THE CONSISTANT CHRISTIAN LIFE
GETTING BACK ON TRACK

BE CONSISTANTLY CONSISTANT
Prov 20:6 Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?

Gen 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

CONSISTANTLY HOT & COLD?
Have you ever known a Christian who had as one of their main characteristics ‘consistancy’?  Someone who 20 years ago was faithfully serving in their church, living a pure life, helping others, smiling, etc., and now today, when you see them again, is doing exactly the same?!!!...    Pastor Stiff;  Don Blomdahl;  Terry Standbury;  Glenn Sanders….

Oh how many Christians were once, long ago, on fire for the Lord, but years later the fire has dimmed, and they are weak and basically useless for the Lord!....    Is this your life story?...
Christians seem ‘inconsistant’ at best with their Christianity.  Hot one day…cold the next.  On fire on Sunday, but near the edge of Hell’s fire on Friday night!  Basking in the joy of the Lord earlier in the day, but barking out hate and discontent in the evening!  

Often, the slightest little stressor that comes into their life causes them to get off track, derail, and even sometimes to ‘crash and burn’!  This is frightening when we figure that most Christians will have stressors come into their life on even a weekly basis; if they are not solidly living a consistant Christian life they will be going up and down like a Yo-Yo from one week to the next.  

When the going gets tough, do the tough get going?   Is that you?  Do you give up easily at things?  Are you known for being a ‘quitter’?  Do you start something but often never finish it?  How many projects do you have left hanging?  How persistant are you with pursuing goals you’ve set?  Ever start a weight loss program, and then quit a week later?  Ever give up smoking or drinking…1000 times?!  Ever say you’ll never go in debt again in your life…and you’re now in debt as deep as you’ve ever been?!  You mean well… You oh so want to be consistant… but, you end up with consistant inconsistancies plaguing your life!
If one’s own personal life is inconsistant, then you can expect that their spiritual life will be exactly the same.  A Christian who’s family is dysfunctional and in constant stress and disarray, will have their spiritual life the same.  A Christian who is financially unsound, in deep debts, going from one job to the next, going from paycheck to paycheck to payday loan to payday loan, will have their spiritual life the same.  A Christian who is inconsistant with car maintenance, house cleaning, yard maintenance, project completion, exercise habits, eating habits, and doctor checkups, is going to have a spiritual life with similar inconsistancies being shown.  

Do you wonder why your spiritual life is so inconsistant?  Check your home life…your family life…

Can your Dad or Mom count on you?  Your spouse?   Your boss?   Your Pastor?   Your God?!  Are you one of those who is known for being rock solid, trustworthy, always there when you need him, faithful, consistant??!  If you are not looked upon in this way by your boss or your Dad (for example), why praytell would you think that God would look upon you this way???!

So many of us are consistant at only one thing…we are consistantly inconsistant !
Having a life that is fairly predictable, orderly, deliberate, consistant, can be a very good thing when you think about it.  This type of life is very beneficial in the spiritual side of things.  Those with so-called ‘boring’, ‘same ol same ol’ lives often are those with a very consistant spiritual life.  Though, some of these are just lack luster, non-motivated, half asleep people that are this way in their spiritual life too.

Are you consistantly inconsistant in your Christian life?  Why not at least try to be inconsistantly consistant… or better, consistantly consistant…?
Matt 26:75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.
Matt 26:56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.
John 6:66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.

Gal 5:6 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?

WHY SO INCONSISTANT?

Why are you so inconsistant in your Christian life?

Is this a life long characteristic of yours?

Are you consistantly distracted from being consistant?

Is consistancy not a firm, deep conviction?  Just how determined are you to have a consistant Christian life?

Are you inconsistant in asking God to help you to be more consistant?

One way to get a grade on how consistant you are as a Christian is to examine what you do when you are on vacation.  Do you go to church services as you do when at home?  Sunday morning, evening, Wednesday night, etc.?  Devotion time faithfully?  Evangelism?  Vacations are busy, but that doesn’t mean that you become inconsistant as a Christian; it just means that it will be harder for you to remain consistant with your Christian life.

If something is a priority; then it should always be a priority…even when life gets busy, messy, crazy, unpredictable.  Be consistant regardless of your circumstances.  Relatives from out of town suddenly show up at your front door:  it’s about time for Bible College (or the preaching service, or evangelism, etc.); what are you going to do?  Your level of conviction on these things will greatly dictate your level of consistancy.

