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4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.

6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.

Gifts are indeed gifts, that come from the Spirit.  Administrations and operations don’t appear to be “gifts”.  Gifts are given individually;  Administrations are at the corporately level (church; administering these gifts within the church);  Operations are at the universal level (churches as a whole; operating all churches together to reach a common goal…Mt 28:19,20).

This is giving us the grand scheme of how God operates on Earth.  He uses individual members within a body to fulfill the “all in all” of going into all the world with the gospel.

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

The word “but” explains that the “gifts” of vs 4 are special in that they are for every individual member;  whereas the other two are not for we humans but on the GodHead level (Jesus Christ and the Father).

The word “given” is in the completed tense and therefore was already accomplished and doesn’t repeat itself;  thus, we each receive our gift(s) at one time (as did each Corinthian member) and we do not get more later (so don’t seek for others, i.e. tongues).

Your gift(s) is not for your own benefit (as do the tongue speakers claim) but only to profit the whole (body).  Each member is expected to bring forth profit from their gift(s) corporately.

8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;

10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:

Most, if not all, of these gifts have passed away (at the completion of that which is “perfect”, i.e. the revelation of God (Bible), which was about 90 AD.  Chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians states that at least prophecies, tongues, and knowledge would cease.  Romans chapter 12 lists most of those gifts that are still in operation today.

11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

The word “one” is mentioned many times in this chapter, emphasizing the oneness and unity of the members, the church body, and the Holy Spirit of God.

The Spirit is the “divider” (giver) of these gifts, and He gives as He wills (on behalf of the Lord Jesus Christ).  So, we are not to seek for these by our will.  They are given one time as God desires to.  

It appears that the word “severally” indicates we get more than one gift each.  Some render this to mean that the gifts are “severed” from the whole;  meaning they are not shared by all, but are on an individual basis.

12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.

The church body is clarified versus the fleshly body;  thus, the members are not each a body themselves.  God clarifies all this many times in this passage.  Also, the body is unified, one.  The key teaching here is that though there are many different folk present, there still will be unity because of the “one” Spirit present.

13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

“For”: because of all that was just explained about many members and still one body via the Spirit.  “By”: via permission of or compelling of;  The Spirit is the active Person of the GodHead here on Earth.  “One Spirit”:  following the context of unity here in this chapter.  “We”:  the clear context is the individual church at Corinth, vice all the saved.  “Baptized”:  this word without a modifyer attached to it always means “immersion in water”.  Thus, this is not referring to the “baptism with the Holy Ghost” of Acts 1.  And, there were probably many in the membership then at Corinth who were not present at the Holy Spirit baptism event.  Also, the Holy Spirit did  not perform the baptizing at the day of Pentecost, for the Bible teaches that it was Jesus Christ who did.  “One body”:  the same “body” referred to in Colossians and Ephesians.  There were many members of differeing ethnicity but still just one body there in Corinth.

The overall teaching of this verse is that there is unity brought about in the church via the one Holy Spirit which compells each of us to be first saved and then baptized, thus adding us to the membership of one church body as it pleases God, and we are all unified by this one Spirit regardless of who we are.

14 For the body is not one member, but many.

15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?

16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?

17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?

18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.

The key in these verses is that every member is important within the church body, and that it is illogical that the body would consist of just one member, i.e. just one isolated function (hearing).  We all don’t have the same specialties.

Also,  God is the one who places (adds) each of us into a church.  It is not up to us.  Thus, we don’t “join” a church…like a club or a team.  You must be added by God.  It is all for His pleasure, not for ours. So, don’t get upset when someone who visits doesn’t want to “join”.   He has a certain position for each of us within a church body;  placed there most expertly by the Master.

19 And if they were all one member, where were the body?

20 But now are they many members, yet but one body.

21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.

22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:

23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.

In verses 19 to 21 please see the above notes.  In verses 22 and 23 we see that there are some members whose functioning “seems” to us as less important than others.  God understands their incredible importance, but we seem to miss it.  For instance, the “feet” are “feeble” (not the most powerful part of the body), they are “less honourable” (not making great decisions for the body), and they are “uncomely” (not the prettiest things to look at).  However, the feet are extremely important for the body for they allow us to stand up and balance, and they move the whole body around very efficiently.  We do need the feet!  And God shows that the feet are very “necessary” and should have “more honour given to them” and are covered with attractive socks and shoes to get more “comeliness”.  Likewise, there are members in a church body who might appear to us as not important, but God will show us just how important they are throughout the course of the church’s life.

24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.

26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

Continuing on from the previous explaination, we see that God strengthens (tempers) the church body together by showing more attention to the “apparent” less important members.  This helps prevent “schisms”, divisions, in the body.   We need to be very careful not to show more attention to one member than another.  The pastor is indeed important, but he should not be the center attraction.  Each of us are as important as the other in the proper functioning of this church of the Lord Jesus Christ’s.

27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

Now, a clear definition of who this “body” is that he has been talking about.  It is most definitely the church body at Corinth.  This applies to all church bodies.  The “body of Christ” is not all the saved…that is Catholic dogma.

The Bible teaches in this chapter that as members of this church we all are very important in that we have special abilities to help this body function awesomely.  The Holy Spirit is holding this body all together to be a unified, finely precisioned, body.  Membership in a Baptist church is a very unique and important issue.
Other verses of interest:

Eph 5:30-32 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
Rom 12:4-5 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.
1 Cor 6:15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.
James 4:1  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?
Eph 4:25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.
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