC MENTIONED AS WICKED

The Bible speaks of only two types of music, godly and worldly.  Here are a few instances of worldly, wicked music.
**Israel made their own kind of music when they committed idolatry and immorality (Ex 32:17-10, 25)
**Nebuchadnezzar required ungodly music to be played at his idolatrous festival (Da 3:4-16)

**The wicked make their own kind of music to entertain themselves in their rebellion to God (Job 21:12-14)

**The wicked make their own kind of music in connection with immorality (Is 5:11,12; 24:8,9; Am 6:5,6)

**The rebellious and wicked Babylonian world system loves a certain type of music (Ez 26:13; Rv 18:22)

**Herodius’ daughter danced (with music) to lure the king to do some evil (Mark 6:22)

Music was mentioned as raunchy and wrong way back in time; in 297ad Arnobius wrote: “ …that being of a sacred andaugust race should here practise singing and piping…that they should take the lead in singing I pure songs, and raising the loud din of the castanets, by which another crowd of souls shoud be led in their wantonness to abandon themselves to clumsy motions, to dance and sing, form rings of dancers, and finally, raising their haunches and hips, float along with a tremulous motion of the loins?”

NOT CREATED OR INTENDED FOR ENTERTAINMENT

Most conservative, fundamental Baptists consider their music to be right and godly.  But, much of what they listen to is far from that.  Their biggest error is in understanding that music was and is never intended to be for entertainment.  This is where the Devil maintains an invisible stranglehold on many of today’s otherwise godly Baptists.

Almost all people today consider that the purpose of music is for:  amusement, relaxing, mood setting, breaking the silence and boredom, taking mind off of things, waking up, motivation, partying, dancing, and the ultimate experience of attending a live rock concert.

The only passage in Scripture which even vaguely promotes the purpose of music other than praising and glorifying God is that of David playing his harp to comfort Saul (1Sa 16:15,16,23).  However, this is not for entertainment, encouragement, or emotional stabilization;  it was to get the evil spirits away that were tormenting him.
Just like the use of the “wine” in the Bible, so is “music” used.  It can either be the right kind or the wrong kind.  The context of the passage explains to us which kind is being used.  If evil and immorality is being protrayed, then we logically have to conclude that it is evil music associated with it.  No other kind of music is spoken of in the Bible other than Godly music and worldly music.  There was no “neutral” music.  Today’s elevator musack is intended to be just that, neutral music.  If it doesn’t point to God with its style and words, then it is not of God, and must then be of the world.

Entertainment of the flesh’s sensual cravings is not at all what God intended music to be used for (1Co 6:20, Is 5:11).  
The flesh and the spirit are at odds with each other (Gal 5:17).  Music can’t be for glorifying God “and” entertaining the flesh.

Most of what we Christians listen to is for the sole purpose of entertaining our senses, with a stamp of approval by God put on it by having some spiritually weak lyrics added.
Today, the church is mimicking the world and trying desperately to dry clean or launder the music to make it acceptable for worship. 

With its sensual tones, jungle beat, and night club presentation, this new style worship and praise musick appeals to the flesh rather than to the spirit. It motivates the carnal interest instead of the new nature.  Instead of God honoring psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to build up and edify the believer, church services groan with a relentless voodoo pagan beat  which is purposely aimed at the physical and sensual instead of the spirit and the spiritual.

Music was created for the sole purpose of glorifying God.  It wasn’t created for man to do with it what he willed.  It isn’t a “neutral” entity that can be used as desired by mankind.  It isn’t ours to control.  It is God’s!

VERSES

Ezek 28:12-14

12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.

Job 38:7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Eph 5:18-21

18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

2 Chron 5:13 It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD;

Zeph 3:17 The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

Ps 150:3-6

3 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.

4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.

5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.

6 Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.

Ps 100:1-2

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.

1 Chron 23:5 Moreover four thousand were porters; and four thousand praised the LORD with the instruments which I made, said David, to praise therewith.

2 Chron 7:6 And the priests waited on their offices: the Levites also with instruments of musick of the LORD, which David the king had made to praise the LORD, because his mercy endureth for ever, when David praised by their ministry; and the priests sounded trumpets before them, and all Israel stood.

2 Chron 29:26 And the Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets.

Ps 66:1-2

Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:

2 Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious.

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Ps 104:33 I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.

Ps 146:2 While I live will I praise the LORD: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being.

Isa 14:7 The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing.

Rev 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

Ex 32:17-19

17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp.

18 And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear.

19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.

Ex 32:25 And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their shame among their enemies:)

Dan 3:5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:

Job 21:12-15

12 They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ.

13 They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave.

14 Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways.

15 What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we have, if we pray unto him?

Isa 5:11-12

11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them!

12 And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of his hands.

Isa 24:8-9

8 The mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp ceaseth.

9 They shall not drink wine with a song; strong drink shall be bitter to them that drink it.

Amos 6:5-6

5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of musick, like David;

6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.

Ezek 26:13 And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard.

Rev 18:22 And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee;

Mark 6:22 And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod and them that sat with him, the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee.

1 Sam 16:15-16

15 And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee.

16 Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well.

1 Sam 16:23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.

1 Cor 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

Gal 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
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