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Definitions

DATE   = To note or fix the time of an event or transaction.

DATING  = The process of involvement in closely emotional and physical relationships with another without the legal bindings of marriage (dw).

COURT = To flatter, to endeavor to please by civilities and address, to woo, to solicit, to seek.

COURTING  = The process of involvement in a formal, parent led, non-physical relationship with another of the opposite gender with its intentions being for future marriage (dw)

PROBLEMS

For those not familiar with dating, I will give a down to earth description here:  Billy (15yo) likes the way Vanessa (14yo) looks;  Billy’s friends are all dating someone, so he decides to date Vanessa;  he has one of his friends ask Vanessa if she would like to “go out with him”;  Vanessa will have one of her friends say (hopefully) yes;  They are now officially dating; They will then soon meet at some teen party somewhere where there is little or no parental oversight  Billy will dance with Vanessa for a while;  once it is late and near time to get home, Billy will try to “make out” with Vanessa;  they will then meet again somewhere where there is little or no parental oversight, and Billy will follow some other course with the goal of “making out” with his new girlfriend Vanessa (14 years old).  This may sound far-fetched, but it is actually outdated a bit, and is soft core.  Wake up and smell the coffee parents!

Dating is basically a “trial and error” phenomenom.  It also is a fatalistic, luck, chance phenomenom.  Most that date simply keep trying out one potential “boyfriend” or “girlfriend” after another, until Mr. or Mrs. right comes along.  Sometimes this process could be into the 20’s to 50’s of physical/emotional encounters until they pick that “special” one (or not so special one as it really turns out!).  They usually base this dating process on “when the time is right” they will come along into my life.  Just waiting for that lucky day.  Many will hang out at clubs, lounges, malls, concerts in order to increase their “chances” of finding their next somebody special.  Once they do indeed get married, they have already set themselves up for probable failure.  They practiced for years the process of entering into a close relationship until they grow tired or bored with it, and then move on to a new, more exciting one.  This practice continues into the marriage mentality too.  And, with today’s mindset being that divorce is a normal, simple way out, it easily shifts from trial and error dating to trial and error marriage.  

Dating teaches infidelity.  Its goal is mere sensual satisfaction without longterm expectations or commitment.  Dating was created by the world, not by God.  Love equals sex.  Virginity equals weird.  God isn’t the author of this confusion.  So those who date can’t expect God’s blessing on it.  They are basically on their own.

It is very important to understand some things about the 2 big problems in “dating”:  the boy and the girl.

The heart is desperately wicked (Mt 5:27,28):  If these 2 rely on their “heart” to guide them and their “love” to motivate them, then they are going to end up in a mess.

All that the world speaks of is the “lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”(1Jn 2:16). These 2 if following the world’s example, and being motivated by their fallen nature, will be pulled by lustful thoughts and fantasies, and pride over what they have “caught”.

These 2 have role models all over the place to follow:  ads, tv, music, malls, books,mags,peers,schools.  The Bible speaks about these 2 big problems:   The way of the transgressor is hard – they are in for a hard life.   Be sure your sin will find you out – they won’t be able to keep their sin hidden.  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death – it may seem very “right” at the height of emotions and desire, but in the end it destroys.  Whatever a man soweth, that shall he also reap – sinful, unwise practices now will reap the whirlwind later.

Let’s look at these 2 big problems:

Girls

The media has branded women and girls as objects of fleshly desire.  Men and boys have been brainwashed into viewing God’s most precious creature in this way.  Most parents and churches look at their dear pre-teen and teen girls as innocent sweethearts (and some indeed are); but they are very aware of this expectation by men and boys and many times try to fit themselves into this mold.  Even girls that are “sheltered” by their parents have opportunities to “play the part”;  e.g. girls love going to youth camps.  Why?  Is it to grow spiritually?  Typically not, sad to say.  For instance, look at the habits before “reville”.  The gals are up one sometimes two hours before it.  To pray?  To read their Bible?  To memorize verses?  Not so.  Their early morning zeal is to “put on their face” with painstaking care so they can most effectively attract the latest cute boy they have discovered.  

