ARE YOU CONVINCED OF YOUR CONVICTIONS?
Defined:  “The state of being convinced or convicted by conscience; being sensible of guilt; the act of convincing of error;” 
The word simply means being thoroughly convinced of the rightness or wrongness of something.  Another wrote, “a conviction is a convinced conscience”.
The word “conviction” is not found in the Bible, but its two related words “convict” and “convince” are.  The word “convict” is found only once, Jn 8:9.  The word “convince” is used 7 times (several of these are talked about below).
Everyone has convictions:  most have convictions concerning murder, eating liver, snakes, stealing, etc.

Here are some common areas that some Baptists have strong convictions in:  Alcohol, dancing, porn-ography, homosexuality, smoking, cursing, rock music, mixed bathing (swimming), modest dress, home schooling, dating, tv, reading Bible, praying, attending church services, soulwinning, tithing, etc.

Preference versus conviction:  A preference is something that is preferred over another but is not demanded; whereas a conviction is far beyond a simple preference…it is demanded…it must happen or else…some would even be willing to die for it.  A preference would be desiring to have low fat food vice fatty foods;  whereas a conviction would be a vegetarian who “will not” eat any form of meat whatsoever.  A preference can develop into a conviction, but a conviction “shouldn’t” develop into a preference.  Convictions can be obtained, but should never disappear.  Sad to say, many people’s convictions do change and weaken, and eventually disappear.  For instance, some develop a preference for the King James Bible over other versions;  later, after being instructed on its superiority, they may develop a solid conviction on it;  but, as more pressure is put on them by the Christian society that they are wrong, they start doubting the issue and eventually drop the conviction and once again it becomes a preference or even disappears altogether.  Another would be someone stating they have a conviction against drinking alcohol, yet, when at parties will gladly partake of a glass or two of wine, etc.  Their conviction wasn’t quite a conviction, though they may have thought it was.  They had a strong preference not to drink, but it didn’t go far enough.  

Convictions can be brought about by a variety of means [social mores, current thought, what’s popular, what is politically correct, what doesn’t “offend”, what is taught by one’s parents, etc; however, the only conviction that really matters for a Christian is that conviction that is brought about by God.

Many will say that they don’t have a certain conviction yet…like a conviction against immodest dress.  Well, they may not have the awareness of the conviction yet, but, if they are saved and have read very much of their Bible, they will know of a certainty that God wants us to be modest.  The developing of a conviction is better explained as the becoming more sensitive to the conviction of the Holy Ghost.  He surely doesn’t wait until one is older to begin convicting them of certain sins, saying that it is ok for now, but when you are more mature I will tell you it is wrong, or right.  God is consistantly against sin and for righteousness…….. always.

I prefer to go to Church services every day of the week, but I have a conviction to go to Church services on the Lord’s Day.  If I don’t go on a Lord’s Day, it isn’t because my conviction changed;  it is because I am not following my conviction.   We fight against our convictions all the time.  Many have a strong conviction against using cursery language, yet at times, they hurt themselves bad and out of their mouth comes one. 

In the true essence of a conviction, if it is indeed a conviction brought about by God, it will never go away.  One may battle it, doubt it some, try and run from it, but it stays with them no matter what.  Many give way to their so called convictions only because they were really only “strong preferences” and then when trials or testing occurred, that “conviction” was shown what it really was, a preference.  
Some have a conviction against speeding, but on that day that they are woefully late for work, you may find them speeding…though the whole time woefully guiltridden.  
CORRECT CONVICTIONS
John 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

The word “reprove” is considered to be synonymous with the word “convict”.  The Holy Spirit came some 2000 years ago and will always be with us.  His main job is these three things (though there are many other things He does).  Convictions will come from the Holy Spirit’s work in your heart and your listening to and obeying them.  He can reprove and reprove, but He typically does not “force”.  It is your choice.  

Rom 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

Convictions come about from hearing or reading the Word of God.  Then the Holy Spirit takes this truth and begins speaking to your soul about it.  

