CHURCH:  WHY?....
What are you doing, or not doing, to help this church accomplish its mission?
What would you say to this?:    “Mommy, why do we have to go to church?”

How about this?:   “Church is the opiate for the masses.”

“Church is a crutch for the weak”.

“Church is just a bunch of hypocrites getting together to appear holier than thou…”

“Church is boring…”    “I go to church twice a year”.     

“I have my own church when I go hunting in the mountains”.

Why did you get out of bed, shower, get dressed up, and drive to this building this morning?  

Top 10 wrong reasons for going to church this morning:

1. Duty
2.  Guilt
3.  Please someone

4.  Manipulating God         5.  Habit

6.  Bored
7.  Social
8.  Entertaining
9.  Itchy ears
    10.  Impress others

Here are some various mission statements for churches.  Do you think that their’s is right?  
Roman Catholic Church:  The missionary mandate. "Having been divinely sent to the nations that she might be 'the universal sacrament of salvation,' the Church, in obedience to the command of her founder and because it is demanded by her own essential universality, strives to preach the Gospel to all men": 

The origin and purpose of mission. The Lord's missionary mandate is ultimately grounded in the eternal love of the Most Holy Trinity: "The Church on earth is by her nature missionary since, according to the plan of the Father, she has as her origin the mission of the Son and the Holy Spirit." The ultimate purpose of mission is none other than to make men share in the communion between the Father and the Son in their Spirit of love.

The United Methodist Church:  "The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world."

Tenth Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia is called to glorify the Triune God, to proclaim the gospel of the crucified and risen Christ, and to advance the kingdom that God is building in our city and around the world. 

By the grace of God, and for the glory of God, Tenth Church is a regional fellowship of kingdom-minded disciples reaching Center City, evangelizing greater Philadelphia, and multiplying gospel ministry to the world through expository preaching, corporate worship, kingdom-centered prayer, small groups, spiritual care, Christian education, missionary work, and mercy ministry. 

Southern Baptist Convention: As a convention of churches, our missional vision is to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ to every person in the world and to make disciples of all the nations.

The mission of Willow Creek Community Church is to turn irreligious people into fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

Saddleback's Purpose Statement:  To bring people to Jesus and membership in his family, develop them to Christlike maturity, and equip them for their ministry in the church and life mission in the world, in order to magnify God’s name.

Wrong Missions for a Church:  
Ecumenical – The mission is all of Christendom united. “Why can’t we all just get along” in the body of Christ?  Why is there so much divisiveness.  They say “we need to tear down these doctrinal walls of separation and ‘just love Jesus’.  The ‘Ecumenical Movement’ is growing faster every day and is engulfing church after church until soon they will have just about all of them.  The mission is to all be “one”;  kind of a New Age phenomena.  Everybody just loving each other and loving God.   

Jesus’ prayer in Jn 17 was for oneness of that church that He built in Jerusalem (local), not oneness among all who call themselves a Christian.

Entertaining –  Often, the main attraction at a church service is the music performance. The Churches are following the world’s lead on this.  They entertain throughout the whole service with contemporary, “top 40’s” sounding ‘Christianized’ music.  They entertain with drama presentations.  They entertain with the ‘worship team’.  They entertain through concerts.   They entertain through multi media presentations.  They entertain through video/movie nights….    There is so much competition out there amongst churches that they feel ‘forced’ in marketing some ‘great show’ for the people.  

A church is not here for ‘wowing’ you, or making you ‘feel good’, or ‘soothing the senses’, or putting on an impressive show.  That’s the world’s way.

Why can’t churches just try to keep the people coming back by feeding them the truth of the Word of God and showing them that they do indeed love them.

Emotional – To have some emotionally driven, thrilling experience.  Churches follow right along with the world in providing emotional appeal to their ‘product’ that they sell.  Why do thousands keep returning to a church every Sunday?  They want an emotional experience.  They seem to say that if you have an emotional experience then it was a special encounter with God.  

No doubt that God can cause one to experience emotionalism, but it must be based on the truth of the Bible to be from God.  Most of what we see in Christianity is emotionally charged experiences not at all based on the truth nor brought about by the Lord.  Just because you get a ‘joy bubble’ or start weeping, doesn’t mean that you are having a close encounter with the Lord.  Churches shouldn’t seek to promote this sort of nonsense.

Economy driven –  Their purpose is to become ‘big and successful’; and this usually centers around the almighty dollar.  Most churches feel they are successful if they have a state of the art building and sound system.  It is very competetive out there in the world of ecumenicism.  Why would a person want to go to your dull looking church building when there is a splendid appearing one just down the street?  Got to keep up with the Jones’.  Most Pastors when asked what’s going on with their church will respond with: “got a big building project going on…should finish the new addition in the next year”.  Their mission in reality is to build a big, successfully looking church campus.

