ARE YOU READY FOR A NEW EARTH AND HEAVENS?

Rev 21:1-8

1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

“The first heaven and the first earth”

Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the Heaven and the earth.

Gen 1:7-9 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.

Gen 1:14,15  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.

The heaven was created, whereas the 3rd heaven, or God’s abode, existed for eternity past.  He separated “waters” with a firmament called heaven.  At first there was only one other “heaven”.  Then He separated it further into the Earth’s atmosphere and what we call outer space.  The first heaven and the first earth were created perfectly, without error, without sin.  But sin came into the earth and cursed it greatly.
“Were passed away”

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

Isa 34:4a,b …And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll…

Isa 51:6b: … for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke…
Ps 102:26 They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed:

Matt 5:18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.


Rev 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

Nah 1:2-6 God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies. The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.

“A new heaven and a new earth”

2 Peter 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

Isa 65:17,25 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.

The new heaven and the new earth probably will be exactly like it was when the first heaven and earth were created.  If God does everything perfectly, then why would He change what He created to something even better?  The curse of sin needed to be removed, thus a total destruction of it, and then recreating it.  I believe that it will be somewhat familiar, yet with incredible beauty that only Adam and a few generations after him ever beheld.  There will be no more rain, snow, heat, cold, strong winds, desert, jungles, etc.  Everything will be perfect.  But even better will be what comes to rest upon it…

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

The holy city, new Jerusalem

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,

Heb 12:22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

The Bible explains it in detail in Revelation 21.  Of note is that it is 1500 miles high, wide, and in breadth (cubed or a pyramid).  It has 4 very large gates (1 on each 1500 mile side).  Some will live in it, some will travel into it but live on the Earth, and some will live on the Earth but not be allowed to travel into it (see 21:24-27).  I believe that at least the Bride of Christ will dwell within this City.

“Out of heaven”

2 Cor 12:2c …such an one caught up to the third heaven.

Ps 68:33a  To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens…

2 Cor 12:4a … How that he was caught up into paradise, 

Heb 4:9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.

Heb 11:16a  But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly…

John 14:2a  In my Father's house are many mansions…

It is said to be “up” above the Earth and the Heavens (Eph 4:11).  Thus, since the Earth rotates, the 3rd Heaven is beyond this starry universe and is all encompassing to it (it surrounds the Universe…it is emmense, infinitely large).  It has always existed and always will.  A good question would be:  Who will be in this Heaven once the New Jerusalem comes down to the new Earth?

“Prepared as a bride”

Please see lesson on the Bride of Christ for an exhaustive examenation of this exciting subject.   I do not believe that the actual city and all its structures, etc, is the Bride, but the city is the “adornment” for the Bride.  The Bride is none other than the Church.  One just needs to clearly identify what the Church is and you know who the Bride is.  This Bride is the Church of the Firstborn , and is made up of all “faithful”, “righteous” members of one of the Lord’s Churches.  These Churches must have had proper authority and proper doctrine and standards to be included as one of the Lord’s Churches (please see lesson on “The Lord’s Churches”).  The Husband without a doubt is the Lord Jesus Christ.  I believe that the marriage of the Lamb and His Bride occurred sometime shortly after the Rapture, and the “consumation” of the marriage is right here as explained in Rev 21:2.

3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

Jesus Christ, the Tabernacle of God, will dwell with mankind, just as He was when He tabernacled with us for those 33.5 years.  This time He will be not so much a Ruler, but God living with mankind…no need for ruling for we all will obey gladly.  It will be a special family relationship.

4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

There will still be weeping (and even gnashing of teeth) while in Heaven or on Earth during the Millenial reign of the Lord.  The tears go away once there is a new heaven and a new earth and all the former things are forgotten.  All these things will be totally gone at this time, but apparently not before.

5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

Everything is brand new, perfect, awesome, without a hint of sin.

6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

This fountain of the water of life is located at the Throne in the New Jerusalem.  I don’t know its significance for sure, but may be related to perpetual life;  on the same parallel, their will be leaves from the Tree of Life that are used for the healing of the nations.  Why will they need healing? Why will there be needed this fountain?  There is a reason, I am sure.

7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

Probably referring to 1 John 5:4,5 where the overcomers are those that believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  All things are at your disposal in Heaven.  (However, there will be certain priveledges for different groups:  David, Jews, Martyrs, Church of the Firstborn, etc)

8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

These categories cover most of the major areas of sin and teach us that sinners will go to the Lake of Fire;  the only way they won’t go there is if they have overcome it through faith in Jesus Christ.  Remember, the wages of sin is death…the Lake of Fire
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