WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL ABOUT HAIR LENGTH, ANYWAYS?!
1 CORINTHIANS 11:3-16

The city of Corinth was very wicked and the Christians were tempted to conform to the pattern of the society around them. In Corinthian society women were objects of lust. They were taught to dress seductively and to invite the sensual attention of men. Even the religious worship in the temples was little more than legalized prostitution. Homosexuality was also common and the God-created distinction between the male and the female was broken down. Men were acting like women (being "effeminate," 1 Cor. 6:9) and women like men. The situation that existed in Corinth exists today throughout the world. The attempt to break down the God-ordained distinction between male and female is an international problem, so it is one that is faced by Christians in practically every part of the world. The lessons of 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 are needed by the churches today as never before.

3. But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.
This statement is placed here to show order, not superiority.  There must be peace and orderliness to our lives.  The head speaks of the part that is suppose to give direction.

Jesus Christ is directly in charge of every man on the face of the Earth, whether they know it or not.  This is how God operates.  

The head of every woman is not Jesus Christ specifically.  It is suppose to be the man;  an husband, a father, a brother, an uncle, a pastor, even a son.  A woman shouldn’t be “independent” of a male authority.  This sounds radical, but it surely is scriptural.

Even Jesus Christ has an authority; God the Father.  He has always and will always be in subjection to Him.  Yes, He is God and always will be; but, within that He can be in subject to His own Father.  This is teaching the grand order that God has set up here on Earth.

4. Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his head

Praying or prophesying is an act of worship, devotion to God, ministering, submission to God, etc..

There is a subtle play with words here.  There are 2 types of “head” discussed in these verses: an head that is the one in charge, and an head that is at the top of one’s body.

The physical head is actually not the whole unit that sits atop the neck area.  The head is actually just the top of all that, and goes down to just below the ears and to the edge of the eyebrow area, and in the back to the border with the top part of the neck.  It basically covers the area where the hair grows from (but not to).  There is also the face area.  These are not part of the head specifically.

The context is not hats, because we see that it is hair in verse 15.  Hats are not mentioned at all in this passage.  No bonnets, scarfs;  nothing but hair and authority.  Many commentators teach this to be pertaining to hats for men, but later, hair for women…you can’t have it both ways.

A man covering his head would be dealing with hair that fully covers the head area.  Another teaching in this is long vs short hair.  These 2 put together would show us that a man whose head is covered might have long pieces of hair and enough hair grown that it completely is covering the head area, possibly including the back of the neck, the ears, and the forehead.

Who is man’s head?  Verse 3 says it is indeed Jesus Christ. A man who tries to show submission and homage to Jesus Christ is not portraying that when the man’s head is completely covered with hair (like a women’s).

5. But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven

When a woman comes before the thrice holy God, she must be submissive (just as the man must) or God will reject her ‘praying’ and her ‘prophesying’.  

A woman having her ‘head uncovered’ is pertaining to how a man should have his head, i.e. short hairs and the hair not extending to the neck area, the forehead, or over the ears.

The ‘dishonoring her head’ is referring to her husband’s authority.  Just like in verse 4, it wasn’t referring to the physical, but to authority.

If her head is uncovered it is basically the same as being ‘shaven’; i.e. like a Marine haircut.  Once again, the context is not hats but hair; how can a hat be ‘shaven’?! 

6. For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered.

A woman who is attempting to live for Jesus Christ, but purposefully wants to keep her hair like that of a man’s, uncovered, then just go all the way and shave it to the skin.  “Shorn” means shaven, and pertains to lambs wool.  

Many of the Corinthian prostitutes had their heads shaved to show that they were not under any male headship and were totally available for hire of any.  This would of course be a shame.  

The main teaching here I believe is that if a woman wants to rebel against her head (male) then she should make it very obvious and shave her head, so there will be no doubt about it.  But, if she understands that this is a shame to a woman (as the Bible and society teaches) then don’t do it.  A prostitute doesn’t feel shamed usually…so she would continue with keeping her head shavened.  Shame shows submission and thus would bring a woman to cover her head with hair.

7. For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man.

8. For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man.

9. Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.

God is not feminine, but masculine.  Man is made in the image of God (Gen 1:26+).  Man is to look like, resemble, be in the image of, God Himself.  

Covering the head (long hair) on the man causes him not to resemble God.  It doesn’t show God’s glory.

The woman isn’t made in the exact image of God per se.  She is made in the image of man.  She is ‘woman’ ; i.e. ‘from man’.  Thus, a woman gives glory to the man by having longer hair which shows submission to her head.

Eve came from Adam; not vice versa.

Verse 9 is controversial, but nonetheless very accurate.  Woman was made because man needed an helpmeet (Ge 2:18,21:1+).  And she definitely helps him be what God wants him to be.

Man came from God and woman came from man.  

