SHOULD YOU GET MARRIED?

A COMMENTARY ON   1 CORINTHIANS 7

1 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman.

“Things” – The churches would routinely write to Paul to ask advice on matters

“Good” -  i.e. not bad. Good, godly, right.

“Touch” – not really a problem for women in general.  Touching in the sensual sense, not as though they had ‘cooties’ or something silly like 

     that.  In courting, the man should not touch her at all…it is good…it protects against further touching, petting, fornication.  It is proper and 

     holy.  
2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.

“Nevertheless” – because they are bound to want to touch.

“Fornication” – sins of the flesh, including sexual immorality.  This transends simple outward touching acts and extends to the inward desires 

     of the heart:  Mt 5:28 speaks on looking, lusting, and being guilty already of adultery.  The whole goal here is to avoid such sins.

“Wife” – because they will eventually touch, pet, and further, they need to marry so that when they do that they would not be sinning.  But, 

     they are to not ‘touch’ prior to that.  Only those who have ‘power over their own bodies’, in the sense of celibacy , do not need to marry.
     Here we have the definition clarified again on marriage: one man and one woman.
3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.

“Due benevolence” – benevolence is good will, kind acts, etc.  “Due” is referring to what is owed; owed because of their contractual 

     agreement via marriage so they can touch each other!

“Likewise” – it is not just the husband, but the wife also needs to “render” to her husband this benevolence in the context of ‘touching’, and 

     what would otherwise be considered fornication if not married.
4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.

“Power” – control, authority over.  Each do not have authority over their own body in the context of ‘touching’, i.e. sexuality.  This is what 

     the Bible says.  Many don’t like this statement, but it was put here for maybe that very reason.  For example, the husband desires intimacy 

     before going to bed, but the wife is ‘not in the mood’; well that would be contradicting this verse, and doing what the next verse warns 

     against.  Another example, the wife desires soft cuddling before going to bed, but the husband just wants to go to sleep…
5 Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.
“Defraud” – to deprive of right, to withhold wrongfully that which is due someone.  Married folk are not to defraud in the area of ‘touching’, 

     sexual intimacy (whether ‘cuddling’ or anything else).

“Consent” – the only allowable reason for saying ‘no’ is if you are separated unto God for some special purpose that is involving ‘fasting’, 

     which is abstaining from all fleshly pursuits (food, work, play, intimacy, tv, bathing, etc).

“Come together again” – don’t delay from intimacy too long, for the temptor will try and take advantage of this. One of the main reasons for 

     marriage is to avoid fornication.  How long is too long?  Ask each other.  A day, a week, a month???  Be very careful here.
6 But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment.

“Permission” – Paul has no specific commandment to follow on all this, but he feels ‘permitted’ to speak it by the Holy Ghost.  This in no 

     way lessons the authority of the statements herein.
7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that.

“As I myself” – Paul’s desire, and God’s too, is for every man to be unmarried.  But Paul had to be married if he was a Pharisee.  So, he 

     probably lost his wife via death (not divorce).  In verse 32+ there is more information on why Paul states this: basically it saves a person 

     from being full of care towards another person vice the Lord.

“Proper gift” – dealing with celibacy and being a eunich (see Mt 19:11,12).  

“This, that manner” – celibate or not celibate.
8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I.

“Good for them” – the same good as for a man not to touch a woman; and the same good from vs 32 dealing with more devotion available to 

     the Lord.
“Abide even as I” – Again, Paul was obviously not married:  abiding is in the sense of ‘remaining’, ‘staying’.  
9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.

“They” – the unmarried and widows.

“Contain” – control, keep within the boundaries.  Thus, if one can’t seem to easily control their natural, instinctive sexual urges, then they 

     should get married: not live together, or have ‘one night stands’ or the like!

“Burn” – not burn in hellfire, but burn with lustful desire within.  

“Better” – the main point of this chapter is verse 2:  avoid fornication.  Thus, if two are ‘having troubles’ containing themselves (not that they 

     are fornicating mind you) then they need to marry; otherwise they burn with lust and are involved in perpetual sinning.  Furthermore, this 

     is why noone should date/court someone unless they are an excellent marriage prospect.
10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband:

“Command” – Paul is not being given this command specially, but it was already stated in Mt 5:32 and elsewhere.  

“Depart” – switching the focus a bit to divorce.  It is a commandment for a wife not to “leave” her husband.  It does not use the term “put 

     away” or “divorce” here in relation to the wife.  She is not in a legal position to do such a thing according to Scripture.  
11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife.

“If she depart” – not all will obey the previous command.  

“Remain unmarried” – getting back to the wisdom of vs 8 and 32.  Apparently if she ‘departs’ then she is in an unmarried status (?).

