HALLOWEEN:

A CELEBRATION OF DEATH
445 BC - Ezra reads the Book of the Law to the Israelites in Jerusalem (see Nehemiah 9:1,
1517 - Protestant Reformation: Martin Luther posts his 95 theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. 

1731: Archbishop Leopold von Firmianhe, Catholic ruler of Salzburg, Austria, issued an edict expelling as many as 
          20,000 Lutherans from his principality. 

1864 - Nevada is admitted as the 36th U.S. state. 

1912 - The Musketeers of Pig Alley, directed by D.W. Griffith, debuts as the first gangster film. 

1936 - The Boy Scouts of the Philippines was formed. 

1941 - After 14 years of work, drilling is completed on Mount Rushmore. 

1983 - Match Game Hollywood Squares Hour premieres on NBC 

1999 - Roman Catholic Church and Lutheran Church leaders sign the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of    
           Justification, ending a centuries-old doctrinal dispute over the nature of faith and salvation. 
2005 - President George W. Bush nominates Appeals court judge Samuel Alito to join the Supreme Court of the 
           United States.

The Feast of Tabernacles is from Oct. 25 to Oct. 31 this year (2007) – Jn 7:2,6-11

The “Last Great Day” of the Feast is Nov. 1st – Jn 7:37-41

The origin of Halloween is the Celtic Festival of Samhain, (SAH win)(sow-in) lord of death and evil spirits.
    Samhain is the name of a Glenn Danzig-fronted band that formed after the dissolution of the Misfits 

    "Samhain" is the title of a song from the album Mythical and Magical by Heavy Metal band Pagan Altar 

    "Samhain" is the name of a host-based intrusion detection system similar in function to Tripwire designed by Samhain     

    Labs (notably, there are add-ons named Beltane and Yule) 
The ancient Celts believed Muck Olla, their sun god was losing strength and Samhain, lord of death, was overpowering him. Further, they believed that on October 31st Samhain assembled the spirits of all who had died during the previous year. These spirits had been confined to inhabit animals' bodies for the past year, as punishment for their evil deeds. They were allowed to return to their former home to visit the living on the eve (Oct. 31) of the Feast of Samhain. Druid priests led the people in diabolical worship ceremonies in which horses, cats, black sheep, oxen, human beings and other offerings were rounded up, stuffed into wicker cages and burned to death. This was done to appease Samhain and keep spirits from harming them.  Human sacrifices were outlawed by the Roman government in 61 AD.
The Celts' survival during the harsh winters depended on the prophecies of their priests and priestesses (druids), and the accurate prediction of how much food would be needed to sustain the populace before the next harvest. They believed that spirits would aid in making accurate predictions about the coming year.

Halloween imagery tends to involve death, magic, or mythical monsters. Common Halloween costumes include ghosts, ghouls, witches, vampires, bats, owls, crows, vultures, haunted houses, pumpkinmen, black cats, aliens, spiders, goblins, zombies, mummies, skeletons, werewolves and demons.
Halloween has always been a celebration of death.
Matt 22:32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.

What ‘god’ are we dealing with on Halloween?  

Samhain is known as the lord of the dead….not Jesus Christ.

However, who really is the Lord of the dead?....

Rv 20:11-21:1 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Wicca: Samhain is one of the eight annual holidays, often referred to as 'Sabbats', observed as part of the Wiccan Wheel of the Year. It is considered by most Wiccans to be the most important of the four 'greater Sabbats'. It is generally observed on October 31st in the Northern Hemisphere, starting at sundown. Samhain is considered by most Wiccans as a celebration of death and of the dead, and it often involves paying respect to ancestors, family members, elders of the faith, friends, pets and other loved ones who have died. In some rituals the spirits of the departed are invited to attend the festivities. It is seen as a festival of darkness and death, which is balanced at the opposite point of the wheel by the spring festival of Beltane, which Wiccans celebrate as a festival of life and fertility.[12]
Halloween is also called Pooky Night in parts of Ireland, presumably named after the púca, a mischievous spirit.
America was introduced to these Celtic practices by Irish immigrants during the Irish potato famine in the mid 1800’s.  Prior to that, Pilgrim and Puritan influence caused there to be a law against any form of celebration of this pagan rite.  America would do well to ‘unlearn’ the abominations of the Celts..the pagans:

Deut 18:9-14 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations.  There shall not be found among you anyone that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire (worship of the pagan god Moloch, not far from abortion and its god of sexual immorality), or that useth divination (a false and pagan counterpart of prophecy; Mormanism, Nostradamus, psychics, etc), or an observer of times (astrology), or an enchanter (spells or magic words; Harry Potter games, occultic cartoon trading cards, etc), or a witch (the practitioners of  the worship of idolatrous and demoniacal powers; Wicca is an official tax deductable religion in America), or a charmer (charms or amulets were to be worn to protect against evil; cross, rabbits foot, crystals, etc), or a consulter with evil spirits (today they are known as psychics and trance chanellers), or a wizard (a false prophet who attempts to summon a devil; aka Harry Potter), or a necromancer (a consulter of the dead; Mormans, Catholics, psychics, horror movies, etc).. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.

