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DO YOU LOVE GOD?
ARE YOU SURE?

MOST WHO SAY THEY LOVE GOD, REALLY DON’T.

I think that almost any flag waving American would say that they indeed “love God”.  For sure, every Church goer would declare unashameably that they “love God”.  It is kind of a statement that is made without really any thought put towards it.  It is basically a given that they do.  Saying you love God is one thing;  but showing that you love God is by far another.

Loving God is at first glance a rather simple idea, but on close examination becomes quite complex really.  To get a better frame of thought on loving God, let us look at loving a fellow human for starters.

The following is a good, realistic example of someone that “loves” another fellow human:
Two young people that are engaged to be married soon.  When they aren’t together staring at each other, they are on the cell phone or writing emails back and forth almost none stop.  They read the letters over and over again…taking in every word.  They just can’t wait until they see each other again the next day.  The man spends lots of money on his fiance because she is so special to him.  They really do love each other and would do just about anything for the other.

Now, let’s apply this example to “loving God”.  I think it’s reasonable to at least love God as much as we would a fellow sinner here on earth.  
1.  Do you understand that you are “engaged” also?  It is via your membership in one of His churches, His bride.  Is your commitment to this level?  Are you preparing for that great day that is soon coming?

2.  Do you look forward to the next time you are with the Lord in personal or corporate devotion/worship?  Is it really all you want to do?  Is the church service your favorite time of the week?

3.  Do you have to be talking to the Lord every minute of every day?  Does it bother you not to be talking with Him?

4.  Do you read His letters (Bible) over and over again, looking closely at every word?
5.  Do you give gifts and love offerings to the Lord to show Him how special He is to you?

6.  Would you do just about anything for the Lord?

It is sad to say that on every one of these points we all woefully fail!  We know how to show “love” to our future spouse, but we seem to not understand the same level of loving our Lord and Saviour.  

This love is only on the “eros” level.  The next level is the “phileos” level which is brotherly love.  That is the love that fellow members of a church are to have for each other.  Then, lastly, is the “agape” level of love, which is the love that God has for us and that we are to try to immulate.  If we can’t show love for the Lord at one of these lower levels, how praytell are we going to be able to show Him the love He truly deserves…i.e agape level love?!

What the Bible teaches us about loving God:
***Only one that is born again is capable of loving God.
1 John 4:7+ Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
John 8:42-44 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

***If you don’t show love towards the Lord Jesus Christ, then you 

      ought to be damned to Hell forever.

1 Cor 16:22 If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.

***We would never have loved God without Him showing His love   

       to us first.
1 John 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us.

***It is theoretically not easy to love someone you have never seen.

1 Peter 1:7-8 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

***If you don’t show a desire, commitment, and a good record at 

     obeying the commands in the Bible, then you do not love God.

John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

1 John 5:2-3 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

1 John 2:3-5 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.

John 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.

John 14:21,23,24 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.
***Your love for God must be more than your love for mom or dad.

Matt 10:37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

***If you don’t love the fellow members of this church, then your so 

     called love for God is a farce.

1 John 4:20-21 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.

***Even preachers can love “things” more than God.

John 21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

The lost are incapable of loving God, however, and their attempts at “loving Him” are at best futile. Christians have experienced the true “saving love of God” and really have no excuse for not giving reasonable love back to our great and wonderful God.  Saying that we love God, and then showing that we love God according to the Bible, are two vastly different things.  The Bible teaches us that in order to show love to God we are to obey His commandments, love our brethren, and love God more than all other people and things.  

We need to seriously contemplate whether we are really “loving God”.  Many will raise hands to heaven with tears flowing and cry “thank you Jesus” over and over again, but is that “loving Jesus Christ”?  Many will show up to church services on occasion, but is that “loving God”?  Many will just simply say “I love God”…but is that really true?  Let’s evaluate all this by looking at the Bible and its clear teaching on “loving God”.

Amen.

