TITHING  IS FOR TODAY
1. GENERAL GIVING GUIDELINES
Lay up your treasures in Heaven (Mt 6:19-21)

Give to God’s Kingdom and He will take care of your needs (Mt 6:25-33)

Give in secret and you will be openly rewarded (Mt 6:3,4)

Liberal giving brings personal increase (Pv 11:24,25)

You reap at least as much as you sow (2Co 9:6)

Giving is a way to honor the Lord (Pv 3:9)
2. THE TENTH

Tithe means 1/10 or 10%, or one out of ten.
The tithe is the Lord’s (Lev 27:30).

Compare Ge 14:20 with He 7:2.  This shows the tithe to be 10% of  all one owns or has in possession, including, but not limited to, his income (money).
3. SECOND TITHE
The second tithe, done every third year, was eaten before the Lord by the offerers, and was of that which remained after the Levites were satisfied (De 12:17,18; 14:23-27).

4. LAW OF FIRST MENTION

Tithing is first mentioned in Genesis 14, and the pattern set there prevails through all the Bible.  Abraham gave Melchizadek tithes of all (Ge 14:20).  Given to God, and specifically to the “man of God” (the Priest here);  a tenth “of all”.

5. ABRAHAM’S EXAMPLE
He was the father of all believers and set a pattern for us  (Rom.4:1-12).

To Melchizedek a type of Christ (or actually Christ Himself) (Heb. 7:1-21).
6. THE TITHE IS ONLY JUST THE BEGINNING IN GIVING for the O.T. saint
1. Burnt Offerings--This was the daily burnt offering on the brazen altar, where the fire was never allowed to go out.             2. Sacrifice offerings—Lev 1-6     3. Tithe—10% of all income.     4. Heave Offerings—At least 10% of the tithe "of all the best thereof." Num. 18:26-32   5. Vow Offerings--Anything they vowed to give to the Lord.    6. Freewill Offerings--For building the Tabernacle or any other project endorsed by the Lord. Ex. 25:1-9       7. First Fruits Offering—Ex 23:19; De 26:1-4    8. Redemption money—Lev 27:3-7               9. Corners—Lev 19:9,10; De 24:19      10. Sabath of the land—Lev 25:1-7
7. NEW TESTAMENT TITHING

Abraham Commenced it (Ge 14:18-20); Jacob Continued it (Ge 28:20-22); Moses Confirmed it (Le 27:30); Malachi Commanded it (Mal 3:10); Jesus Commended it (Mt 23:23); God Commissioned it (1Co 9:14); and Paul Clarified it (1Co 16:2).   

Thus, tithing was done over 500 years before the Law was ever given, all the way through the period of the Law, and well after the period of the Law.  The tithe is not just a part of the Law; it is a Biblical principle taught throughout Scripture, from Abraham to Paul.

According to 1Co 16:2 we are to: Give periodically "Upon the first day of the week." Give personally "every one of you." Give properly "lay by him in store." The storehouse is the Church where God's people gather on the first day of the week. Note in v. 1 that this is an order to the Church at Corinth. Give providentially "as God hath prospered." Prosperity comes from God. Give proportionately "as God hath prospered." Give in proportion to your income. Give preventively "that there be no gatherings when I come."  Be on time with your giving, and not caught behind schedule.

Jesus Christ tithed
In Matt 23:23 we see Jesus commending the “ultra-religious” Pharisees for their “tithing”.  They even tithed of their spices which they raised. "Mint was grown for its pleasant odour; anise, or dill and cummin, for their aromatic flavor. These were cultivated, not for food, but for scents and relishes; and only a small quantity of each would be grown in a private garden for the use of a household." (Fraser)  Jesus Christ came to be the end of the Law by His perfect fulfilling of it.  He was preaching to the multitudes about the Pharisees and their “vain” works.  But, he mentioned about the tithing they had done that they “ought to have done” this. We believe that Jesus Christ was a tither. He kept the law and tithing was a part of that law. The Pharisees and others sought to find Him in violation of the law, but they never accused Him of not tithing.

Paul taught about tithing

Paul taught on the support of pastors through their individual church (1Co 9:14)
As we know already, the Old Testament priests were supported by tithes and offerings (Num. 18:19-21). Tithing was practiced by New Testament Christians as seen in Heb.7:8. The context here is comparing Abraham giving tithes to Melchizadek who was alive, and today men giving tithes to those that have died (Pastors who were deceased).
Tithing is still logical

The tithe is not only found within the teachings of the Law, but has been a principle since at least Abraham, and probably since Adam.  The New Testament House of God is somewhat similar to the Old Testament’s.  Keeping the pastors and buildings taken care of must follow a principle, and not just “chance giving” of the church’s members.  The tithe still makes perfect sense.

We are to give the tithe because we want to obey God, because we want to help support the pastor(s), because we want to have a nice building to worship in, and because we want to be blessed.  