The classic consistantly inconsistant ‘Christian’ is the Charismatic Christian.  Their whole spiritual lifestyle is one of always seeking a mountain top experience.  They seem to only want to disclose the great mountain tops they’ve hiked to, but fail to tell you how that most of their Christian life is lived in a dark valley.  They always are looking for that next ‘fix’, the next ‘high’, the next so-called miraculous religious experience!  If they don’t have these, then they typically crash and burn.  This is why so many Charismatics are suicidal, psychotic, on drugs, drunks, involved in the occult, have dysfunctional relationships, are wanted by the police, and often just flat give up on God.   

Are you one of these Christians who always needs a spiritual ‘high’ to keep you going…or you crash and burn?

The average Baptist Christian is inconsistant with their Christian life due to the consistant pursuit of wordly pleasures and position.  Food, TV, movies, internet sites, music, shopping, cars, homes, yards, vacations, sports, hobbies, social status, clothes, hair, looks, looks, looks!    Their life, knowingly or not, is centerred around these things.  They are very consistant with it all.  Just step back and get the big picture of what they are all about.  Look at what they do day in and day out, year by year.  It is this worldly pursuit!    

They may desire to be a consistant Christan, but they never can seem to get consistant with much in their spiritual life because of all the busyness in their worldly life; all the distractions, all the temptations, all the vain pursuits of life!

2 Tim 4:10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.

Acts 15:37-38 And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark. But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work.

CONSISTANT CHRISTIANITY
So, just how consistant is your Christian life?  Let’s examine your life a bit.

How consistant are you in the following areas?  Daily Devotions;   Church attendance;   Bible Study;   Verse Memorization;   Evangelism;   Serving your church;   Giving;   Helping;   Loving attitude;   Repentance;   Growth???

Daily Devotions:  determine to do it daily without fail;  have a set time etched in stone;   have a minimum amount of time;  don’t allow anything to interrupt this!
Ps 61:8 So will I sing praise unto thy name for ever, that I may daily perform my vows.

Dan 6:10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Church attendance:  determine to attend every _____  and _____;   consider being consistant with each and every church sponsored activity;  be consistant with one level and then try and be consistant with the next;  discombobulate anything that is keeping you inconsistant in this area;  consider agreeing that a Christian should be consistant with their Christian life of which their church assembling is paramount.

Heb 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

Bible:  determine to be consistant with daily reading, studying, meditation, and memorization;  be consistantly up to date with your Bible reading plan;  be consistant with increasing in Bible knowledge (ultimately done through church all church sponsored Bible teaching activities: preaching, S.S., Bible Study, Bible College).

Heb 5:11-12 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

Evangelism:  are you consistant with weekly/daily personal evangelism (out on your own)?  really?  Why not be for sure on your consistancy here by going out weekly with your church (Saturday mornings…or other set time for you)?

Acts 5:42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.

Giving:  do you consistantly tithe?  every paycheck?  do you consistantly give an offering?  Missions?  Building?  Have you made pledges in these areas?

2 Cor 8:10-11 And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago. Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have.

Attitude:  determine to be a Christian 24/7;  have a consistant godly attitude;  always be pleasant, happy, content, helpful, kind, loving…    If we are consistantly inconsistant at this, the world will yell out ‘hypocrite’ and potentially never desire to get to know this Jesus who you so inconsistantly follow!

Repentance:  at least every night, before falling asleep, evaluate your life for unconfessed, unrepentive sin;  be serious… be picky… really try and find specific areas of sin.  You consistantly sin, thus, you need to consistantly repent.

Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

Growth:  Every day, every Sunday, every church service, every time you open your Bible, every time you go to pray… try and consistantly grow as a Christian.  Don’t let anything in your life go by without potentially strengthening, growing as a Christian.  Look back a year ago, 2 years ago, 5…. how much have you grown?  Have you been consistant at this over the years?  Well, at least try and start your consistancy in this right now, tonight.  

Why not start the walk of a consistant Christian life right now?  
Aren’t you tired of all your inconsistancies?!

Where are you inconsistant at?  What keeps you inconsistant?
Gen 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.
Matt 25:23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
Prov 20:6 Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?
