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Introduction to Jude

Jude was the brother of James, and a half brother of Jesus. He is

mentioned in the list of the apostles in Luke 6:16 and Acts 1:13.   John speaks of him as "Judas ... not Iscariot" (John 14:22).

He admonishes us to contend for the faith. Warning us against false teachers.  This book is a treatise to battle against apostasy.  It is a general epistle (not written to a specific church).

Christian characteristics necessary for contending (1,2)
a)  sanctified – we are to be set apart from the wicked to do the will of the Father.  This is God’s main desire for us.
b)  eternally secure – our preservation to eternal life rests soley in Jesus Christ and His great accomplishment for our sin debt on the cross.  We aren’t involved one bit in the preserving…
c)  called for His purpose – Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.   His general purpose for every Christian is to glorify God in the church by carrying out the Lord’s commands (the New Testament).  2 Tim 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.  Realize that Christ has preserved you for Heaven, in the mean time the Father has set you apart to do His glorious purpose through your church!
Exhortation against apostasy (3)
a)  earnestly contend – There needs to be a great concern, great ernest, zeal to protecting this one faith.  There will be times when you must battle for it.  So firm in the faith that you don’t budge an inch.  (Titus 1:9) hold it fast;  ( I Tim. 6:12) Fight the good fight of faith... (I Tim. 6:20) O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust…  (II Tim. 2:2) …the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
b)  for the faith – The faith that Jesus Christ taught the apostles who then taught the churches.  These churches are Baptist churches today.  The other churches don’t have the correct “faith”.  Their’s is a nasty mixture of truth with poison.   This faith is not in church fathers’ books, but in the blessed King James Version Bible.
c)  once delivered – Given one time and one time only.  No new revelations.  (1Ti 3:15) The church is the pillar and ground of this Truth.  (1Ti 1:11) The gospel has been delivered into the churches’ trust.  It was delivered to the saints and not to the ‘scholars’ or ‘scoffers’ or ‘secularists’.
Remember what history teaches (5-7)

a) Salvation from Egypt – fell away soon after saved;  murmurred;  rebelled;  only 2 of these went into the promise land.  Don’t just figure that because you are saved and in a Baptist church that everything will be just fine.  The Devil wants you to think that though.
b) Angel revolt – these fallen angels were created the same as the holy angels, but “chose” to follow evil rather than good.  Baptists can do the same.  The heart is deceitful above all things…who can know it (Jer 17:9).
c) Sodom and Gomorrha – God’s people can get involved in some very wicked sins.  Sexual perversions, drugs, and theft to just name a few.  American cities aren’t much different than these 2 wicked cities.
***Jude is crying out a wake up call to churches everywhere to beware of the apostasy that can potential bite every church if they are not careful. In Galatians 2:4, Paul speaks of: "false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty." "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves" (Matt.7:15).  Titus 1:13 says: "This witness is true.  Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith."  As we shall see in the following, there are people posing as Baptists to do the work of the Devil, which is to have us “apostate”.
Beware of “certain men” (4-19)
These “certain men” are out there and may even be in our midst today.  Here is the traits to look for in those that might be already being used by the Devil to help destroy your church.

a) creep in unawares - The church out of neglect had let them in. They were wolves in sheep's clothing.  Question them carefully.
b) lasciviousness – very lustful.  Watch their eyes, their excesses, their envy.
c) deny deity – They attempt to weaken a church’s stance on the key doctrines, especially that of Jesus Christ.
d) filthy dreamers (8) – They have hopes, desires, plans, goals, that result in fleshly gain and not spiritual.
e) defile the flesh – They don’t care about the laws of God;   they live careless lives.
f) despise dominion – anti-authority;  talking bad about law enforcement, teachers, bosses, parents, etc.
g) disrespect dignitarians – They put down the president, without showing any respect for the “office”.
h) attack in ignorance (10) – They don’t understand Baptist doctrine, yet they fight it.  They won’t listen, but sure do speak a lot.
i)  natural, beasts – They are natural men (non-spiritual).  They are acting like animals and not the children of the Most High.
j)  Cain’s sacrifice (11) – They reject the power of the blood.  They have their own way of salvation.
k)  money hungry -  They are very outspoken on the church’s finances.  They don’t give any themselves though.
l)   resists church authority – They speak evil of the leaders of the church.  They are out to overthrow the pastor.
m) fellowships for fun (12)  - They aren’t interested in others, but only themselves.  Fellowshipping is for promoting themselves.
n) raging and foaming shame (13) – They are up and down; very unpredictable.  They lose their temper.  They do foolish things.
o)  murmerers and complainers (16) – They have a critical spirit.  Always looking for fault with the message, or someone’s actions, or any new plan put forth by the pastor.
p) lust driven – The fuel behind all this is lust.
q) speaks swelling words – Their speech is very “grandious”.  Exageration.  Extreme statements for effect.
r)  impresses for advantage – They speak bad about pastor behind his back, but to his face they worship him.  They try to impress others so they can move “up the ladder” at church.
s)  mockers (18)  - Mocking church members’ weaknesses, failures, problems.  No care for others; only fault finders.
t)  stays separate from good (19) – They practice separation all right;  they separate from the church folk as soon as they can.
u) no signs of the Spirit – You will find no fruit of the Spirit in them.  They reak of the flesh.  
Keep yourselves near God(20-21)

Jude finishes by exhorting the churches to protect themselves from these “certain men” through a few key tactics.

a)  build on your faith (20) - This is done by the study of God's word (II Tim. 2:15 ).  If the members of a church aren’t growing spiritually, then they are easy pray for these “men”.  Be at church every chance you can so you can help protect your church!
b)  lots of prayer – during the week, pray a lot for yourself, family, and church.  Prayer is very powerful.

c)  focus on your love for God (21) – “if you love Me, keep My commandments”.  You can say you love God all you want;  if you really did, then you would try very hard to do what He has told you.
d)  look for Heaven – A great motivator indeed!  Don’t let some “certain man” make you come short of getting a great reward in Heaven.  Keep lookin up!
Care for these “certain men”(22-25)
Don’t hate them, but do hate what they are all about.  Reach out to them so they can be saved and then it will all start clicking for them.  This most holy faith will become theirs too.  Look at Saul, who later became Paul…

e)  compassion vs.  compulsion for these certain men (22,23) – Some of these evildoers will respond to “compassion” from the fellow church members.  They still have a tender spot in their heart.  Others need the very fear of Hell put into them.  
f)  Only Jesus Christ keeps you from falling prey (24) – You don’t stand a chance against these wicked men by yourself.  You need to rely solely on the Lord.  Michael (vs 9) did this.  Jesus Christ wants you to have “exceeding joy” at the Judgement Seat of Christ when you have sanctified yourself for the calling of God, and contended for the faith in your church!!!!
