THE SPIRIT OF CHURCH GROWTH

Eph 2:18-22 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets [they planted and helped new churches start and stay right], Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone [the church that Jesus Christ started is what all other churches must come from]; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye [church body at Ephesus] also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
1 Cor 3:16-17 Know ye not that ye [church body at Corinth] are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
1 Tim 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God [church assembly] , which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

Jesus Christ started His Church (Mt 16:18) in Jerusalem and trained men (apostles, etc) to carry on the work after He would leave them.  But, He didn’t leave them alone.  He promised them, i.e. the church in Jerusalem, the blessed Holy Spirit.  This same Holy Spirit is with us today that was with those some 1970 years ago.  The Holy Spirit has been very active here on Earth and is endeavoring to build habitations for God in every city in every country.  He is the only presence of God that we have with us today.  

We seem to so desire to have our churches grow but we know very little about the One by whom they will grow!  We must learn more about what the Holy Spirit does within a church that helps the church grow and be builded into an habitation of God.  The following discusses many of the general aspects of the function of the Holy Spirit with in a church.  There are many other areas that the Holy Spirit is involved in in the context of the world and the individual believer…this will just focus on He and the church.
THE SPIRIT OF SALVATION

John 3:5-7 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

Eph 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

Noone can truly be a member of one of the Lord’s churches without being saved.  The Holy Spirit plays ‘the’ key role in convicting and leading one to be saved;  He also regenerates and seals.  One cannot be saved without the Holy Spirit.   Jesus Christ’s part was already accomplished on Calvary.  The Holy Spirit prepares suitable building blocks for a church.  Pray for Him to work in this area for your church.

THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST’S CHURCHES
Representative of Jesus Christ

Ro 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his 
1 John 3:24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.
Matt 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

The [capital S] Spirit of Christ is the Holy Spirit.  An interesting question would be ‘does the Son and the Father each have their own spirit inherently within them and the Holy Spirit of course is separate from these other spirits?’  Afterall, God is a spirit.  The point here though is that the Holy Spirit is ‘of ‘ Jesus Christ.

How are we ‘linked’ to Jesus Christ?  By His Spirit, the Holy Spirit.  Christ ‘abides’ within us via the Spirit of Christ.  

This is how Jesus Christ is still with His churches, alway;  The Holy Spirit represents Him (but is not actually Him) here on Earth.

So, Jesus Christ is the Head of each church, and the Holy Spirit is a representative of Him for each church.  Thank the Lord for His blessed Spirit being here with us.

Adds to Christ’s body

1 Cor 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

The Holy Spirit is the one that actually does the ‘adding’ to Christ’s body, the church.  He leads us to the point of baptism and subsequent church membership.  This leading often is very difficult because of the mindset of most people with baptism and membership.  He has to work pretty hard for most of us.
He is looking for folk that ‘gladly receive His word’.  They will have no problem being baptized and added.

Thus, noone can be added to the body of Christ apart from the Holy Spirit’s intense and relentless pull for baptism and membership.  Pray hard for the Holy Spirit to keep pulling folks towards this, for this is so key in the growth of a church.

Speaker for Christ and His truth
John 16:13-14 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

Rev 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

As said before, the Holy Spirit is the Administrator for the churches in Christ’s stead.  He doesn’t point to Himself, but instead points to Jesus Christ.   He will guide the church into the truth that Jesus Christ gave to His church, i.e. the Bible.   The Holy Spirit speaks to churches, trying to  guide them in the direction they should go.  He definitely wants us to grow and will lead us there.  Our church will grow and strengthen when we listen to and follow our Guide, the Spirit of truth.

THE SPIRIT OF SERVICE
Eph 4:8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.

Ro 12:  Preaching, Teaching, Ministering, Exhorting, Giving, Ruling, Mercy….more?

These spiritual gifts are given to each saved person at salvation (at least one gift).  They are sent from Jesus Christ via the Holy Spirit.  They are gifts in the sense that they are supernatural abilities in certain key areas that will help a church function properly and grow, grow, grow.  We each need to be very aware of what our own gift(s) is/are.  And then be busy using it for the Lord.

THE SPIRIT OF UNITY

Eph 4:3-6 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
As we unify around the truth that is brought to us by the Spirit of truth, we will be strengthened and be able to be greatly used by God.  Undoubtedly there will result in great growth.  Divisions will cause the body to operate poorly and result in stimied growth.  We need to get unified in the one truth and watch God lead us by the Spirit of truth to do great things for Him!
THE SPIRIT OF POWERFUL PREACHING

1 Cor 2:4-5 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

Through the Holy Spirit, powerful preaching can be demonstrated and affect the church to do great things for God.  This will undoubtedly cause great growth both numerically and spiritually!  Pray for the preacher’s power, and pray for the peoples’ response to this.

THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS
Acts 13:2-4 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

The Holy Ghost is who chooses within a church men (and their families) to be sent out as ‘missionaries’.  The folks that He chooses are to already be busy ministering and fasting.  Where do missionaries come from?  From churches like yours and mine, as the Holy Spirit separates them out and sends them forth.  This is probably the number one key to church growth:  the reproduction of another church in a needful area.  Beg the Lord to choose you out for this most noble endeavor.

THE SPIRIT OF POWER
John 7:38-39 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
John 20:22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

Acts 1:5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
Acts 2:1-4 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

To understand Pentecost and the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, we need to see a few things: one is that there is a difference between ‘receiving the Holy Ghost’ and the Baptism with the Holy Ghost.  God said that those at the John 7 timeframe would ‘receive’ Him, and this would be after Jesus was glorified.  In Jn 14 and Jn 16 above, the Holy Spirit was promised to come, which occurred at Pentecost as most would assuredly agree.  But, when comparing Jn 7 with Jn 20, we notice that those disciples at Jn 7 did indeed receive the Spirit here in Jn 20, which was just after Jesus was glorified but about 7 days before Pentecost.  These disciples appear to be the church (though there may have been some missing then).  Thus, most, or all, of the church members individually received the Holy Ghost at Jn 20 timeframe.  Then, Acts 1 states that they were to ‘tarry’ there in Jerusalem until the Baptism of the Holy Ghost occurred.  This they did, and then on the Day of Pentecost, the church body was assembled and the Holy Spirit was given (Jn 14, 16, etc); not to the individual believers, but to the church body itself, corporately.  They were without a Comfortor, a Speaker, a Representative of the GodHead, an Administrator; and they as a church lacked ‘power’.  This empowerment was based upon the ‘whole church being filled with the Holy Ghost’.  This one time baptism of the church there at Jerusalem gave supernatural power to this organism as a whole, and its parts, members, went out to do what Jesus Christ had commanded them via the power of the corporate energization by the Holy Ghost.  The church grew incredibly fast; sometimes thousands in one day.  Oh we need to beg for that kind of power today!  The baptism already occurred.  It’s done.  But, the power is not done.  It is the same power that was initially given back there at Pentecost!

THE FILLING WITH THE SPIRIT
Eph 5:18-21 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

As did happen on Pentecost, needs to keep happening, i.e. being filled with the Spirit.  It is a command.  If we each are, then the church will be, and there will be singing unto the Lord, thanksgiving, and submission to one another.  This will be ‘the sign’ of the filling with the Holy Ghost.  And when filled, we know from Acts 2 that there is great power for growth!  The Holy Spirit has been given to each church and wants to display this same Pentecostal power (minus the passed sign gifts).  Let’s all yield to Him and be filled right now and watch the Lord’s power be displayed…thru souls being saved and folks being baptized and added to the body!
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