Now this is at a spiritually based Bible camp.  Just think of them going to a mall or a public school!  They typically are trying to be caught up with the latest fashions.  They spend most of their money on expensive makeup supplies and often, if not restrained by their “nosey” parents, will use them to the extent of looking like the latest Hollywood star or Rock star.  Why do our “godly” gals choose to buy typically “tight” fitting shirts, blouses, dresses, or pants?  Why do they choose to wear their blouses partially unbuttoned?  Why do they pick skirts that have a “slit” moving up to the beginning of their thighs?  Why do they try to accentuate certain parts of their figure?   The reason is to compete for the attention of all those cute boys out there.  And if for some reason it isn’t for this then it is for the reason of fitting into the “mold” out in society.

The Bible speaks of a certain look that is designed for aluring men...the attire of an harlot (Pv 7:10).

Our dear ladies and girls need to pattern themselves after godliness, modesty, sobriety, submission (Titus 2:4,5; etc).  

Boys

Boys and young men have followed the media’s lead in defining what females are for.  These young men and boys are already struggling with a new hormonal surge.  This coupled with the societal view of women makes these males as animals out on a hunt for their prey.  This may seem rather extreme, but just go and hang around a group of young guys at a mall and listen or watch what they focus on (Christians or not).  Many parents just assume that all is going normal for their boy and that a Sunday school class a week will keep him on the straight and narrow.  Fathers, please do not expect your virile, immature young son to control his emotions and rein in his flesh when a woman's whorish ways can even overcome many "strong men" (Proverbs 7:26)!   It is homicidal to let this son watch at will tv and movies that are overflowing with unspeakable eroticisms.  Even so called “good” shows reek of these, whether subtle or blatant.  Your sweet little boy is being changed into a raving monster little by little, show after show, commercial after commercial, foto after foto!

It is unthinkable to expect these troubled, unstable, untested boys to go out into this wickedly fornicating world and pick out a pure, chaste, submissive young Christian lady!  A level-headed, Holy Spirit directed parent is far more qualified to seek marriage prospects than a teenager with roller coaster emotions, newly functioning glands and who is filled with desires very difficult for him to control.  Parents need to take control or you will have a hormonally picked daughter-in-law!

Here is a summary of some of the blatant problems with those practicing “dating”.

**Dating promotes sexuality, opening the door for fornication. 

**Dating develops a self-centered, feeling-oriented concept of
    love. 

**Dating creates a close emotional (and often physical) bond 
    between two people who have no plans on spending the rest of 
    their lives together.

**Dating teaches people to break off the relationship if difficulty 
    or boredom comes, conditioning them more for divorce.

**Dating creates a standard of comparison by which mates are 
    first chosen, but after marriage rejected. 

**Dating develops an appetite for variety and change, creating 
    dissatisfaction within to “death do us part”marriage. 

**Dating causes late marriages, leaving more time for falling into 
    sins associated with singleness. 

**Dating can destroy fellowship of 2 members within a church if 
    the relationship is ended.    

**Dating lacks the protections and guidance afforded by parental 
    involvement of courtship.    

**Dating doesn't prepare children to face "life's realities" ~ it 
    warps life's realities!   It rather teaches them to find ways out of 

    situations that aren’t pleasing, no matter what the cost.   

**Dating allows for intimacy without commitment, which teaches 
    an hedonistic view of “love”. 

**Dating reverses the order for a healthy relationship, with the 
    physical being first and the spiritual last (if at all).      

**Dating, and its associated infatuation, often isolates a couple 
    from other vital relationships, including their family, friends,   

    and  church.
**Dating often is transformed into some kind of game or 
    challenge, with some dating multiple people at once.

**Dating is the ultimate socially acceptable method of getting 
    away from parental involvement and authority in one’s life.   

PICTURED    

Today’s process called “dating” is not alluded to in the Scriptures.  The closest we see this is where Sampson tells his parents to go get him a woman.  There are not too many examples in the Bible concerning the process of obtaining a wife.  The best example found is that in Genesis 24 (24:1-4,12,16,21,50,58,63+) involving Isaac and Rebekah.   The first mention of  marriage is with Adam and Eve;  and in this process, Adam was actually “unconscious” during the whole process!  That may be a good plan also!

