LOVE:   AGAPE vs PHILEO
Christianity is the only religion that sets forth the Supreme Being as Love. In other religions He is set forth as an angry being and in constant need of appeasing.  Love is key to our belief system.  It is also key to the Bible.  The Bible is certainly the most remarkable Book in the world, hands down.  Its main theme is love.  It is the greatest love story ever written.  A love from an holy and sinless God to wicked and sinful mankind.
Most of us don’t really understand love.  We have been warped by what the world believes is loved; we have been influenced by societal norms; and we are basically ignorant on what the Bible proclaims about love...we think we understand it, but do we?  and if we do, do we actually practice it??
God IS love

1Jn 4:8,16 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

God Himself is the very definition of the word.  It is not some cute saying, but is a profound fact. 
(now, to digress for a moment)

The wicked world defines love a different way;  they have a ‘perverted’ love (“eros” type); it centers around self-satisfaction; a hedonistic type of love; sensual; lustful.  Look at what is portrayed about love in music, tv, advertisements, books, vidoe games, etc..  God never intended love to be this way.  

A more Scriptural type of love is “phileo” love.  It is a love for our fellow man that involves friendship and affection.  It  can be shown by either the lost or the saved.  The world tries to show this some in there great concern for world hunger and the plight after natural disasters. This is the type of love almost all Christians think of when trying to define ‘love’.  Remember what our definition for love is...God is love.  Phileo love is good, but it is self-limiting; it can only go as far as ‘man’ is capable of loving. 
“Agape” love goes far beyond this more superficial love; it is truly infinite. There is no end to it!  We say commonly “I love you with all my heart”; well, that is a special statement but it is not very impressive when we are comparing it to “agape” love.  Agape love can only come from God;  mere mortals are not able to produce this type of love.  But, if we have been born again by the Spirit of God, we have God actually within us to give the capability of this incredible infinite love!  We should say “I love you with the unmeasureable, never ending love that pours forth out from the Holy Spirit of God!”  Let’s look some more at this most awesome “agape” love:
It is beyond our comprehension

Eph 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

Don’t try and figure it out; don’t try to define it or explain it;  it passes our knowledge!  
It is everlasting

Jer 31:3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee
John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end..

This simply means that He has always loved us and always always will.  Remember, God ‘is’ love.  Even when times are going tough, and we sin and displease Him, He still loves us, all the way to the end!
You can’t get away from this love

Rom 8:37-39 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Devil can’t get in between God and His love for you...it is always shining forth from God to you.  It is a statement of fact that God loves us and that it will never end.  It is not contingent on how good we are to Him...His love is unconditional.
The ultimate demonstration of God’s love

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Rom 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

1 John 4:8-10 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

How much does God love us?  He ‘soooo’ loved....that...He gave!   
It is just tremendous that God loves us this much.  Praise the Lord!  Wow!  What love!
But, that’s not where we stop with this “agape” love.  If we have God inside us, and thus His endless supply of love, then we are to do something with it.  We are commanded to show not just ‘phileo’ love, but ‘agape’ love.  Peter wrestled with this concept (Jn 21:15-17) when Jesus Christ asked him if he, Peter, had ‘agape’ love for Him, but Peter replied that he had ‘phileo’ love for Him.  He finally answered the question correctly.  I wonder how we would do with the same.
Matt 22:36-40 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love (agape) the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love (agape) thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
John 13:34,35 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love (agape) one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
We are commanded to show ‘agape’ love both to God and to those around us.  Sad to say we very rarely ever do this.  I feel most of the love that is coming out of us, goes right back to us; i.e. ‘eros’ love...the perverted self-satisfying love.  We love ice cream, we love sports, we love certain tv programs, we love our job, we love vacations, we love new cars...we love it when we feel good.....  So what!  This is not the love that God wants for us.  
Occasionally, we go beyond ‘eros’ self-satisfying love and actually try to show some friendship, some affection, to our fellow man; a somewhat superficial ‘phileo’ love.  Society is so concerned about being ‘politically correct’ and being polite and friendly that we Christians jump right into this ‘society-pleasing’ love and feel we have ‘fulfilled the law’ and have done our duty.  The lost do this and still are condemned to Hell!  So, if we do it, we are doing better??  It is good to show friendship and affection; this should be what is always flowing out of us; but don’t think that that is fulfilling God’s command to us...it didn’t say “thou shalt (phileo) love thy neighbor...but (agape) love him!  Have any of us ever really fulfilled this great commandment?!

Agape love is that self-sacrificing love that can only come from the Almighty God of the Universe!  It is infinitely beyond the self-satisfying and society-satisfying types of love! 
John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

Many will say “I would be willing to die for you”...is that really true?  Are they showing that type of love right now?  Words are great, but love is action!  At least get beyond that perverse ‘eros’ love and show some ‘phileo’ love.  But, we are no better than the world then.  They have an excuse why they don’t show ‘agape’ love...they can’t because they don’t have God dwelling within them;  what’s are excuse?!
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