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EASTER AND THE BIBLE

The pagan holiday of “Easter” had been widely practiced by Christians since the 4th and 5th centuries.  They simply took the pagan practices of long ago and applied them to their belief system involving the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This was evident in many of the Bible translations of the distant past. When Tyndale began translating the Bible he was faced with the popular translation of the word pascha as “Easter” in 19 instances of the New Testament and 22 instances of the Old Testament.  He used a new term for all these instances …. ”passover”;    except for one instance, and that was in Acts 12:4.  

ACTS 12:1-4

1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.

3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.)

4 And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.

The King James Version rightly translated Acts 12:4 “pascha” as Easter.  It is the only use of the word in our Bible, and this Bible is greatly attacked because of its rendering there in Acts 12.  But, this is the exact location in Scripture where “Easter” must be used to differentiate it from “Passover”.  In Nu 28:16,17 it states:  And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of the LORD. And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten. Here we read that “the passover” is on the 14th day of the month Nissan and on the 15th day begins the feast of unleavened bread.  Thus, the Passover occurred before the feast of unleavened bread, not after!  So, in Acts 12 we notice that Herod put Peter in prison during the days of unleavened bread, and therefore after the Passover.  Herod was evidently waiting for the celebration of the death and resurrection of Tammuz, the Sun god to pass before turning over Peter.  Herod was not a Christian, but a devout pagan;  and thus he would be honoring the pagan Easter rather than the Jewish observance of Passover and its 7 days of unleavened bread.

The word “Easter” is a more modern form of Eostre, Ostera, Astarte, or Ishtar;  all being different countries’ names of the very same Semiramus, or Ashtoreth;  the mother/wife of Nimrod. Gn 10:8,9 states: And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.  This worship of the goddess Ashtoreth was sharply rebuked by the Lord in 1Sa 7:3, 1Ki 11:5,33; 2Ki 23:13;  Jer 7:18,  and 44:18:  1 Sam 7:3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.

There is a strong connection between the word Easter and Tammuz:  The wife of Tammuz was Astarte (Semiramus), who was known as Mother Nature, who brought forth life in the Spring each year.  When Tammuz died she followed him to the underworld where she pleaded with the queen of the dead to sprinkle them both with the “water of life” so they could return into the light of the sun for six months, repeating this every year.  Thus the goddess of spring, Astarte or Easter, is responsible for the resurrection of Tammuz

Because Jesus Christ did indeed rise from the dead in the Spring of the year, it was not to difficult for the Christians of those days to incorporate the longstanding practice of Easter observances into their system of beliefs…just Christianizing it all to make it seemingly acceptable.  Much of these pagan practices are still observed by us today.

FISH on FRIDAY:

Certainly, the Scriptures never associate fish with Friday.  The word Friday comes from “Freya” which is the goddess of fertility amongst the pagans.  The fish is another symbol of fertility with the pagans.

The Roman goddess of sexual fertility was called Venus.  Friday was regarded as her sacred day, and the fish was also sacred to her worship.

In ancient Egypt,  the goddess Isis was often represented with a fish on her head.  Isis is akin to Ashtoreth of the Israelites idol worship.   The pope will wear his mitre which has its custom in honoring the fish god “Dagon”;  the mitre being in the form of a fish.

Roman Catholicism teaches that Friday is a day of abstinence from meats except for fish, which is celebrated in their meals.

SUNRISE SERVICES

Pagans, and later Catholics and Protestants alike, have honored the Sun god (Tammuz, Rah, etc) with a “sunrise” celebration on or near their holiday of Easter.

EASTER EGGS

Easter eggs have their origin amongst ancient pagan Babylonians, who believed that an enormous egg fell from Heaven into the Euphrates River, and the goddess Astarte (aka Venus, Semiramus) was hatched out of it in early Spring.  The ancient Druids, and many other peoples, adopted this pagan myth, and the Easter egg developed to what we see today…brightly colored eggs used in festivals associated with Easter.  The egg, of course, symbolizes fertility too.

EAST

The goddess of spring, Astarte etc, was to come out of her egg every spring as the sun would rise in the East…and thus another significance for the term East-er.

EASTER BUNNY

As with the egg, the Easter bunny came about in later centuries, representing the pagan symbol of fertility.

There are many symbols of sexual significance among the ancient pagans.  Their religion was based upon sexual exploitation;  just like we see present day Satanism.  Sexual power mixed with pagan god worship is nothing more than Satanism.  But, they went a step more wicked, and married true Christianity with their practices to now give us even more dangerous and deceiving practices.

HOT CROSS BUNS

The “Hot Cross Buns” of Good Friday originated from 1500 BC where they were a sacred species of bread offered to the goddess of Heaven…Astarte, or Easter. In Jeremiah 7:18 we see the 1 of 4 references to the “queen of heaven” , and it is involving idolatry and the pagan practice of offering bread, or cakes: Jer 7:18 The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger.

LENT

Legend tells that Tammuz was killed when he was 40 years old and the ancient peoples began to “weep for Tammuz” 40 days, a day for each year he was old, hoping that Tammuz would resurrect again, and the “spring” to begin each year.  Romanism took this 40 day period and married it with their Christianized pagan religion and applied it to 40 days before their stated time of Christ’s resurrection (Sunday).  Ezekiel 8:12-14 explains this weeping for Tammuz as abomination:  Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say, The LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth. He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they do. Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD's house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.

Rome required all peoples to observe both Lent and Easter;  ancient Baptists were persecuted to great length for not observing these.  Those Baptists had 2 major reasons for being put to death:  not honoring infant baptism, and not observing Easter!!   How would you do as a Baptist back then?!

It may seem reasonable to Christianize pagan customs and still give glory to God.  But, we would do well to take heed to Deut 12:28-32:   Observe and hear all these words which I command thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest that which is good and right in the sight of the LORD thy God. When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from before thee, whither thou goest to possess them, and thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their land; Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou inquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise. Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt in the fire to their gods. What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.