Abraham = father in charge of it all.  Take the lead dads!  Don’t just tell them the qualities you want;  get involved with it all.  Don’t let them lead.

Eleazar = Spirit does the finding.  Make sure you let the Spirit lead, fathers.  He will lead according to the truth of the Bible.  He will allow for amazing things to happen to give you the “green light”.

Mesopotamia = chosen from your own people.  They must be of “like faith”.  Not just Christian.  Not just Baptist.  Not just Independent Fundamental Baptist.  But, also godly!

Bride’s parents = asked them permission first.  The father and/or the young man needs to ask the girl’s parents before ever mentioning his intentions to the girl.  Once they give permission, then the young man can ask the girl to “court”.

Bride’s approval = final step.  If she says yes, then and only then can a “relationship” be started.  Before that time it is all just wishful thinking.  Isaac was totally submissive to his father on this.  Dad just happened to have had picked out a very “fair” woman for him….whew!

This process in obtaining a wife for Isaac is what we call “courting”.  In this instance, the future groom isn’t really involved in the process.   Here it was Abraham doing the courting through Eleazar.  If the father is a very godly man then this will work very well.  The 2 big problems (boy and girl) are almost eliminated in this Scriptural design.  This is an example and serves to give us some good guidelines on courting, and ultimately, marriage.   

Taking this Biblical example, courting is “Americanized” a bit and is basically the following today:   simply a man (young or old), under the oversight of his parents (namely his father, or pastor if no father), who has received permission from their agreeing daughter to pursue a non-physical, chapeuroned relationship with her, with the end result expected to be marriage.  More will be said on this process in the section called “practical”.

PARENTS

Why put so much effort in raising godly children and then once they get into junior and senior high school have them become mediocre and just like everyone else?  Typically, the reason for this mediocricy is from the pressures of “dating”.  They want to be “wanted” and accepted.  Peer pressure rules.  They will throw off most of what you taught them in order to fit in and have someone “like” them.

Why should so many parents accept this as an inevitable fact of life, and boys will be boys, etc.?  Must we accept things simply because they are popular and acceptable, or should we use our God given authority and responsibility to keep our children blessed and in the center of God’s will.  The Bible says that a “child left to himself, bringeth his mother to shame” (Pv 29:15).  Don’t leave him or her to themselves on this most vital issue.  Each family is to set up and enforce their own individual standards and guidelines concerning courting regardless of what the schools, churches, neighbors, friends, or government think promote.  To abdicate this responsibility and allow the youngsters to make their own choices is to “prostitute thy daughter” (Lev 19:29);  you are giving your daughter permission to be like the world, like an harlot, like a prostitute.

The “potential” candidate to marry your child should be enthusiastically approved by the parents, not simply someone who will “do”…someone who at least isn’t a “druggie” or “criminal”.  Doesn’t your child deserve the very best there is to offer?!  You spent countless years and dollars raising your child to be something very special both in God’s eyes and in the world’s.  There is just too much at stake here to be decided upon by the emotional whims or fleshly likes of a child.  Parents, you can have your daughter wear a white wedding gown and actually have it really mean something.  That is an extreme rareity today!

Marriage is to picture Christ and the Church (Eph 5:27+).  The Father is busily preparing a bride right now for His Son.  He desperately wants a pure virgin bride!  Certain earthly fathers desire the same for their own child?!  Shouldn’t they be busily praying for, looking for, and preparing the bride?

PRACTICAL PRIORITIES & PRINCIPLES

Godly Goal  

The “big picture” would be what is the main “goal” that one has for entering the relationship with this person?  Is it mainly for self-gratification?  Is it for status?  Is it because of loneliness?  Is it because of “infatuation”?  Is it because of peer pressure?  Is it simply because of boredom?    The correct reason should be because both are being led by the Lord to, more than likely, be married together.  At first it may be hard to discern this;  that is why they should move very slowly in the relationship.  But, later, it may become more clear on God’s leading, and the relationship should then become more “serious” (not implying “close” here though).  Serious is refering to the understanding of what God wants for them:  to be married, and to remain pure.

Parents and pastors should always investigate what the “real” reason may be for the two (or one) wanting to begin a relationship (hopefully to “court”).

