Have you been
Halloweeeened?

Historian Nicholas Rogers claims "Halloween is currently the second most important party night in North America. In terms of its retail potential, it is second only to Christmas; it brings in $3.2 billion in America. This commercialism fortifies its significance as a time of public license, a custom-designed opportunity to have a blast. Regardless of its spiritual complications, Halloween is big business."

Oct. 30 is National Candy Corn Day. More than 35 million pounds of candy corn will be produced this year. That equates to nearly nine billion pieces, that is enough to circle the moon nearly four times if laid end-to-end. The National Retail Federation says the average consumer will spend about $43.57 on Halloween related items. 

Over 96% of children will go out trick or treating.  About 82 percent of Americans over 55 years old plan to hand out candy. Some 54 percent of Americans aged 18-24 plan to wear a costume.   

Halloween imagery tends to involve death, magic, or mythical monsters. Common Halloween costumes include ghosts, ghouls, witches, vampires, bats, owls, crows, vultures, haunted houses, pumpkinmen, black cats, aliens, spiders, goblins, zombies, mummies, skeletons, werewolves and demons. Halloween has always been a celebration of death.

While the courts remove all theistic references from America's public square, the void is being filled with a pervasive fascination with evil, paganism and new forms of occultism.
 

Many years ago, C.S. Lewis wrote that one of Satan's most deceptive tactics is to convince people that he doesn't exist. Apparently he has done a good job in his deception. Sadly, many people think of the devil as no more than a symbol of evil: like Santa Claus, he is just a fictional symbol. Many people today also do not think of witches as real people who practice magic, but simply as imaginary figures who represent the supernatural world and everything that is 'spooky.'

The two most frequent ways children are introduced into the occult are through rock music and Halloween. I was introduced to the occult at a Halloween party. Tragically, more an more children are being introduced to the occult by teachers in the public schools. And unfortunately, Halloween is one of the two Holidays that public schools celebrate. They choose Halloween (and Valentine’s Day) because supposedly there is no "religious" significance. How wrong they are about Halloween. To be sure, there is no Christian significance to Halloween but it is obviously a religious day. 

We aren’t suppose to conform to the world’s practices;  we need a transformation!

Ro 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Such lovely things are associated with Halloween:
Bats: They usually eat mosquitoes and cause little harm, but these small nocturnal mammals have a bad reputation because of their infamous cousin, the vampire bat. The only mammal that feeds on blood, this native of Central and South American uses sharp incisor teeth to cut the holes needed to suck blood from its victim. No wonder bats have been linked to death, vampires and occult rituals in the West. But in the East, they often represent good luck.   

Bats, owls and other nocturanal animals, also popular symbols of Halloween, were originally feared because people believed that these creatures could communicate with the spirits of the dead. 

Black cats have religious origins as well. Black cats were considered to be reincarnated beings with the ability to divine the future. During the Middle Ages it was believed that witches could turn themselves into black cats. Thus when such a cat was seen, it was considered to be a witch in disguise.
Black cats were once believed to be witch’s assistants who protected their powers. 

Costumes and masks: The Druids adorned themselves in frightening masks to scare the evil spirits away and protect them from being snatched into the world of the dead. Archbishop of Canterbury, England set punishments for "those who goeth about in the masque of a stag of bull-calf ... those who by their craft raise storms ... sacrifice to demons ... consulteth soothsayers who divine by birds." The Roman Catholic church, staged many pageants, with their participants dressing up as patron saints and guardians. Those who did not play a part of a 'holy one' played the parts of devils. Their dressing in these costumes are considered and alternative history for the costuming of the trick-or-treator's. 
Bobbing:  The idea behind ducking, dooking or bobbing for apples seems to have been that snatching a bite from the apple enables the person to grasp good fortune. Unmarried people would attempt to take a bite out of an apple bobbing in a pail of water, or suspended on a string. The first person to do so was believed to be the next to marry. 

