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1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord?

Paul gives his credentials here to answer those that had a problem with his authority (3).  When a disagreement comes with the pastor, many times an attack will then be made on his use of his authority; abused, dictator, lording, unwise, uncaring, etc. .  Apostle – the top spiritual position, or rank, here on earth;  they had to have seen Christ.  Free – free from ‘slavery’ where they were basically forced to work via contract;  he was free to pursue what God had for him;  free to not even work outside the ministry;  he was also ‘freeborn’ from Roman service.  Work – Paul apparently started this church.  Paul was showing his authority and their indebtedness to him.

2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord.

Unto others – a ‘sent one’ ; maybe he didn’t start every church, but definitely this one. He is ‘their’ apostle.  Seal – proof, authoritative stamp, of being an apostle;  i.e. starting a church, or churches.  

3 Mine answer to them that do examine me is this,

There were some that didn’t think much of Paul.  Previously they were saying “I am of Apollos”, etc..  Paul was too rigid and fundamental for them I guess.  They said he wasn’t an apostle:  remember how it was when he just became a Christian – rejected.  They were afraid of him still;  Pharisees still after him.  They didn’t think he was worthy of financial support, etc..   Pastors are always under ‘examination’, scrutiny, from someone in the congregation.

4 Have we not power to eat and to drink?

Power – authority, right, priveledge from rank..  Paul goes into basically 5 areas that he has priveledge in because of his position:  1) food  2) 

family support  and 3) non-minstry work exemption.  Eat and drink – shouldn’t an apostle’s (missionary’s) food and drink be provided, paid for?!  This would be the bare necessitiy in life for sure.

5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?

The teaching here seems to be (see “Barnes Notes”) that the apostles typically were married (wife) and that their wives were Christians (sister).  The other apostles were married and took with them and led their wives.  Also, James, Joses, Simon, and Judas, the brethren of the Lord, were also ministers and had with them their wives.  As well as did Cephas (Peter).  This proves that if Peter was the first pope, then popes can marry!  Paul apparently was no longer married (widower) and the ‘examiners’ were upset with this, 
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and maybe thought him to be unqualified for the ministry.  Inherent in their argument is financial support of the minister’s family also (at least wife).

6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working?

Paul and Barnabus were tentmakers and the gainsayers thought that they should use their skills to support themselves.   Shouldn’t they have the rite (power) to not work beyond the ministry?  Working – Don’t apostles and missionaries have reason by their position to abstain from these carnal pursuits?  Their time could be much better spent starting churches, training leaders, and reaching the lost, instead of working 8-5 at McDonalds!  A major statement here might be that Missionaries, by reason of their position and job, should very well ‘forbear working’ in order to better serve the Lord;  yet, most have to work in order to survive.  Why?  Churches are not giving enough money to Missions!

7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a 

flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?

Here is a list of 5 aspects in a Missionary’s ministry:  1) warfare  2) church planting  3) feeding the flock  4) plowing hardened hearts to receive the truth  5) reaping great fruit after their hard work (10).  Warfare – the ministry is a battle; should the Missionary use his own money in the city that they are battling in ?  Others should support him in this, whereas they are to afraid to go and do the same!  Planteth – planting seeds in mens’ souls;  also, church planting in tough areas:  after all this hard work, shouldn’t they get something back for their efforts?!  All the fruit is rightfully his (really God’s, who gives the increase).  Maybe it is worth $100 per month?!  Feedeth – feeding the flock, the church members.  The product of feeding is ‘milk’:  A product of church members that can benefit their pastor is money; it is also simply material goods.  See also verse 10.

8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also?

Just a man’s  point of view?  or does Scripture back this up?  This is always a very good question.  Paul is going to handily prove that the Bible supports Missionary support. 

9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?

Duet 25:4.  Ox – needs to eat or he will stop working.  What would be so wrong with the ox eating just a bit of his labor’s product?  Oxen are unimpressive animals; if it is ok for them, then why praytell is it not ok for one of God’s appointed men of God.  This concept is fully supported in 
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Scripture:  financial, material benefit to those ministering to a church.  

10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.

Our sakes – It surely is not for the benefit of oxen or animals in general (pro-animal rights folk would say otherwise).  No doubt about it that this was written referring to the man of God being taken care of financially/ materially by the fruit of his labours.  Ploweth – plowing in the fields of mens’ souls;  it is very hard work;  hardened hearts;  the plower sure does hope for a crop, fruit, benefit;  a hope for changed lives, and these lives returning the favor in some small way.  A farmer sure has the rite to eat of the fruit of his efforts!  Thresheth – this shows that the reaping after all the hard work is suppose to somewhat benefit the worker;  this gives the worker ‘hope’!  If he just gave it all away and never saw it again…where would the motivation be?!