10. For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels.

What cause?  Because that women are the glory of men and of the man and is created for the man.  

“Ought” teaches us here that in order for this ‘cause’ to be clearly seen, they need to show (have) submissiveness to her authority (power).

“Because of the angels”:  there is lots of confusion on this.  The angels understand authority, rank, submissiveness, headship.  Their whole system is controlled by this truism.  Angels also observe and minister to men and women, and if orderliness is not in place then it can cause angels (minstering) to maybe not be able to minister (?).  I believe that the angelic ranks teach us order and rank, etc., and this is the specific reference here.  Also, the fallen angels showed great rebellion, and hair length can show this too.  Angels are apparently all male and God’s angels have short hair and the devils possibly long (today’s pictures).

11. Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord.

However, it is important to clarify that the woman is not a slave of the man and the man is not the master of the woman.  

Also, the man is not to be without ‘a’ woman…Genesis (many references to that here) teaches that a man is to leave his parents and cleave unto a wife.  Likewise, a woman is not to be alone, but should be married.  But, it must be ‘in the Lord’ (with God’s approval).

12. For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all things of God.

We know that woman first came from man (Adam’s rib), but, after that, all men come from women, i.e. via birth.  There is a mutual dependence here.  This is trying to teach that man is not superior to women by nature, only by position.  

But, man’s limited superiority pales in comparison to God’s.  Everything that is is of God.  We are really nothing compared to God.

13. Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered?

Getting back to the subject matter:  Just look around you; you don’t even need the Bible to explain this.  Comely means ‘proper’, ‘suitableness’.  Is it proper that a woman has very short hair, or even shaved?

Some say that this is referring to a little bonnet or lace covering.  I believe the woman's long hair is a proper covering in all instances, but if someone is convicted that an extra covering is necessary, then it should be a true covering. A small piece of lace or cloth sitting on the top of the hair is not a covering. A bonnet like those worn by the Salvation Army is not a covering. If the covering is something other than the woman's long hair, then it must be something that actually covers her head. It should be shawl-like and should be draped over the hair.  This would be much like we see the women of the Arab countries wearing.

14. Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?

What we see out there with animals is that (in general) female animals tend to have longer hair, manes, fur, etc..

Also, just be aware that by nature men and women are quite different in appearance.

I think it also teaches us that culture (in general) has always had this norm that long hair on a man is a shame.

The Nazarite vow (Sampson, etc) showed the man was willing to undergo great shame for his Lord.

Though, nowadays, it is less and less a shame for a man to have long hair.  But, look at what kind of men have long hair;  it is usually those trying to rebel in some way.

The men of Paul's day typically wore their hair short. This is obvious from the statues and artwork that has survived. I have toured both the British Museum and the Vatican Museum on several occasions and viewed the countless statues of males from the era of the Roman Empire, and invariably they have short hair. The emperors set the standard and they had very short hair. The only men in Israel that had long hair were rebels (i.e., Absalom, 2 Sam. 14:26) and those who took the vow of the Nazarite (Num. 6:5; Jud. 16:7; 1 Sam. 1:11). The depictions of Jesus with long hair are erroneous. He was not a Nazarite and He would not have worn long hair, since that is a "shame."

Long hair on a man, typically is a vagrant sign of rebellion against culture, government, family, and church.  Just because it is somewhat in style doesn’t make it any less a statement.  Some wear it long because they think they look ‘prettier’.  It is a step closer, and a big one at that, to the homosexual lifestyle and even to transgenderhood..

What is long hair on a man?  Hair that goes much over his forehead, that covers his ears, that goes over the back of his neck.   The man’s hair should not totally cover his head.  The head is the scalp portion basically; it does not include the ears, forehead, or neck.  

Short is short, and long is long.  In between is dangerous.

15. But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.

A woman’s hair is to act like a beautiful ‘crown’ (glory) that she wears upon her head.  

Long hair is the opposite of short hair; why ride the fence and see how short you can wear your hair and still be considered 

A woman tends to be able to produce a lot more hair on her head than a man.  Men tend to bald a bunch too; whereas women tend not to.

God gave women a certain type of hair so that it could specifically be a good covering for her head.

The key here is not the technical aspects of how long of hair one wears, but on what it is displaying from the heart to their male authority and ultimately to their Divine authority.

This verse clearly shows that the context is not hats but hair that is the covering device.

16. But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God.

Many were becoming contentious in that Corinthian society at that time.  They wanted  liberty to be free from the Law, but this caused some to not have any standards.  Men were actually encouraging the women to have short hair also.  Paul flatly stated that none of the churches he had anything to do with, had this custom.  This was probably all the churches of God.  And, thus today, is (or should) all of the Lord’s churches.  Our custom goes along with this teaching.  We don’t make hair length a big issue, but it does say a lot about how one views authority, possibly.
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