8. WHERE TO GIVE THE TITHE
First, it is interesting to note that Abraham “gave” tithes before the Law was instituted (Heb. 7:2a). Levi “payed” tithes under the Law (Heb. 7:9-10).  Today, we “give” voluntarily the tithe, but it is still “owed” to God; though now we are under grace and not the law. Mal 3:10 refers to the “storehouse” which was clearly the “House of God”.  In 1Co 16:2 it speaks of laying up our giving “in store”…in the storehouse.  The New Testament Church is referred to as the House of God in 1Ti 3:15.  In Acts 4:35,37 and 5:2 we see that the Church members brought them to the “apostles’ feet”.  They were most likely at the Church meeting place. God chose out a specific place for the Jews to bring their tithes and offerings.  Gen 12:,5,6 speaks of this and refers to the place where God met with the Israelites.
9. WHAT IS THE TITHE FOR

In the O.T. the tithe was for all aspects of the House of God (the Temple), including the livelihood of the Priests.  1Co 9:13,14 applies this principle to the New Testament Church.  Tithes should never be designated, for they are already inherantly designated for the Pastor(s) and the building(s).  Missions’ giving is separate from this and is covered in detail in other lessons. We should not expect the world to finance the Lord's work, whether through chili suppers, snack bar at the fair, car washes, cake walks, raffles, paper drives, funds drives, cookie sales, or any other means.

10. WHAT IF YOU DON’T GIVE THE TITHE

According to God’s people in Malachi 3:10+
1. They had robbed God of "tithes and offerings."    Robbing is the “forceful” taking away of someone else’s belongings. “Will a man rob God?”  Do you actually think that you will get away with “robbing” God.   
2. They were cursed with a curse.  Kind of a “black cloud” following them around.

3. They found out the windows of heaven closed.   A lack of blessings in their lives.

4. Their crops became unfruitful.  Their income greatly decreased.

5. Others around them could see the troubles they were going through.

6. They experienced physical and spiritual poverty. 
7. They lost the approval and the blessings of God.

This section specifically is dealing with “all” of “Israel” giving their individual tithes.  Maybe, the correct context for us now is “all” the “church members” giving the tithe.  But, it is reasonable to assume that blessings are nonetheless held back from God when we don’t give the tithe, or haven’t given all the tithes.  “Back tithes” are still kept track of by God according to this passage of Scripture.  He keeps good records.  It would behoove us to calculate what we should have given in “tithes” since we first were saved, and to quickly make up this “owed” amount.
The Lord Observes Our Giving, especially that of those that sacrificially give (Mark 12:41-44) 
Here we see Jesus Christ observing those giving at the Temple.  Amounts are not the issue, but “percentages” and “sacrifice” are.  The "mite" was about 1/5 of a cent.  She gave all she had. This also shows us that the poor should give.  The Macedonian saints lived in deep poverty, yet they gave liberally (II Cor. 8:1-5).  According to a Gallup Poll, almost half of the charitable contributions given in the United States, come from households with an income of less than $30,000 per year.
Dishonesty In Giving Is Dangerous (Acts 5:1-11)
Don’t lie to the Holy Spirit that you are giving correctly when you are not.  Giving what you say you are going to give is important. 
Excuses:

I don’t make enough money.  I have to many debts. I don’t think it is for “today”.  I think that the preachers just want to get rich.  My little bit of giving isn’t going to help anyways.
Our talents will be weighed at the end  (Matt 25:16-30)
A Bible scholar tells us that one talent equaled wages for 20 years. A talent of silver weighed 100 pounds in Israel. While a talent of gold weighed 200 pounds. God gives us different quantities of talents. These talents need to be invested for the Lord’s work or else you will be judged.  
One thing that God requires is that we be found faithful (I Cor. 4:1-2).  Faithful with what He gives us.

This stewardship not only covers the tithe, but the other 90% also.
Hag. 2:8, The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.
11. THE REWARD FOR TITHING
According to Mal. 3:10, if all God’s people would tithe then:
The windows of heaven would be opened.
Blessings of such quantity to be poured out that there would not be room enough to receive.
The devourer of their crops and possessions to be rebuked
The fruit was not to prematurely fall off.
All nations to call them blessed
Theirs would be a delightsome land.
God would return unto them. 
Prov. 3:9-10  teaches us that giving Scripturally will allow us to be prosperous and have “plenty”.

Sevenfold Blessing of the Tithe
1. It blesses the heart by making it receptive to God's will.
2. It blesses the life by lifting it to a higher plane of grace. 
3. It blesses the hands by making them willing to do God's work. 
4. It blesses the mind by giving it the satisfaction of doing the right thing. 
5. It blesses the nine-tenths that remains because God has been honored. 
6. It blesses the individual by giving him a part in God's worldwide spiritual kingdom. 
7. It blesses the church by enabling it to carry out a greater ministry. 

**************************************************************
I’m sure you realize that the tithe is Scriptural and logical for we church members today.  

The tithe has many promises attached to it, both good and bad.

What is holding you back on giving the tithe?

Some say that they can’t “afford” to tithe, but I say that you can’t “afford not” to tithe!
Pastor David Warner

Faithful Baptist Church

Omak,   Washington