Parents/pastors need to prevent relationships from beginning that have the wrong goals.  They shouldn’t start what they aren’t ready or willing to finish.  Don’t allow them to experiment, hoping that one of their many “attemps” will be the “right one”.   Once something is started, it is very difficult to stop it…thus, great guarding needs to be performed by the parents/pastors to protect from an improper relationship ever even beginning.

Like Like
The Bible clearly states that we are not to be “unequally yoked” with “unbelievers” (2Co 6:14, Amos 3:3).  This is not just speaking of marriage, but any “relationship” with another;  including business, friendships, and of course “courting”.    The first step is to make sure that the “prospect” is truly saved.  But don’t stop there.  They need to “believe” like you do.  They need to be doctrinally in agreement (going to the same type of Church).  It would be very hard for a tongues speaking, NIV loving Charasmatic to be “equally yoked” to a narrow is the way KJV only Fundamental Baptist!  And, lastly, and probably most important, is to be both trying to live godly lives;  for it would be a rough relationship if one was trying to live for God and the other deep in the world.  Thus, the proper prospect is one that is a born-again Christian who firmly believes (or is willing to believe what they are taught) what the other believes, and is already living for the Lord (not a hopefully will once the relationship gets started).  So many “well meaning” Christians find a lost person they “like” and try to “convert” them during the “relationship”;  who will convert who?!   The big problem is that there are “slim-pickens” out there for a proper prospect.  With God, it isn’t an “odds based” system.  He has the “one” for you and will bring you to them.  They are a very “peculiar prospect” indeed.  They should stand out amongst the others like Proverbs 31 speaks about the “virtuous woman”.   We are strangers in this world, so we need to be looking for “strange” people;  those “not of this world”.  They should stand out like a sore thumb.

It is important to actually “like” “likeminded” folk.  Don’t like the lost.  Don’t like “losers”.  Don’t like to lust.  Like like!

Who’s the Boss 

The husband is the spiritual head of the wife.  It seems logical then that in a courting relationship that is leading to marriage, that the man would be serving in a spiritual leader role to some degree.   Thus, once courting is begun, the man is expected to begin assuming this role, at least as far as the supervising daughter’s father allows.   The roles that are filled in marriage, need to be cultivated in the courting period.  It is odd to assume that once “I do” is said that they will both move right into their God ordained roles smoothly and fully.   Courting is a time where mistakes can be made, learning is obtained, and fathers can help guide.  It is like the practice attempts riding a bicycle for the first time, with dad holding onto the bike and watching very closely.  

The fathers of each remain in full authority of their own, but that authority is taught and tested to be transferred over to the future husband.  The future bride needs to practice subjection to this man.  If there is trouble with that in the courtship, then it will only get worse in the marriage.  Proper roles are needed to be cultivated in the courtship.
Looks can Kill

Almost every relationship is initially  borne from physical attraction.  What is that first thing that made you attracted to your spouse?  Their looks.  Though, just a few times it might be their car, their money, their status, their popularity.   Men gravitate to the “visual” more than the ladies.  To the man, looks can kill.   They can easily by controlled by what they see, and the base urges that then take over until satisfaction someday is achieved.  Proverbs 7 speaks of the young man void of understanding who goes like an ox to the slaughter when he sees a woman dressed alluring and looking provocative.  Hopefully, our ladies at church do not look this way.  It is expected of those in the world, but not those bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

The world has pressured our ladies into to trying to fit the part of what is considered a “good looking” woman.  If one is controlled by the Holy Spirit of God, they will find good looking the one who is devoted to God.  Outward looks is only skin deep.  It quickly becomes unimportant as a relationship moves on and suddenly they find out what really matters.  Boredom with the same look can set in, and, as their practice is, they trade them in for a new and improved one…or at least different.  When looks aren’t very important, the fascination is set upon their godliness, their zeal, their kindness, their devotion…  The

Spiritual is more important than how she looks (Pv 31:30).  At the wedding it was asked “wilt thou”…and afterward she indeed “wilted”.  As one grows older their looks change, so if you base the relationship on looks…well, in about 10-15 years you are going to have a totally different looking spouse and most likely not for the better.  Could you marry an elderly person right now?  Well someday you will be married to one!