1 Cor 2:14-16

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

If you are indeed born again, then you have the Spirit of God in you and can judge things spiritually.  Christ’s mind comes via the Holy Spirit and the truth of God’s Word.  Don’t just say that you don’t have certain convictions and smile and be done with the matter.  If most godly Baptists have a certain conviction, and you don’t, then I would wonder at what “spirit” you might be listening to:  definitely not the Holy Spirit.

Rom 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

Some things we just don’t need convictions on.  The world is without excuse on there being a magnificent Creator.  Those things clearly expoused in the Bible are not “needing” a “conviction” to be followed…they just need an obedient ear.  They aren’t open to interpretation.  They are a clear command of God.  We are all without excuses for these.

CONVINCED OF A CONVICTION
Rom 14:22-23

22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth.

23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

Convictions shouldn’t be doubted;  one needs to be of full faith concerning it.  However, if you aren’t sure on something, and still do it, then one has sinned.  You need to be convinced of it being wrong and not do it, rather than thinking it possibly is wrong, but still doing it simply because it isn’t officially a “conviction”
Rom 14:5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.
Your conviction isn’t always someone elses.  A conviction is a personal issue and not a corporate one.  Also, make sure of your convictions…be fully persuaded.  Don’t just guess on them, research them, pray about them, seek wise counsel…nail them down.
1 Thess 5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

Your convictions need to be proved.  And once proved to be correct, they should be held fast to…never letting go…with a tight grip.

Job 32:12 Yea, I attended unto you, and, behold, there was none of you that convinced Job, or that answered his words:

Try as hard as we may, we can’t ourselves put a conviction in somebody.  It has to come from God.  We sure can be used though to give the information to them and to encourage them in that direction.  So, do try to relate your convictions to others, but don’t expect them to have yours.  Pray for them instead.

Acts 18:28 For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.

Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

Your success in getting others to have your conviction will come by you mightily convincing them by the Scriptures.  It needs to be based on sound doctrine for many are gainsayers…they will try all they can to reject your words.  Reasoning through logic is ok, but the key will be God using His Holy Word to prick them in their hearts concerning the matter.

COURTING A CONVICTION
Ps 32:1-4

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

2 Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.

3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah.

Ps 51:3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.

6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

Conviction can birth itself in the manner of intense guilt, inner turmoil, burdens, anguish, unrest.  If you are bothered by something, then carefully examin it and see if it is coming from that still small voice…the Holy Ghost.  A miserable Christian is one who keeps avoiding the “convictions” that are welling up inside him.
Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

When the conviction really pushes forth via the Holy Spirit, there will be a “pricking” in one’s heart about it.  And they will sense an urgency to take care of the matter.  Sad to say, so many of us are so dull to the pricking…our hearts are hard and calloused and we hardly even feel the sharp pricking (like a needle would).
John 8:9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

The conscience is the battle ground for convictions.  They begin in the heart, but are dealt with in the mind.  You reason them out…try to ignore them…come up with excuses…but finally you can no longer fight it.  Just give in like these did in John 8.

Rom 2:15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)
The Word of God is written on the tables of your heart by the Holy Ghost.  Convictions affect the conscience and either “accuse” you or “excuse” you.  Accusing you if you are not following them; excusing you if you are.
1 John 3:20-21

20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.

21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.

If your heart is “condemning” you, then you are not following a conviction that is trying to surface in your life.  God is in control of all this.  But, if we don’t feel that condemnation from God then we can have confidence that we aren’t avoiding, or missing, a conviction.  Most Christians lack confidence spiritually because they are constantly being condemned in their heart over certain matters that they keep resisting.

Rom 7:24-25

24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

Our flesh is totally bent on wickedness.  However, our minds should be bent on serving God.  This will only happen if we are mindfully sensitive to the conviction of the blessed Holy Spirit of God.   We need to take on the “mind of Christ”.  His mind is partially found in the pages of your Bible.
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