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For
Explaining the previous verse (15).  This is further stated of ‘why’ we should not perish, but have eternal life.  Just in case you didn’t totally understand verse 15.  God wants us to be very clear here on eternal perishing in Hell versus eternal life in Heaven!  

Nicodemus needed to both understand being “born again” and its connection to “eternal life”.  He was a “master of Israel and knowest not these things”!  So many religious folk but they still don’t understand simple salvation!

God
What God are we talking about here?  The modernistic, ecumenical god who is the god of the New Agers, the Mormons, the Charasmatics, etc.?  Nay!  It is the one and only true God…the God of the Holy Scriptures:  Jehovah, Yahweh, the Father – the Son – and the Holy Ghost. [Is 45:21]   “All paths” do not lead to God!  Only “The Way”…Jesus Christ!  [John 14:6]

It had to be the one true God doing all this or it would mean absolutely nothing in context to our salvation!  It is all right or it is all wrong!  

So loved

We love hot dogs, apple pie, and automobiles…is this the kind of ‘love’ we are talking about here?  [“eros”]

Are we talking about a strong care and concern for our neighbors and fellow man? [“phileos”]

No, the Bible is speaking of a love that far surpasses these types of limited love.  God’s love here is “agape” love, which is 
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love that really only God can have and show.  We are not capable of it ourselves.  It takes God.  We cannot comprehend this love.  

God didn’t just care about us a whole bunch, and hug us all the time and smile.  That is a somewhat superficial love.  His love was demonstrated to what kind and level of love it really is:  A love demonstrated by sending His Son to suffer and die a cruel, horrible death at the hands of His own dear creation.  [1Jn 4:9,10]

The world

Many of the “Sovereign Grace” so-called “Baptists” believe that God only loves those that are the ‘elect’.  This is a horribly warped view of God’s precious love.  The amazingness of His love is that it is applied to every soul no matter how wicked they are!  He loves them as much as He loves the righteous.  Such love, such wondrous love…

He loves those that nailed His hands and feet to the cross.  He loves those that spit in His face.   Every person that has ever come into existance He has loved equally and fully.  

He is not only the ‘lover’ of the whole world, He is also the Savior of the whole world [Jn 4:42].  It is open to everyone, no matter how vile.  Many say that they are to evil for God to love…oh how wrong they are!  It is they who are the very example of who God really does love…especially the wicked…for it was for them He died.  

He gave
The Father gave the ultimate gift that He could possibly give.  It wasn’t trillions of dollars;  it wasn’t real estate; it wasn’t beautiful clothes; no, it was His very own dear Son!  He wasn’t ‘lent’ to us, or ‘stolen’ 
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either.  He was freely given.  He did not have to give Him.  He wanted to give Him.  He wasn’t given to someone deserving. No, He was given to the most undeserving of a gift, and especially the ultimate gift that anyone could receive!  Also, gifts are not given back…they are kept for good!  [Is 9:6, Ro 8:32]

His only begotten Son

There were no other ‘begotten’ Sons.  This was His “only”.  Jesus Christ was not a man that became a son of god as the Mormons so wrongly affirm.  He was and is His only begotten Son.  How precious He was/is indeed to the Father.  Forever and ever in perfect unbroken holy fellowship; and then to give Him and to know that that fellowship would be horribly broken!   

That whosoever

The focus is now turned away from this most awesome God of ours, to this most awful mankind.  Here is the invitation.  It is written not to just the ‘good’, not to just the Jews, or the wise, or the rich, or the mighty, or the lucky; no, it is written to “whosoever”!  Praise the Lord, anyone can receive this gift.  And, this gift is extended to everyone right now…it is withing everyone’s reach.  Are you part of the ‘whosoever’?  Yes, oh yes you are!  [Rv 22:17]

Believeth in Him

Just how does “whosoever” receive this most awesome gift?!  You reach out and grasp and take it through “believing”!  Now, is it simply believing in God?  The devils believe and tremble.  You must
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believe “in Him”.  The Lord Jesus Christ…the only begotten Son of God.  Messiah. The Savior of the world.  Is it simply believing that He exists?  The devils for sure believe that.  It is believing “in” Him…what He is all about.  Believing what He said and what He did…basically, it is believing what the Word of God says about Him.  Here is where so many would-be “whosoevers” miss it completely.  They believe that Jesus existed…they may even believe that He is God…the may even believe that He died on the cross….but they often will not put it all together to understand just why He did this.  He did this for them, for without it they would be condemned to Hell forever.  This is the extent of what that “believing in Him” needs to go to.  [Mk 9:24]

Should not perish

The real truth of the matter is that you actually “should” perish.  You are suppose to…but you don’t have to.  To “perish” does not mean to cease to exist.  No, to “perish” means to suffer everlasting torments and punishment in Hell.  God does not really want you to perish there.  He is just, holy, and righteous, and must execute this upon all who ‘refuse’ to receive His overwhelmingly merciful loving gift…His Son’s sacrifice on the cross.  [2Pe 3:9]

But have everlasting life

What a comparison!  Eternal punishment in Hell versus eternal life in Heaven in the presence of your loving Savior!  This “having” everlasting life is not a come and go type of thing.  If you have it then you have it.  It is yours.  It won’t be expected to 
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be given back, nor could it if you wanted to.  It is yours…forever.  “Everlasting” is just what it says it is…forever and ever lasting…never stopping no matter what we or anyone else does.  God doesn’t promise us wishy washy coming and going life.  There is not asterisk and fine print at the bottom.  This is the most solid statement on the eternal security of the believer that there is!  If you have indeed ‘believed in Him’, then you do indeed ‘have everlasting life’!  Praise the Lord!!!
     JOHN 3:16

       “WHOSOEVER”
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