“Reconciled” – those that ‘divorce’ should either stay unmarried or get reconciled back together.

“Put away” – as best as I can discern, “putting away” is lawful only during the espousal period.  Once they have ‘came together’ in intimacy, 

     then they are one flesh and forever on Earth shall be (while both living).  The context may be referring to already consummated marriages 

     and that the command is not to put away then.
12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.

“The rest” – versus verse 10’s “married”.

“Speak I” – no previous Scriptural command; so it is new and is from Paul via the Holy Spirit of God…it has full authority.

“Believeth not” – unsaved; e.g. married and both were unsaved and then one got saved.

“Pleased” – when the other gets saved there sure could be friction brought by the remaining unsaved spouse.

“Not put away” – no divorcing just because the spouse won’t get saved.  (also see notes on vs 15)
13 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.

Same as for vs 12’s notes.

“Leave him” – again, the wife doesn’t put away, divorce, she can only ‘leave’, ‘depart’.
14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.

“Sanctified” – set apart as holy, as usable in a special way for God.  Maybe set apart from the Devil’s frequent attacks.  Or maybe, God will 

     bless the marriage and even the whole family from just one being saved.  Without any saved there is no blessing upon the family in 

     general.  Also, the marriage may then be looked at as “Scriptural” in God’s eyes and allowed His blessings.

“Unclean” – clean, holy, sanctified by just one parent as a believer.  Maybe God will be more likely to pursue those kids for salvation and His 

     use. Unclean because there would be no godly guide or influence for them.  Maybe without a saved parent , it causes the little ones to not 

     be “safe” in salvation (doubtful though).  Or, maybe that because the marriage might be considered Scriptural, then the offspring are considered correct and not “bastards”.
15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.

“Depart” – not pleased, wants out of the marriage. If they are not pleased but remain then pray and push for salvation always.

“Bondage” – bonded, contractual agreement. Legally binding.  Also, just the sense of being in an awful situation without ability to escape.

“Peace” – if they stay living with you, then the goal is peace. Avoid arguing but show love thus showing God thru your peaceful attitude. If it is not peaceful then hopefully the other will depart.
16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?

“Save” – many times, years later, the unbelieving spouse finally give in because of your testimony. You just don’t “know”.  Do you love 

     them?!
17 But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.

Macroscopically viewed now.  Refer to vs 7; gift and calling. 

“Distributed” – gift given; celibate or not.

“Called” – in the context of this gift.

“Walk” – celibates don’t figure you have to get married, and vice versus.

“All churches” – not just Corinth.
18 Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.
“Called” - Teaching now flows to “callings”. The goal is to follow and obey God’s specific unique calling for you.

“Circumcised” – Jew or Gentile lifestyle, either is ok.
19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.
“Nothing, but” – simply following the rule book, the law.  Nothing special beyond that.
20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.
“Abide” – maybe referring some back to the main context of staying married once married, or remaining unmarried if not marred anymore 

     (or yet). Also, maybe referring to staying where you are once a person gets saved: marriage, Jew, servant, etc.  e.g. you get saved and 

     decide to quit your job, move to Utah, hange citizenship, divorce wife, leave kids, have no more friends, stop playing sports, etc.  You can 

     be used greatly of God in that unique calling.
21 Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather.
“Free” – it is ok though to change or leave, as long as it is allowable and doesn’t give a bad testimony.
22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.

Spiritually speaking: you are free from bondage to the world, the sin, and the Devil; but you are to be enslaved to God.
23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.

“Bought” – Christ’s redemptive work.

“Be not” – continue in your calling even as a servant, but don’t serve man specifically, serve the Lord.
24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.

End of this line of reasoning. Main context is marriage status. Also, applies to other situations. Goal is to “abide with God” now in the same old calling as before when you got saved.

25 Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful.

A new subject line but still in context of the chapter so far.  Paul covered widows, married, those with unsaved spouse, unmarried after divorced, and now ‘virgins’.  No commandment – (per previous explanations); none in the O.T., yet this must be said and is as authoritative as the O.T.  My judgement – Paul, his wisdom and experience, and the Holy Spirit guiding this.  Mercy…to be faithful – Paul probably was married and then became a widower. God helped him greatly to remain faithful for the years to come. young people, God can give you mercy to be faithful until marriage!  Keep your virginity!

26 I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, I say, that it is good for a man so to be.

Present distress – distress for being a Christian and the great need therein. Or the distress involving fornication. The remaining verses explain why it is good to remain a virgin (28).  Good – it is good to stay a virgin.

27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife.