The correct order is spiritual first, intellect/personality/emotions, second, and looks dead last!  What needs to be focused on and developed in the courting relationship is these first two.  The physical aspects will take care of themselves when it is time…after marriage.  Become totally infatuated with someone’s spirit, mind, personality, emotions.  Don’t allow yourself to be infatuated with their looks.  Their looks should not really even enter the equation if you want to do it God’s way.  Love and commitment isn’t based on how one looks.  It is based on who one is.  Make sure they don’t fall into the world’s mess of  “going out with the cutest boy” mentality.   Fat and ugly is fine as long as they are godly, sweet, and kind.

Don’t Touch

The will of God for someone that is courting is to be sanctified, set apart, abstaining from fornication (1Th 4:3,4).  If nothing else, simply remain pure.  They may have arguments and not lead spiritually very well, but stay pure!  It must be a conscious effort to stay pure, holy (1Pe 1:13-15).  The physical relationship is to be totally saved for marriage.  The man is to keep himself pure;  and he is to keep her pure.  If he violates this purity, then he has attacked her father in the most vilest manner!

So, how can on stay pure through courting?  Simply “don’t touch”!   The Bible states that “it is good for a man not to touch a woman” (1Co 7:1).  And, “it is better to marry, than to burn”…with lust (1Co 7:9).  Marriage is designed as the way to take care of one’s physical needs…not courting.    Not touching means “not touching”.  This includes hand holding, huggin, sitting shoulder to shoulder and hip to hip, and definitely kissing!  There is something very sensual about a “touch” between two people who are becoming very emotionally close.  The bigger problem is that one touch leads to another…and another.  Simple hand holding will eventually progress to arms around the waist;  and then later to tight embraces;  then to kisses on the cheek and then kissing on the lips; and then “petting” ; and then…     We were not made with brakes, so make sure you don’t start moving forward.   The rule should be “don’t touch until the gift is bought”!  Father, demand that your precious daughter is not touched by that boy…she is yours, and your responsibility.  If the merchandise is used, it tends to be returned because it is cheapened.

When there is temptations, urges, desires, the courting two need to have been trained to not yield.  They need to know to “flee youthful lusts” (2Ti 2:22);  they need to run like Joseph did from the temptation;  fleeing means running for their life!  Job wouldn’t even consider such a thing (Jb 31:1).  Make a covenant with your eyes and how you look at the other.  Don’t commit mental adultery!  Keep yourself pure.  But, sad to say, this usually doesn’t happen.  So, a safety check is placed in the relationship;  that is, a chapeurone.  The main ones are either of the parents.  Others can be placed in that position, but they cannot be single, same age, or spiritually immature.  Teen group dating is not chapeuroning!  Have the two “go out” together, with you right along side.  Their should be nothing going on there that would be embarassing.  Go with them to the restaurant; with them in the living room;  with them in the car;  with them wherever they go.  What?!  don’t you trust me?!  No!  And even if you do, good intentions can end in disaster.  You see, if they have already made up their mind to pursue a physical relationship, they will make sure to find a secluded place to do this…in the car, behind a tree, in the room when you are not there, at school, behind the church building….    This is very common.  I wouldn’t leave them alone until after they both say “I do”.  Afterall, you are the one ultimately responsible for them until that point.  Remember the song “no, never alone…”    If there are severe problems developing in the physical rhealm, then either speed up the marriage time or avoid each other for a time.

The best way to get real close to the one you love is by praying together.  There is nothing closer than that.  It is the knitting of two souls together before an holy God.  So, don’t touch…do pray.  Get real close here (not physically).   Basing each time together on the Lord, will sure keep things pure.  Pray, pray, pray.  If you don’t pray now, you will probably never pray together.

Careful Communication

I think it is fairly clear from Scripture that it is wrong to begin a physical relationship before marriage.  However, it is important to begin some type of relationship before marriage.  It would be odd (for we Americans at least) to just go get married and then start getting to know the other one.  Though, Isaac and Rebecca had somewhat this type of beginning.  One key area to develop between two that plan to marry (i.e are courting, or considering courtship) is verbal communication.  All relationships have as their most notable aspect, communication.  So, this must be developed in the courtees.   If there is a failure to develop this now, don’t expect it to automatically develop once married.  All wives love to have their husbands communicate with them, but you better make sure they do a good job of it before it is too late.