Pumpkin:  The Jack-o-lantern is the festival light for Halloween and is the ancient symbol of a damned soul. Originally the Irish would carve out turnips or beets as lanterns as representations of the souls of the dead or goblins freed from the dead. When the Irish emigrated to America they could not find many turnips to carve into Jack O'Lanterns but they did find an abundance of pumpkins. Pumpkins seemed to be a suitable substitute for the turnips and pumpkins have been an essential part of Halloween celebrations ever since. Pumpkins were cut with faces representing demons and was originally intended to frighten away evil spirits.

Trick-or-Treating: In ancient times, Druid priests would go from house to house on this evening demanding contributions to their demonic worship celebration; to ward off evil spirits that were given liberty on this day to roam the earth.  If they didn’t give something, they might be the ‘contribution’ themselves!  Later, as the common folk adopted the practice, groups of poor farmers would go house to house begging for food for the village’s festivities that night in order to honor their ancient gods; good luck was promised to the donors, but threats were made to the selfish.  Later, candy became the favorite ‘gift’ as more and more of younger town folk participated in this pagan custom. These ancient pagan traditions continue today as youngsters, masquerading as ghosts, skeletons and demons go "trick-or-treating" - begging in a sense for food while promising to refrain from evil deeds.  

Many today will say they are just being nice to the neighborhood kids.  The Devil greatly appreciates your enthusiastic participation in his most favorite holyday. 

Are you training your child to be fascinated with evil?....

Pr 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

The word “Halloween” comes from “Hallow” (holy) and “een” (evening); is it God’s holy evening? Surely not!  Is it Satan’s (un)holy evening?  You decide!  There is nothing holy about it.  There is nothing Christian about it.  There is nothing redeemable in it!

In ancient times, before Christ’s birth, the eve of October 31st was a very sacred day.  It was the last day of the Celtic year and was considered a high holy day by the Druids.  On this eve of the New Year, the lord of the dead, Samhaine, would gather all the transmigrated souls together and then free them to go to Druid Heaven, having been considered “atoned”.  The Celtics would try to appease Samhain on this eve to give maybe a “lighter sentence” to their loved ones who might die in the coming year by offering sacrifices, prayers, and gifts to this lord of death.  

The authoritative Encyclopedia Britannica says: "It long antedates Christianity. The two chief characteristics of ancient Halloween were the lighting of bonfires and the belief that this is the one night in the year during which ghosts and witches are most likely to wander about. History shows that the main celebrations of Halloween were purely 'Druidical,' and this is further proved by the fact that in parts of Ireland October 31 is still known as Oidhch Shamhna, 'Vigil of Saman.'"

Deut 18:9-13   When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. 

God wants you perfect.  He doesn’t want you to learn to do the abominations of the pagans; i.e. Halloween.

Eventually their practice became quite evil and the black-cloaked Druid priests who would go door to door on that evening to select suitable sacrifices (human usually) to their ‘lord of the dead’.  They would usually be locked up in a ‘wicker cage’ and then thrown into a pile to then be lit on fire (later called ‘bonefire’, later bonfire) to appease this evil presence. 

2 Kings 23:24 Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might perform the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the LORD. 

Perform the words of the Bible and put away from you the Halloween abomination.

Modern witches (from ‘wica’ = ‘wise one’) celebrate eight main holidays, the most important of these is Samhain (Halloween).  Samhain is considered the most important because the veil between the world of the living and the dead is at its thinnest point in the year, making communication easier. 

Why do we think that little kids who dress up as witches are cute?!  Why do we let our stores carry aisles and aisles of the Satanic garbage?  Why do we not speak up more against this glamorization of evil?!  It may be that we are unconsciously rebelling against God.  We want our kids to have fun and simply try to ignore the evil implications of it.  1 Sam 15:23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry…
1 Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

Don’t depart from the faith; don’t give heed to these seducing, devilish practices of Halloween.

The Druids adorned themselves in frightening masks to scare the evil spirits away and protect them from being snatched into the world of the dead.  They would gather around their bonfires to offer their crops, animals, and sometimes themselves as sacrifices to their gods. Often they would wear the skins and heads of these animals and while doing so would tell the fortunes of their friends and neighbors for the coming year. 

Jer 10:2 Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.