The Laodiceans had this problem and the Lord was going to spew them out of His mouth.  

Existing – Many Old Fashioned Baptist churches have as their main goal to simply ‘exist’…to just get along and be ‘us 4 and no more’.  Kind of a private social club that has no intentions on growing or doing anything other than existing.  They get along ok and they’ll just keep singing their favorite hymns, have a short, non-controversial sermonette, and go out for dinner every Sunday morning.  Everybody’s happy, so why mess things up?!

If you are not growing you are dying…

Right Missions for a Church:
Evangelize – The Great CoMission for each and every true church of the Lord Jesus Christ’s is:

Matt 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

Luke 24:47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

We are commissioned by God Almighty to preach the gospel to every creature…yes ‘we’, as in this church right here.  

Not just getting the gospel to those in Omak, but also to those in Washington, in America, Canada, Mexico, and beyond!  How praytell are we going to do such a thing?!   Well, it’s going to take a lot of commited laborers, for sure.
How much are you in agreement with this purpose, this goal, this job, this mission of evangelizing?
How burdened are you for this to happen with this church?

How much are you wanting to help with this?  
How much are you helping with this?

Are you willing to help more with this?

Where/how will you do this?

If the church in Jerusalem did not get the gospel out to the lost, and churches after her, then we would have nothing even remotely Christian today.  You would probably still be a lost, hell bound heathen…
Establish Ecclesias – Along with evangelization comes establishing churches.  It is inherently a part of the Great Commandment from Mt 28, Mk 16, Lk 24, Jn 21, and Acts 1.  Once an area is reached with the gospel and folks are saved, there needs to be a good church for them to be a part of so they can help in performing the mission God has for all of us.  Most focus on evangelization and basically ignore the establishing of ecclessias.  If no churches were established then there would be just one incredibly huge church in Jerusalem; but we know that many other churches began afterward by the apostles.  

Necessary to getting a church planted is to have a man (or men) ready and willing to plant that church.

2 Tim 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

Acts 14:23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

How much are you in agreement with getting ecclesias established?

How burdened are you for this to happen?

Are you willing to be a part of this most noble goal?

What should you be doing to help in having this mission accomplished?
Edify – The main thing that sheep do is …. ‘eat’.   There needs to be a whole lot of eating going on.

The saints need to get strengthened.  They need milk ‘and’ meat.  They need to grow.  The church and its services needs to not be mainly dealing with preaching the gospel to its members, but rather preaching the whole counsel of God (the Bible)!

Matt 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

1 Peter 5:2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

Eph 4:11-13 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

2 Cor 12:19 Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto you? we speak before God in Christ: but we do all things, dearly beloved, for your edifying.

Rom 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.

How much are you in agreement with this purpose, this goal, this job, this mission of edifying?
How burdened are you for this to happen with your church?

How much are you wanting to have this happen to you?  

How much is this actually happening to you?

Are you willing to help with all of this?

Where/how will you do this?

Exhort – We need to be exhorted to do right, to stay on the right track, to not give up, to pick up the pace.  It’s like a coach cheering on the team;  or a General rallying the troops.  Without repetitive, intense exhortation week after week, we will tend to slow down, get comfortable, backslide, and even give up.  
Heb 10:24,25 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Heb 3:13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

2 Tim 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

1 Tim 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

Acts 14:21-22 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

2 Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

How much are you in agreement with this purpose, this goal, this job, this mission of exhorting?

How burdened are you for this to happen with your church?

How much are you wanting to have this happen to you each service?  

Do you think that you need more of this each week?

How are you responding to this exhortation?

Are you totally where you ought to be and don’t really need anymore exhortation?

Where do you need some more exhortation at?

Exalt – The overriding theme to anything any Christian does must be to the glory of God; to exalting Him above all things; to putting Him first.  Our purpose must include gathering together to praise His holy name in splendid unity and devoted resolve.  
Don’t let the Charismaniacs scare us away from ‘expressive worship’.  Just how worthy is Jesus Christ for our praise?!   Just how much effort, emotion, and zeal should be put into our ‘worshipping Him’?!
Eph 3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

Ps 100:1-5

1 …Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.

3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.

Ps 105:1-5

1 O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people.

2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.

3 Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.

4 Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore.

5 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth;

How much are you in agreement with this purpose, this goal, this job, this mission of exalting the name of the Lord Jesus Christ?

How burdened are you for this to happen with your church?

How much are you wanting to have this happen to you each service?  

Do you think that you need more of this each week?

How are you responding to this exhortation?

Are you totally where you ought to be and don’t really need anymore exhortation?

Where do you need some more exhortation at?
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