Just because the two are controlling themselves and not starting a physical relationship doesn’t mean that everything is fine and dandy.  Great care must be taken to have the non-physical relationship be appropriate and pleasing to our Lord.  It is very possible to be involved with gross sin apart from physical intimacy.  Things can be said that are provocative, alluring, sensual, and even downright wicked.  The two must be careful with what they say to each other (or write).  The male needs to not be romantic and the female needs to not be alluring.  There will be a time and a place for these (after marriage is began).  The communication needs to be based on learning more about the other’s likes and dislikes, about their troubles, about their needs, about their goals and plans, etc.  The lovey dovey stuff needs to avoided.   It only takes a few romantic or stimulating words and either party may change their minds about postponing a physical start to their relationship.  

Whatever you want to say to them should be able to be heard by the parents.  Nothing should be “that” intimate that the parents aren’t allowed to hear.  Usually, these “private” words are the most dangerous.  With this in mind, parents/guardians/pastors need to be in full control of the conversations when meeting together, when talking on the phone, with emailing, or any others.  

But, many will say, “I trust my little Billy”; “he’s a sweatheart”.  Well, that all may be true, but it may not be.  Even if it is true, there are other variables in all this beside your little sweet Billy;  the other girl, and the Deciever.  The Devil has basically gotten our Christian youth in a stranglehold in the area of dating and promiscuity.  We need to be overly careful and protective in this area.  There is too much at stake.  

The phone should be used at a minimum and never alone in a room.  The two (if living with Mom and Dad) should not be allowed to have their own phone.  Most of their communication needs to be done in person (unless this is a long distance relationship).  If letter writing (email or snailmail) is done, have these previewed (at least intermittantly) by the parent.  If the “two” are full grown adults and living on their own, they should run their communication through their pastor and/or parents.  This may sound prudish, but it would sure be an excellent safegaurd.  Why commit written or verbal fornication?!

Develop a wholesome, healthy, vibrant communication between each other, for this will be the main relationship that you will have while married.

PROPER PROSPECT

Lastly, in this analysis of courting, let us move on to possibly the most difficult part of the process;  finding Mr or Miss right.   Who, oh who will it be?!  There are over 6 billion people in the world, which one is for me???  More than likely it is someone whom you have already met and/or someone who lives with in the same city or state.  Don’t go looking so far away; they may sit on the same pew with you Sunday after Sunday.   We usually are guilty of  “searching for love in all the wrong places”.  So, where am I going to run into this most important person?  Well, it definitely wouldn’t be the bars and clubs;  it probably wouldn’t be at a public school or at a shopping mall, or a grocery store, or at work.  No, it isn’t likely to be at a place where there isn’t typically godly, like believing Christians present.  You find the “proper prospect” at their “hangout”;  at Church related activities!  Not just any Church though;  a church that believes like you do.  So, don’t start attending an ecumenical church in order to have a “greater pool” of prospects;  for they are not going to be “proper prospects”.   Get smart.  Look for your future spouse in the most logical place/situation there is to find a good spouse;  as before, churches of like faith;  with your own church as the top of the list. You will have to pray to God to open your eyes to those around you.  Often, the “right” one is “right” next to you…and you didn’t even know it.  Stop looking at how they look;  start looking at who they are.  The one you call a “good friend” may very well be that special friend for life.  Be involved with other Churches’ events and special meetings.   Start letting it be known that you are “eligible” and “searching”.  It might even mean going to a Bible college for a year; this is a noble cause if you are serious about the mission…finding a godly, like believing spouse.  Above all else, pray that God will lead you to the right one.  You will need to be following the Lord in order for Him to lead you.  Following Him involves doing His will…obeying Him.  Don’t for a minute think that God is going to give you Mr or Mrs “right” if you are doing things your own way.   That would be just marvelous if one was dead serious with the mission and was led by the Holy Ghost.  