These commands to Israel would be very suitable to be given directly to America today!  Most, if not all, of these are practiced in one form or another here in America.  The LORD thy God hath not suffered you to do this, dear Christian!  

Over the centuries pagan occult practices and so-called Christian (usually Catholic) practices were intermixed in order for increased popularity for the “church”.
"In the A.D. 800's the (Catholic) church (Popes Gregory III and IV) moved All Saints' Day from May 13th to November 1 so that people could continue a festival they had celebrated before becoming Christians.  Popes Gregory III and Gregory IV moved the old Christian feast of All Saints' Day from May 13 to November 1.  October 31 is the feast day of the following Roman Catholic Saints: St. Arnulf, St. Bega, St. Quentin, St. Urban, St. Wolfgang. The mass that was said on this day was called Allhallowmas. The evening before became known as All Halloween ... It means hallowed or holy evening." There is nothing holy about this evening, and would better be titled Satan’s unholy evening! 
So many “Christians” today see nothing really wrong with Halloween.  It’s all just silly fun for them and their kids.  There’s nothing really evil about it for them.

In Isa 5:20 we read: Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  Woe unto Christians and churches who call Halloween good; who “Christianize” it just like Rome tried to do.

Trick-or-Treat

The National Confectioners Association reported in 2005 that 80 percent of adults in America planned to give out candy to trick-or-treaters, and that 93 percent of children planned to go trick-or-treating. 
In ancient times, Druid priests would go from house to house on this evening demanding contributions to their demonic worship celebration; to ward off evil spirits that were given liberty on this day to roam the earth.  If they didn’t give something, they might be the ‘contribution’ themselves!  Later, as the common folk adopted the practice, groups of poor farmers would go house to house begging for food for the village’s festivities that night in order to honor their ancient gods; good luck was promised to the donors, but threats were made to the selfish.  Later, candy became the favorite ‘gift’ as more and more of younger town folk participated in this pagan custom. These ancient pagan traditions continue today as youngsters, masquerading as ghosts, skeletons and demons go "trick-or-treating" - begging in a sense for food while promising to refrain from evil deeds.  
Interesting note:

At one time, candy apples were commonly given to children, but the practice rapidly waned in the wake of widespread rumors that some individuals were embedding items like pins and razor blades in the apples. While there is evidence of such incidents,[they are quite rare and have never resulted in serious injury. Nonetheless, many parents assumed that such heinous practices were rampant; at the peak of the hysteria, some hospitals offered free x-rays of children's Halloween hauls in order to find evidence of tampering. Virtually all of the few known candy poisoning incidents involved parents who poisoned their own children's candy, while there have been occasional reports of children putting needles in their own (and other children's) candy in a mere bid for attention.

Many today will give out candy and say they are just trying to be nice to the neighborhood kids.  What should we do?

Should we buy a bunch of sweets for our kids and the trick-or-treaters?! 

1 Cor 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

How can you observe the customs of Halloween (inlcuding it’s “sweets”)to the glory of God?!

What should we do?

Leave our lovely homes because we don’t want to be bothered by the trick-or-treaters?

+  won’t be bothered; won’t be tempted to participate      - it’s our home, why should we have to leave it?!

Hide in our homes and pretend that no-one is home?

+ we won’t feel bad by telling them we don’t participate with all this       - your ignoring people at your door

Hand out candy to all the trick-or-treaters?

+ you feel ok, and they feel ok            - you are no different than your heathen neighbors
Hand out candy and tracts to them?

+ you feel ok, and get the gospel out        - it appears that you are condoning it all; confusion of devil and the Saviour
Prov 22:3 A prudent man foreseeth the evil , and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.

Be prudent and hide yourself from the evils of Halloween.  Whatever ‘hiding’ might mean to you….
Halloween has always been closely associated with the celebration of death and evil.  It focuses on violence and the occult, emphasizes fear, and mixes it all with children, candy, and partying.  It is the one night of the year in which a child experiences the emotion of fear, fantasy and mystery.  No wonder kids look forward to it second only to Christ-mass!

Today, children seem to “love evil”.  They gleefully watch TV show after TV show full of violence, murder, torture, death, fighting, and cruelty.  The Devil is made out to be a “cool dude” and ghosts and goblins are “funny and goofy”.  The Devil is extatic at our trivializing of evil and he is going to be sure to take full advantage of this.

Times are getting more and more evil.  Americans are more and more intrigued by horror, death, the occult, the devil, psychic phenomena, murder, and the like.  The Bible states in 1 Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
How did you and your children ever begin observing these customs of Halloween?  
Jer 10:2 Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.

You learned the way of the heathen.  It was passed down to you from parents or grandparents. Do you really want to keep teaching this to your dear children, grandchildren?

The two most frequent ways children are introduced into the occult are through rock music and Halloween.  
You never know where and when the devil will make an ‘in-road’ into your child or grandchild’s life.  
We would do very well to heed the Bible’s admonition in 1 Thess 5:22:  Abstain from all appearance of evil.
What are you going to do this Halloween?!
What are you going to do about ‘evil’ in general…and your kids?

Do you call evil good?

Have you learned the ways of the heathen?!

Which lord of the dead do you want to honor this October 31st?  Samhain….or the Lord Jesus Christ!
