COMMITMENT:
YOU SHOULD BE COMMITTED

Defined:   Promise,  Pledge,  Devotion,  Zeal

To what:  (what’s your answer?)
A.  Self:     me,myself,I   get all I can out of life,  Hedonism.    I did it my way.    Natural commitment.
                  No effort needed for this.     World fully supports you

B.  Job:      will do whatever it takes to succeed;   want to be rich;   make enough to buy this;   duty calls;

                  if to choose between Church and job, job wins;   

C.  Good:   A good citizen or neighbor goal;  noble idea;  it’s nice;  avg America.   But it’s not good.

D.  God:    A commitment to pleasing, serving, obeying the living God.  First to commit is eternal destiny (Ps 31:5)

                  (2Ti 1:12).  Daily walk/obedience (1Pe 1:15).    Church (1Co 16:15).    Future (Ps 37:5)
Level of:  (what’s your answer?)
A.  None:   makes a conscious effort “not” to be committed;  has to commit to this;  heart purposes to;  

                  reasons for – hurt in past, afraid of expectations, wants freedom

B.  Little:   knows they should be so gives a little to satisfy others;  just enough to cover the guilt;  experiments.

                  Sunday only;  gives up easily;  weak;  loves the world

C.  Halfway:  standard “I’ll meet you half way” attitude;  expects a lot in return;   they think that it’s reasonable;  

                  likes the feeling of pleasing God and pleasing self.        Fools a lot but not family or close friends.

                  Ja 1:6-8   Ro 12:1

D.  Fairly:  has a strong desire to be;  knows they should be “totally”;  still has some reservations;  just not willing

                  to give it all.     Most see them as very committed, but God sees through it all.
                  Lk 9:62      He 10:38     Jn 6:60,61,67

E.  Totally: no reservations at all;  jumps in all the way;  no thoughts of ever giving up;  no fondness for what they 

                  are leaving;  sold out.                    God expects nothing less.   God is not impressed with less.

                  Mt 22:37,38   Ps 42:1,2   1Co 16:15

Ps 31:5 Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.

2 Tim 1:12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

1 Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;

1 Cor 16:15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,)

Ps 37:5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.

James 1:6-8 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

Rom 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

Luke 9:62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

Heb 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.

John 6:60-61 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?

Matt 22:37,38 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.
Ps 42:1-2 As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?
1 Cor 16:15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,)
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