JUDGEMENT

IS COMING!

2 Peter 3

1 This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:

2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:

An “epistle” is basically a formal letter to a church, or churches.   The “beloved” were the ‘strangers’ scattered across the region, i.e. fellow saints  (1Pe1:1).   Peter wanted to “stir up” their memory of one major thing (vs 3).  Apparently, it is easy for us to forget what we read and are taught, and thus need to be frequently “reminded”.  Our minds are “pure” by the washing of the pure Word of God.  Just because you have been to church a few times, or have read some of the Bible, don’t think you know what you need to know.  There is much more to know, and what you do learn you need to be reminded of.  The “words” by the “prophets” are the Old Testament, and the “apostles” are the New Testament.

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

5a  For this they willingly are ignorant of,

The “first” thing he wanted to remind them all of was that Christ’s 2nd Coming is indeed coming, and it involves worldwide judgement!  The “last days” began when Jesus Christ left this Earth.  Even when this was written there were these scoffers, and they are still present with us now.  They want to go after their “own lusts” and not after a Holy Almighty God.  People today are no different, they laugh at the 2nd “Coming” and say that all is the same from the beginning of time.  History has been corrupted so that much of the acts of God are removed.  The Bible is very clear about Messiah’s return to Earth to judge it and rule over it (throughout Psalms, the major and minor Prophets, and many of the Epistles, and of course Revelation).  They choose (“willingly”) to be ignorant about certain things the Bible teaches, for they know that it probably says different, but they do not want to accept it.  Many today don’t want to know more about certain subjects (tongues, eternal security, KJ Bible, the Lord’s church, etc) because they at heart are scoffers and are interested in their own lusts, not in serving a Holy God.

5b  that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:

6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:

7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

The Flood is an event that perfectly shows the power of God’s judgement upon the world.  Wicked men have history erased concerning this event.  If the ‘Ark’ is found today, it would basically silence all these foolish scoffers and definitely give great credibility to what the Bible says being true, especially about coming judgement.  The “persishing” future of mankind needs to be preached, just like it was by Noah.  Judgement is indeed coming.   At the end of the Millenium the entire Universe will be destroyed in conjunction with the judgement of all the Wicked.  The “word” refers to that which has been prophesied of old.   Keep studying and speaking of the worldwide Flood, for it may help some to believe it to be real which would put a hopeful fear of God in them.

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Again, one major thing that Peter wants these saints to know well is that Jesus is Coming again to judge the world!  “One day” is no different to God than a 1000 years because He is not governed by time as we are;  He is totally separate from it.  The context of this is dealing with His 2nd Coming and maybe how we can know that it is coming…looking back to the 7 days of Creation, and 6 days, or 6000 years, and then the 7th Millenium is the Millenium of rest here on the Earth with Jesus Christ reigning supremely.  2000 yrs from Peter may seem like “slackness”, but God is delaying for the sake of more souls having the opportunity of being saved!  The salvation message is taught here in regards to judgement:  all will perish if they don’t “repent” of their error of belief and their wicked ways.   Repent and believe!  This message of God’s great love, but coming judgement, needs to be preached to all.  Time is about out (6000 yrs!).

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

The “Day of the Lord” seems to begin with the rapture and end with the destruction of the Universe.  It mainly deals with judgement on the world and the coming back to Israel.  It is Jesus Christ’s great day (1000 yrs or so).  It is like a “thief” in that the ‘rapture’ will come unexpectantly for many;  though, the 2nd Coming and the destruction of the Universe both will come unexpectantly also.  This “great noise” is probably a humungous explosion.  The “melt”ing is probably from a nuclear type reaction where God takes His hands off everything, including the energy bonds in each atom.

11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

Because Jesus Christ will be coming back with incredible wrath and judgement, we better get prepared.  We so easily forget about this aspect of our future.  We need to be frequently reminded of it.  We “ought” to be holy, godly.  If you are not concerned about judgement then you typically live a fairly carefree lifestyle.   We need to look at this future judgement involving fire (7), the heavens being on fire and then will be dissolved (12)  passing away with great noise (10), and the elements melting with fervent heat (10,12).  This judgement is actually really beneficial for the child of God, for we will live eternally in a perfect environment where there is only righteousness!  Do you really “look for” this?!  Well, now that you have been reminded, you must use “diligence” to stay on track and ending your life at “peace” with God (Him not angry with you), “without spot” (maybe referring to your Church and you not giving it a spot), and “blameless” (all wrongs made right).

15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;

16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

We need to take into “account” that the Lord is tarrying His return so that others might be saved yet;  He is not willing that ‘any’ should perish.  Paul had written them several epistles already saying the same thing, but they soon forget.   What Paul wrote (a majority of the New Testament) some things were not accepted by the status quo because they were too “hard to be understood”.  These then twisted the Scripture text to say something that was more appealing.  We have plenty of Bible versions out there that have already done this for you.  Some of the “hard” teachings of the Bible might be:  Baptism after salvation, the eternal security of the believer, sign gifts having passed away, PreTrib. and PreMillenial returns of Jesus Christ, and the preservation of the Word of God.   Many are duped into believing what these “wrestlers” have said and need to be reminded again and again about the truth.

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

Beware Baptist for the majority think that you are wrong.  They want to “lead” you away from this.  They say that your beliefs are too rigid, fundamental, old-fashioned, etc.  Specifically, here they are trying to get them to not believe that Jesus Christ will return in judgement.  Spiritual growth is the key;  so keep learning, keep being reminded at church, and beware of the potential errors out there designed to lead you away from the old time Baptist faith.
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