How did you and your children ever begin observing these customs of Halloween?  You learned the way of the heathen.  Do you really want to keep teaching this to your dear children, grandchildren?

Rom 16:19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil .

God doesn’t want you fascinated with evil, the occult, ghosts and goblins, witches, spells, trinkets, etc.

Since Halloween is unmistakably pagan in its origin and practice, how did professing Christians come to accept and keep such a day?

Again, history provides the answer. Ever since the time of Constantine - who made Catholicism the state religion - Roman emperors realized how essential it was to have a unified empire, where as many as possible would be of one mind. The civil and religious leaders saw how important it was for the sake of unity to allow only one religion within the Roman domain.

They decided to “Christianize” this pagan holyday of Halloween.  By 800 AD the Catholic church established All Saints' Day on November 1, and All Souls Day on Nov. 2nd, so that people could continue a festival they had celebrated before becoming Christians.  They would now use this day to commemorate the death of saints. The mass that was said on this day was called Allhallowmas. The evening before became known as All Halloween ... It means hallowed or holy evening.

Our Christian forefathers well knew of Halloween's evil pagan root, and actually banned celebrating Halloween in America. However, Halloween began being celebrated in this country officially in 1845, when multiplied thousands of Irish emigrants flooded into New York because of the Irish Potato Famine.  They brought with them a close fondness of the old Druid holiday now known as Halloween.  

Halloween is a religious day, but it is not Christian. Tom Sanguinet, a former high priest in Wicca has said: “The modern holiday that we call Halloween has its origins in the full moon closest to November 1, the witches’ new year. It is a time when the spirits (demons) are supposed to be at their peak power and revisiting planet earth… Halloween is purely and absolutely evil, and there is nothing we ever have, or will do, that would make it acceptable to the Lord Jesus.”

Anton LeVey head of the worshippers of Satan, said that he was glad the Christian parents let their children worship the devil at least one night out of the year. This is something to make us think; is it not? 

Americans seem fascinated with evil, the occult, dark spiritual forces, violence, blood and guts, torture.  A quick parousel of todays tv shows, cartoons, movies, video games, novels, games, and toys will emphatically prove this to be true.  The Devil is made out to be a “cool dude” and ghosts and goblins are “funny and goofy”.  If it’s odd, strange, bizarre, scary, or downrigth evil, then it is popular. No wonder Halloween is a favorite time of year for kids to old alike.

Isa 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  

Woe unto them that say Halloween is good and fun. It will naturally be ‘woeful’ for them because of this.  Also, God may bring woes upon them secondary to this.

1 Thess 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.  Is this verse saying for us to “Get away from anything to do with Halloween!”
What might God want you to do with all your Halloween stuff and other evil appearing items?
Acts 19:18-19  And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

God may want you that now believe that Halloween is evil to confess this publickly and then burn everything you have that is associated with it.;
It is a bizarre time of year for sure, in that it seems to be the only acceptable time of the year for godly, separatist, fundamental, Christians to participate in the elements of the occult and the devil.  Can any Christian give any scriptural - or even logical - reason for participation in, or approval of, that which is unmistakably associated with paganism, devil-worship, and witchcraft?

Your preacher is suppose to teach you about Halloween:
Eze 44:23 And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean.
Eph 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

What should we do on All Hallows Eve?
Leave our lovely homes because we don’t want to be bothered by the trick-or-treaters?

+  won’t be bothered; won’t be tempted to participate      - it’s our home, why should we have to leave it?!

Hide in our homes and pretend that no-one is home?

+ we won’t feel bad by telling them we don’t participate with all this       - your ignoring people at your door

Hand out candy to all the trick-or-treaters?

+ you feel ok, and they feel ok            - you are no different than your heathen neighbors

Hand out candy and tracts to them?

+ you feel ok, and get the gospel out        - it appears that you are condoning it all; confusion of devil and the Saviour
Prov 22:3 A prudent man foreseeth the evil , and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.

Be prudent and hide yourself from the evils of Halloween.  Whatever ‘hiding’ might mean to you….

Ro 12:9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.

3 Jn 11a  Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good….

1 Cor 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