Bound – marriage is a binding legal agreement.  Loosed – despite what Paul says promoting virginity, don’t seek to be loosed from the marriage.  Seek not a wife – overall goal is to remain in your present position, unmarried or married.

28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you.

Marry – virgins or formerly married folks can indeed marry…it is not a sin to.  Catholic priests should understand this.  Trouble – marriage brings about this: it takes hard work, much communication, money, etc..  Spare you – he understands this in the first person, from experience.

29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none;

Short – they were expecting the end any day; are we?!  Wives…had none – just get focused on the things of the Lord and remain in ‘you calling’, for there is not much time left. If you have a wife don’t let her change your focus.

30 And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not;

Wept not – don’t let your emotions, whether happy or sad, become a distractor.  Possessed not – don’t let your ‘things’, money to spend, shopping, etc., distract.

31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away.

Abusing it – use/involved in the things of this world but don’t be “of” them.  Abusing your liberty…stay focused.  Fashion fadeth – the whole world look will change dramatically.

32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord:

Without carefulness – without care for the things of the world (33).  Unmarried – your suppose to care for the things of the Lord if you are this.  Focus on pleasing Him.

33 But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife.

Married – If you are married, you are expected to take care of your wife.  This does take away from serving the Lord some.

34 There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband.

Same principle as in vs 33.  Difference – the big difference between them is not a husband (that’s worldly and insignificant). A difference in what they care for.  Virgin – two classes back then: married or virgin (not that way today).  Holy – ladies, concentrate on being holy.

35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction.

Profit – serve the Lord without distraction and it will give you blessings and rewards.  Snare – ‘what a bummer’; ‘taking all the fun out of life’; ‘extremist’; ‘legalist’!  Comely – proper and profitable.  Without distraction – we desperately need to get rid of the distractions in our life that take us away from “attending” on the Lord’s business.

36 But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age, and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry.

There are two ways of looking at this verse (and the next two):  in the context of the man and a woman that is a virgin (a); or in the context of a father and his virgin daughter (b).

(a) behaveth – desiring to ‘touch’…’burning’.  His virgin – maybe an arranged marriage; maybe the ‘espoused’ wife of his.  Flower – past the ‘pretty’ stage (age 16-20 in Jewish custom).  Need – ‘burning’.  Sinneth not - A big point here is it is not a sin to get married!  It is profitable not to get married, but it is still ok to.  The whole context of  this chapter is a man and a woman, and married or not.  So, switching views to that of a father is not congruent.  However, most commentators take the ‘father’ view to this verse.

(b)  Behaveth – the father not allowing his virgin daughter to marry and it is obviously causing her to stumble and sin.  Flower – as above…thought it may refer to the ‘flowers’ anatomically, and the intended use for such, i.e pregnancy.  Need – his daughter has great need to marry…for whatever reason.  He will – the father doesn’t have to pursue following the guidelines here, but may allow them to marry. Them marry – this doesn’t fit with this ‘father’ view of the verse;  you have to force ‘them’ to mean a man and the father’s daughter; otherwise it appears it is speaking of the father marrying his own daughter!

37 Nevertheless he that standeth stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well.

See beginning statement on vs 36. (a) Standeth steadfast – serious to serve without distraction.  No necessity – can control, gift of celibacy.  Power – most do not have this concerning sexual matters.  Keep his virgin – keep her as a virgin and not “officially marry”…or maybe talking of an ‘arranged’ marriage.  Doeth well – as per vs 32 notes.

(b) Steadfast – the father deciding to not move on his will and will ignore the desire of his virgin daughter to marry.  Power – the father not giving in to his daughter’s desire to marry (this doesn’t fit with this context well at all).  Doeth well – the father does not sin by doing this.

38 So then he that giveth her in marriage doeth well; but he that giveth her not in marriage doeth better.

See beginning statement on vs 36.  (a) Giveth – it has to be forced here to agree with the view of a man and a woman.  (b) Giveth – the father giving, or allowing, his virgin daughter away in marriage.  Doeth well  - it is ok to allow her to marry.  Doeth better – it is much better to not allow her to marry though.  This is the only one of these 3 verses that fits well with the “father” viewpoint.

39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.

Law – The marriage law according to the Bible; not according to “divorce court”.  The “one flesh” law ends at death.  Thus, one who is divorced  should not remarry until their own spouse (one flesh) has died.  Liberty – fully free as if never married.  Only – Marriage liberty, but with one strict guideline for this liberty…they must be of like faith; not simply one that ‘believes in God’.

40 But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God.

Happier – refer to notes on 27 and 32.  Marriage can actually make you less happy!  Spirit of God – refer back to notes on vs 6 and 25.  Again, this is an authoritative statement from God, as were the others, and is all that is written in the Word of God.
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