On the other hand, just because you have cultivated a “friendship”, or someone has told you that they “like” you, etc, doesn’t mean that that is the right one.  A painful step is discerning if this “potential” prospect is possibly the perfect person.  This will take lots of prayer; lots of counsel; lots of investigating.  There is no easy, quick way of figuring this out.  Beware of “love at first sight” phenomena.  This is usually “lust” (or infatuation) at first sight.  There is no hurry to make a decision.   Typically the Lord proves us with patience.  Ask the Lord to do something quite amazing to help confirm it;  much like the process with Eleazor choosing out Rebecca for Isaac.   Wait for an obvious green light from God.  Don’t just “experiment”.  Once you have decided, pray for that one hard so that they can “decide” also.  You should not even hint at the idea to them without first getting permission from your parents (or other appropriate authority) and from theirs.  If either say no, or not right now, then you need to respect that.  If either is not a godly sort, then this could be a real problem.  But, authority is authority.   Be prepared for rejection.  If  “you” are the female, then you need to wait for the male to make the right steps to begin the relationship.  Don’t you take control of things…for this is backwards and is contrary to Scriptural mandate.  If he won’t lead well now, then he probably won’t later.   

Once the courtship is approved by all responsible parties: God, you, your parents, their parents, and finally the two prospectees;  then move along slowly and surely.  Don’t rush into a marriage just because you just “can’t wait”.  Learn to “wait”.  However, it is better to marry than to “burn”;  thus, don’t put off the marriage too long.  A reasonable time period is 1 year (Jewish custom teaches us this).  However, a few months is not ridiculous either.  The courting period is not so much a time to “get to know each other”, but a time of preparation.  If it may only take a few months to prepare for the marriage, etc., then so be it.  The “courtees” are not in charge of choosing this time, but the authority in their lives;  namely, the father of the male courtee (but this is not always reasonable or possible).   The time to be married should not be based on convenience, the season, or silly whims (see next topic for info on this

PREPARE

Those who are not involved in a relationship yet would do well to begin preparing for that future special person, and ultimately marriage.  To prepare they can become more spiritual, more sensitive to other’s needs, more aligning your character with that of what a husband or wife is suppose to be, better with saving their monies, more separated from the lustful desires of the flesh, more active in their Church, and, above all else, more committed to praying for that future spouse.   You have lots of problems, and these problems of ten get magnified once you are married.  It is paramount that you get prepared for your godly spouse right now…even if you are only 11 years old.  Some are older and have fallen into diverse temptations and sins.  Don’t think that these are all going to go away once you “tie the knot”.  They usually multiply then.  The man needs to be setting aside monies and getting a home ready for his future bride…even if he doesn’t know who she is yet.  

Spend much time in prayer for your future spouse.  Parents should pray for their children’s future spouses even while they are little…you can help in them being properly prepared for each other.   Pray that the future spouse will get saved, get into the right church, and eventually, come into contact with you and discern that you are the right one also.  One may discern correctly but the other may not.  This would be sad.  

Once a courtship is about to begin, a seriousness needs to develop; A submissiveness must show forth;  A selflessness needs to be pervasive.   The whole reason for marrying another is to fulfill the role God has for you:  if a wife, then submission in the form of an helpmeet;  if a husband, then self sacrificing love as a tender leader.  God wants us to marry (unless chosen for chastity) for He said it is not good for man to be alone; and, for us to be fruitful and multiply (Gn 2:18,24).

In the courtship, the parents need to look for “fruitfulness” of the relationship and also look for “problems”.  If really no spiritual fruit bearing is seen; and all there is is a superficial physical based relationship, then things need to be changed or it all should end.  If the two argue and fuss then great counsel is needed to help them learn to “love” each other.

God wants you to live “happily ever after” with the one He has picked out for you.  This “one” will be missed if you step too far out of God’s will.  There can be others though that will be “ok”, but not the “perfect” one.  So, keep close to God and you will win the prize.  Courting is Biblically sound and will produce very few problems if done correctly.  It is not a necessarily easy process, but things that are easy usually aren’t worth much.  Keep pure, keep praying, and keep looking, and God will keep answering.  He has it all figured out.  Do it His way.

Remember, “courting” is a process of developing a parental over sighted non-physical relationship with a godly, like believing Baptist, who one is convinced is the one God would want them to marry.  Forget about the world’s way called “dating”:  DATING NEEDS TO GO TO COURT!