11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?

Sown – Missionaries have sown the seed of the Word of God through  different aspects of their ministry.  Great thing – Which is more important, carnal or spiritual?!  Reap – spiritual reaping is truly a great thing, but the carnal reaping is minimal; it is very reasonable; the missionaries have a carnal life (material) and need carnal help to stay alive…this is the least that their church(es) should do for them.  It is reasonable to expect to be benefited in the carnal sense, but this does not teach it is right to demand it.  Paul explains this in vs 12, 18.

12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.

Others – apparently they were helping other ‘ministers’ among them…why not Paul?  Afterall, he is superior to them (rather).  Used – (18) they surely didn’t ‘abuse’ their authority, and they even didn’t ‘use’ their authority;  it wasn’t an issue (until now).  Suffer – many Missionaries suffer from lack of food, clothing, shelter, etc.; what a shame!   Hinder – the main reason for not ‘using their power’ is that some would take offence and that could hinder someone being saved, or cause a weaker brother to stumble!

13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?

Temple – (see Num 3,4, and 8);  Levites were called to this job and they were given food (sacrifices), shelter (homes or 
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rooms), and clothing (priestly garments).  It was commanded by God that the Jews take care of their priests.  Altar – These priests ate a certain portion of the sacrificial food (Num 18, Deut 18).  This was a Jewish law.  It certainly isn’t a general ‘church law’!  

14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.

Even so – following this same principle, or law, it is ordained (appointed by God) that missionaries should receive similarly as did Levitical priests; it is logical, for how will they do an effective job if they are often away working at McDonalds, etc?!  Gospel – ministries that are based on propogating the gospel (not social reform, or medical help).  The gospel causes folks to get saved, and then these folks love their missionary, and missionaries in general, and want to help them any way they can.  A Missionary should not have to work and should have their basic needs definitely met.  They are totally dependent on the gospel’s offspring / fruit.

15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void.

Written – this is all written for the benefit of others (not Paul).  Glorying – Paul actually had very few people helping hi in this manner (Philippian church only at one point).  He suffered a lot; just like Jesus Christ did.

16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!

He was so burdened for Preaching the gospel that money didn’t matter.  Oh if our missionaries would have the same burden!!  They should be of great ‘necessity’, and it should cause them ‘woe’ if they don’t go and preach to those that God has called them to.  Why do they wait?!  Money, 100% support level reached, debts all paid, perfect health, language school finished, etc.!  A good question might be: ‘how burdened are they really for those souls?’  Maybe they are more burdened for their own comfort than those dear souls.  How about you?!

17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.

Missionaries should be willing to do what it takes willingly, happily.  No one should force them to go though.  What about a wife that doesn’t feel called with her husband?  Oh the responsibility that she takes on for not going!  Dispensation – Paul was the key man on the Earth at that time; if he didn’t keep going, then this whole church age 
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might feel the consequences drastically.  How important are you to this town?!

18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

Reward – personal satisfaction was to do all this ‘without charge’.  I am sure that there is also great reward in Heaven for doing this.  Anything related to the gospel (all church ministries) should be without charge!  That means do not charge for things associated with church ministering…plain and simple.  Otherwise it is abuse of power.  Charging is wrong, but receiving and not demanding is not wrong.  So, love offerings, etc, are very Scriptural.

19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.

Free – who is servant to who?! Pastors are leaders, but their job classification is servanthood. Pastors need to understand this; they have ‘power’ but they are to ‘make themselves servants to all’.  The purpose of servanthood is that you will ‘gain the more’.  This is a key to church growth by the way.

20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;

Gain – how do you have church growth, and win souls?  Become like them; relate to them on their level.  Jews are under the law.  Use the ‘law’ to relate to them…especially about salvation.

21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.

Without – non-Jews;  follow their practices only to the point that it stays within the law of Christ (the Bible).  

22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.

The overall principle here is to try to relate to the other so that you ‘might by all means save’ at least ‘some’!  Don’t be Mr. Religious.  Don’t be Mr. Big B Baptist.  Don’t look down on the heathen.  Relate to the poor, the uneducated, the college student, the blue collar worker, the fisherman, the farmer, the sports enthusiast, etc..  Missionaries that don’t try to ‘fit into’ their new culture, will not prosper very much.

23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.

Gospel’s sake – Paul’s, a Missionary’s, your’s, main motivation for all that he did was getting the gospel out.  Partaker – he would gladly forego monetary gain, etc, in order to share the gospel and be a partaker in that heavenly fruit (and reward)!
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