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A.  FOOLS DON’T WANT TO LEARN

1:7  …fools despise wisdom and instruction.

1:22  …fools hate knowledge?
15:5 …despiseth his father's instruction:…

Fools not only don’t want to be taught, but they actually despise it and hate it!

Kids today generally detest their parents ideas, rules, goals, etc.  They look to their peers for guidance.   FOOLS

In our public school systems:  most are totally bored with being there and can’t wait till they are graduated.   FOOLS

Sadly, most of those in Sunday School are bored and can’t wait till the hour is over.  FOOLS

The general consensus is to occupy one’s time with silly games, sports, movies, or idle chit chat.  FOOLS

There is little desire of Americans to better themselves, to learn more, to gain wisdom.  “If it doesn’t help me get more money, then what’s 

     the point,” they will say.  FOOLS

Sadly, most Christians are after financial freedom and basically despise wisdom and instruction.  If they desired it then why aren’t they at all 

     the services at Church; why aren’t they reading and studying their Bible everyday; why aren’t they getting other theological books to read; 

     why aren’t they enrolled in Bible college classes; why aren’t they discussing with their teacher or pastor interesting facts and queries of 

     the Bible???  Why aren’t they?!   FOOLS

Do you truly desire to be taught and gain wisdom, or could you ‘take it or leave it’?

B.  FOOLS ARE TROUBLEMAKERS

17:24 …the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth.
20:3 …every fool will be meddling.

10:23  …do mischief:…
Fools are focused on the world around them and can’t stand it when others aren’t doing the same.

                                           -3-

People are seemingly always looking around them and trying to keep up with the latest trends; keep up with the Jones’; intrigued by what the 

     world has to offer; seemingly totally oblivious to the reality of God and eternity.   FOOLS

Christians’ eyes are fixated on the world and what it has to offer too.  FOOLS

If anyone is trying to better themselves and pursue more noble goals, the fools try to meddle and cause them to derail.  It bothers them to see 

     others gaining knowledge and improving themselves.   FOOLS

The youth today are bent on causing trouble; on doing crazy things to get noticed; on looking for a cheap thrill.  They can’t stand ‘normal’ 

     people and their mischief is often pointed at these.    FOOLS

Sometimes the saints of God will choose to cause trouble in a church because there are some that are spiritually improving themselves and 

     these others are not…they then meddle and try to cause mischief.   FOOLS

Are you trying to focus on God and not on the world, or are you a worldly minded troublemaker?

C. FOOLS CAN’T KEEP QUIET

12:23 …proclaimeth foolishness .

15:2 …the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness .

29:11 …uttereth all his mind:…
Fools love to talk about their foolish folly. 

People that just can’t keep their mouth closed often times are just talking foolishness.  FOOLS

They don’t proclaim anything that is edifying or helpful…it’s just all about them and their silly pursuits.  FOOLS

There seems to be no care in what they say, it is just simply pouring out everything that is in their minds.   FOOLS

We Christians often will just talk and talk away without giving hardly any thought to the appropriateness or helpfulness of our words.FOOLS
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Are you concerned with what comes out of your mouth, or do you just talk and talk and pour out all that is on your mind?

D.  FOOLS ONLY TRUST IN THEMSELVES

12:15  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes:… 

28:26 …trusteth in his own heart…

18:2 …hath…delight…that his heart may discover itself.
14:16 …the fool rageth, and is confident.

14:9  …make a mock at sin:…

13:19  …it is abomination to fools to depart from evil.
26:11 …a fool returneth to his folly.

Fools are only concerned with what they think is right and they laugh at anyone who tell them different.
The “Me” generation has grandkids now…oh how self-centerred America is today!  FOOLS

If ‘we’ think it’s right then that’s really all that matters (abortion).  FOOLS

The only thing that people seem to be willing to trust is their own wicked deceitful heart.  FOOLS

The main desire seems to be to do whatever pleases one’s own heart.   FOOLS

Christians seem to trust more in what they think than what ‘thus saith the Lord’.  FOOLS

No matter what others may say, the average American pursues his hearts ambitions and won’t stop for anything; and they are totally confident that they are right and that the others are wrong.  They don’t care what those ‘right-winged, fundamental, Bible thumpers’ say.   FOOLS

Christians often are over-confident that they are right in their fleshly pursuits.  FOOLS

Many in our city will laugh at what the Bible calls sin; they enjoy it and think that Christians are idiots.   FOOLS

They would almost rather die than to stop their favorite sins.  It is loathsome to them to even think of such a thing.  FOOLS
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They can’t seem to stop their foolish ways;  no matter what parents, police, preachers try to do, they keep returning to it.   FOOLS
Christians have sins that they keep on willingly returning to time and time again.  FOOLS
Are you trusting only in what Jesus Christ says is right to do, or in what seems right to you?

WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE FOOLISH- 

              NESS OF PROVERBS

A. HARSH PUNISHMENT IS NEEDED

22:15 …the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

19:29 …stripes (are prepared) for the back of fools .

26:3 …a rod for the fool's back.

27:22 Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from him.

29:9 If a wise man contendeth with a foolish man, whether he rage or laugh, there is no rest.

It is next to impossible to get the foolish to repent (27:22).  Once someone despises instruction, is bent on causing trouble, can’t seem to keep his mouth shut, and only will trust in what he thinks is right,   it will take drastic measures to get them to change (22:15).  No matter how wise you may think you are, it is a losing battle to reason with the foolish (29:9).

B. PROBABLY BEST TO JUST LEAVE THEM ALONE

14:7 Go from the presence of a foolish man…
9:6 Forsake the foolish…

23:9 Speak not in the ears of a fool:…
26:4 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.

26:5 Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.
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Because it is so difficult to help a fool get out of his folly, it is best to stay far away from the foolish (14:7);  do everything you can to avoid them (forsake) (9:6);  don’t think that talking to them is going to do any good (23:9); for you will probably just get caught up in all their folly too (26:4);  if you do say anything, rebuke them concerning their folly so at least they have some slim hope of forsaking their foolishness (26:5).

We are surrounded by foolish people.  Sadly, many of us start becoming just like them.  Hopefully society will punish them harshly, but we had better just totally stay away from them.

Fools will probably stay as fools.

Fools want you to be a fool too.

Who’s fooling who?
    WHO’S

   FOOLING

     WHO?
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