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Giving promises often mis-applied by Christians:

2 Cor 9:1-8 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you: For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many. Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready: Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in this same confident boasting. Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness. But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

Ministering to the saints:  referring to giving a “bounty” to other churches in  

   need (Jerusalem’s).

Zeal:  excited to, full of desire, intense.

Ready (prepared):  save up, set aside, put in a “fund”, always ready for the 
   sudden need.

Bounty: liberality in bestowing gifts...the collection for meeting a need.

Bountifully: giving in great liberality...then will receive in great liberality from 
   the Lord.

Purposeth: not the tithe;  done cheerfully, from the heart, willingly, it is up to you 
   and the Lord.

THE PROMISE:  “reaping bountifully”...can be claimed in reference to giving 
   towards churches that are in need, and giving cheerfully.

Mal 3:8-11 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

Rob:  taking forcefully with the other party fully aware.

Tithes & Offerings:  both of these are “owed” to God and are non-negotiable.

Curse:  bad things happen when you rob someone...especially God Almighty!

Whole Nation:  the context is for Israel...application is limited, but may apply to 

   the “church”.

All the Tithes:  not just one person deciding to finally tithe, but every member, 

   and may include “back” tithes.  The offerings weren’t even mentioned   

   here...they are owed, but He is showing mercy.

Meat in Mine House:  the reason for the tithes and offerings;  for the needs of 

   those working in His house.

Prove:  He is almost daring them to do it...it is a for sure result if all the tithes 

   came in.

A blessing:  a one time great thing...more than you can handle.

Devourer:  when Israel (and the church?) fails here, the Devil destroys and 

   devours “things”.

THE PROMISE:  “pour you out a blessing...” can be claimed for sure concerning 

   Israel as a whole doing this, and possibly for a church as a whole doing 

   this...but not so probably for a person doing this.

Phil 4:15-19 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
Communicated:  in the area of finances and needs...not just chit chat.

Necessity:  Missionaries have needs that have to be met...every month.

Fruit:  God keeps track in Heaven with an account ledger...really.

Things:  Money is fine, but what they really need are things;  if you have it in 

   your possesion, give it.

Wellpleasing:  When you give this way God is extremely happy and smiles big at 

   you.

THE PROMISE:  “supply all your need” can be claimed when you are giving to 

   meet the needs of missionaries.

Luke 6:30-38 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
Every man:  saved or unsaved, friend or foe.

Lend:  Not as we understand it but as in giving it to them, not expecting anything 

   back.

Reward:  One of just a few times where the Bible says “great reward”.

Merciful:  The key motive in giving to others.

THE PROMISE:  you can claim this promise if you give mercifully to others’ 

   needs and then God will use others to give great rewards back to you 

   abundantly.

Other verses of interest

2 Cor 8:3-4 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.       8:10-16 And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago. Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened: But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality: As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.
Prov 3:9-10 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with 
new wine.

1 Cor 16:2,3 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality 
unto Jerusalem.

Matt 6:3-4 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself 
shall reward thee openly.

Prov 11:24-25 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he 
that watereth shall be watered also himself.

Matt 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

2 Chron 31:4 Moreover he commanded the people that dwelt in Jerusalem to give the portion of the priests and the Levites, that they might be encouraged in the law of the LORD.

Gal 6:7-10 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in 
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Prov 19:17 He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him again.

Prov 22:9 He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor.

Acts 20:35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

