TAKE THE NEXT STEP!
Christian life is full of little steps.  

What step are you on right now?

Are you on the step where God expects you to be?

Are you ready to take the next step?!

Eph 4:11-15  Grow up into Him in all things.  The question is not “where are you growing” but “where are you not growing”.  You are suppose to grow in “all things”, not just those the seem to suit your interests, time, and temperment.
2Pe 1:5-8  Add to your faith.  When was the last time you “added” anything to your spiritual life?!  You are suppose to always be in the adding process.  What is next to add?  Don’t subtract!  There is lots left to add!
1.  SALVATION
Jn 3:3,7  Ye must be born again!

This is the very first step that one must take!  Many skip this step unknowingly.  No other steps can be reached without this one.  You can be a faithful serving member that is being trained, but if you are not saved, then it is all for naught!  Ye must be born again!  There is only 1 step to enter Heaven…not 7, etc.!  
Many think that once this step is reached, they are home.  No!  This is just the beginning!

2.  BAPTISM
Acts 8:36  What doth hinder (you)…?

Right after the salvation step comes this one.  This step allows you to enter into the Church.  It seems to be the toughest step for many.  Many refuse to take this step:  already baptized (unscripturally) and not willing to do it again (correctly);  not willing to get serious;  too embarrassed;  ignorant of its importance;  etc..  What doth hinder you?!
3.  MEMBERSHIP
Acts 2:41  Glad to become a member?
These first three steps should be a ‘no brainer’.  They should all come in the same day/week.  Many are very confused on the importance of membership.  Can you serve God apart from being a member of Christ’s body?  I trow not.  Your rewards are based on following what Jesus Christ has told you to do.  Can you miss the first two steps and think you’ll be getting any rewards?  You should be ‘glad’ to be a member of one of the Lord’s churches.
Many have been scripturally baptized, but have left that church and their membership is “in transition”.  You can’t serve God apart from the church you are a member of.  Here’s a thought:  Baptism adds you to the membership of a church;  so if you are not a member of a church, then you need to get baptized;  the point is that you are always a member of a church;  you can transfer membership, but you can’t just ‘quit’.

4.  FAITHFULNESS
1Co 4:2  It is required in stewards.
Many believe that they have checked off all of God’s requirements by becoming a member of one of His churches.  That is still just the beginning.  God won’t start using you greatly if you aren’t faithful.  It is required to be faithful.  One of the key areas that you need to be faithful at is attendance and commitment to your church’s services and activities.  If you are wanting to be used by God, this is required.   This is a tought step for most.  But, it is totally logical and reasonable.  If you have been saved from Hell, and made a public declaration of your seriousness for God; and have fully agreed to become a member of one of His churches; then why is it so ‘tough’ to be faithful as a member?!
5.  SERVICE
Mt 25:21  Can you be a faithful servant over just a few things?
Many will say that they have done all that God expects of them by showing up every week to their church’s services.  They really haven’t even done anything yet for the Lord though.  Service starts when you have been found faithful.  God wants you to go step by step in the area of service.  He wants you to start with one area of service, and then step by step add a few more.  Just a few things.  Be good at just a few and God will reward you big time!  Here are just a few “steps” in service:  teaching, soulwinning head, teen leader, youth leader, cleaning, bus, secretarial, pastor assistant, outreach groups, treasury, music, building, etc..
6.  TRAINING
2Ti 2:2  Are you willing to be committed with these things?
So, you have your area of service and feel very content.  Well , that’s good, but there are still more steps.  Why not get trained better for it?!  Why not get trained for other areas of service?!  Be at all the Bible teaching services;  be at Bible college/study;  increase your personal Bible study.  
Your pastor wants to commit these things to you;  are you willing to let him?

7.  FULL TIME SERVICE
Acts 13:2  Is the Holy Ghost trying to ‘separate’ you?

Here is a last step, but yet a first step too.  Are you ready to be separated for “the work” that God may have called you specifically to?  Are you busy ministering and praying (and even fasting)?  Are you being trained?  Have you surrendered to whatever God will have you do?!  
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