2 Peter 1
add to your faith

1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:  Don’t you just love those that have “like precious faith” as you?  Fundamental, KJV only, closed communion, Baptist baptism, separated Baptists!  This great faith comes from Jesus Christ.  Though, actually here “faith” is referring to simply the doctrine of salvation, I believe.
2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.   

This “knowledge” of God is accomplished through studying His Word (2).  We obtain all things we need to live a godly life by this knowledge.  This knowledge will  equip us for His calling for us to glorify Him and to be virtuous. (3)  In getting knowledge from the Bible, there are multitudes of precious promises in this Book of our precious faith:  the most noteworthy is that we can become the “sons of God”…His children…and put on an incorruptable body someday (4).

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  

This most precious like faith that we all share, needs us to be diligent to add to it some things.  Not adding like it is incomplete, but adding beyond just the believing it, to the actual living of it!  So, besides just being “saved” or just “doctrinally sound”, you need to add virtue (moral excellence);  and then more and more of this “knowledge”, which will help you to have control and carefullness in your life, giving you patience, making you more godly, which promotes  you being kind and charitable to your fellow church members here. Don’t stop your spiritual maturing at just doctrine.  There is more knowledge available for your growth.  Get into your Bible!
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.  

Are you “blind” or “abounding”?  Knowledge is indeed “power”.  Don’t just add them a little, but “abound” in them.  Get more and more and more knowledge of your faith and beyond.  But, what good is knowledge if you don’t put it into practice?!  That is why you must be “fruitful” with it. (8)   Those that forget that they were doomed to Hell and the enemies of God, also forget that they need to gain in knowledge once they have been saved.  You can be saved and still be blind to everything else!  Very limited in spiritual sight.  Doesn’t have the “big picture” yet.  You need to open up your eyes to this chapter.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:  This section often leads folks into believing in “Sovereign Grace” teachings that God “elects” certain people for salvation.  The exegesis on this verse is that we saved folk rather than forgetting and being blind beyond our “supposed” salvation, should be diligent to add to this simple saving faith of ours those items listed here;  this will give you and others surity of being saved.  We are “called” to do these things, and also “elected” (chosen) to do these once we are indeed saved.  It is God’s expectation and purpose for all who get saved to be sanctified, holy, and fulfilling His calling.  You will not “fall away” from this calling if you keep remembering it, and not forgetting it.  
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

A somewhat difficult verse to exegete, but it seems to state that if we add things to our salvation as mentioned above, we will have a “grand entrance” into Heaven…pomp and circumstance, etc.  Spurgeon, WyCliffe, and Matthew Henry vote this way.
12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.

13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;

14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.

15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.

Here, Peter clearly wants to help them to “remember” to be diligent in making their calling and election sure.  We have to be almost constantly reminded that there are things that should be happening after salvation;  we are to be constantly trying to “add”. (12)   The preachers job is to stir you all up to remember (13).   Peter was shown by God that he would die soon;  he knew he had only a short time to preach to these beloved ones (14).  His main job here was to make sure that they would indeed remember all this after he was gone.  That’s why preachers keep harping on the same things all the time.  When you get it, then he can move on to other things. (15)

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.  

The world needs to know that what we believe and teach is not cunningly devised fables/myths/folklore.  But many believe just that about what we preach on the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Peter and the others actually witnessed it all. (16)  They also witnessed the Father speaking from Heaven concerning Jesus Christ greatly pleasing Him by being baptized. Christ’s majesty showed here as He was changed before their eyes.  Their belief was very strong and unwavering because of all this.  Before Christ’s resurrection they were feeble and weak in faith. But, actually seeing something happen is a powerful tool in believing that something is true.  Afterall, “seeing is believing”.   (17,18)
19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.   

What could be more confirming of something than actually seeing and hearing it?  Well, Peter states here that “more sure” in “forthtelling the truth” (prophesying) is the “forthtelling” of the Scriptures!  The Bible (KJV) is more sure, more confirming, more true, more exact, more trustworthy, than if you were there with Peter witnessing all that Jesus Christ did.  Why is that?  Because seeing or hearing something still leaves a subjective element to what actually happened…the truth.  It is one’s interpretation of it…how they percieved it…what they remember hearing…with biases already effecting it.  When one reads the precious Word of God, there is none of that;  it is straight from the Holy Spirit of God without any error.  Men didn’t write what they thought…but they were “moved by the Holy Ghost”.  Also, these men were just not any men, but were “holy men”.   And, to clarify more on the exactness of the Bible, no one statement or verse is to be interpreted by itself.  Scripture interprets Scripture!  That is so key for “rightly dividing the Word of Truth”.   Thus, the Bible can be totally trusted beyond anything else that you could hear or see concerning the truth about God.  “Holy” men were “moved by the Holy Ghost” to write these “more sure words” that interpret themselves as a whole to give us the most trustworthy source of truth available to man.  So, don’t be looking for swelling emotions, visions, miracles, manifestations of a spirit, or other “superstituous” happenings to confirm what is truth.  Look to the Bible!
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