CHURCH
Common misconceptions:  1) a building (Christ did not die for a building);  2) a hierarchial denominational oligarchy (brought about by the Catholic Church in the 1st Millenium); 3) all the saved of the New Testament era (mystical, universal, invisible teaching by the Holy Catholic-Universal Church and extrapolated by the Protestants).

Scriptural teaching:  “eklessia”, “kirk”, “assembly”.   It could be any assembly.  The context needs to be examined to understand what assembly it is referring to.  112 out of 115 references refer to the Lord’s assembly in New Testament times.  99 out of 112 references clearly teach a local, visible assembly of baptized believers.  The other 13 references refer to this local assembly in a plural sense (churches) or generic sense.

Great variety of Churches:  There are so many different names for “churches” today.  Pick up any large metro area phone book and you will see hundreds of different Churches listed.  The last part to a church’s name is fairly elementary.  It basically shows that it is a religious organization as opposed to some business, etc.  They call themselves a church, assembly, Kingdom Hall, fellowship, center, place, house, etc.  Even though this last name unifies all these, there is still difference.  The words fellowship, center, or assembly are more contemporary terms and give an impression that they are not like “standard” churches.  In this they are correct. 

Who’s Church?:   These hundreds of thousands of Churches across America are all very different from each other.  Can they all be the Lord’s Churches?  Jesus Christ began His Church in Jerusalem with the calling of the 12 and finished building it just prior to being crucified.  This Church begat other Churches just like itself.  Eventually, error crept in and some of these went the way of the world and lost their status as one of the Lord’s.  Constantine began the State Church in about 315ad, later known as the Holy Catholic Church.  This was a clear departure from the 
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Church that Jesus Christ began, and this was started by a man and a political power.  This non-Lord’s Church begat its own offspring which is pretty much all the denominations that you see around us today.  Let’s look at this a bit more in the next section.

BAPTIST

So many “denominational” names:  Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Assembly of God, Four Square, Church of Christ, Brethren, Congregational, Bible, 7th Day Adventist, Church of Jesus Christ of Later Day Saints, Jehovah Witnesses, Vineyard, Calvary Chapel, Episcopal, and, yes, Baptist.  These all have different hierarchial organizations because they are very different, or at least initially were.  Each one has its own denominational Statement of Faith.  Is Baptist a denomination?  We will look at that in a moment.  It is important to know where Baptists came from.  First, they did not come from the Protestant Reformation.  They were never associated with Catholicism like the Protestants were.  Anabaptists existed prior to the Proestant Reformation.  Before that they were known by many different titles.  These titles referred to the leader or the part of the world they were from:  Donatists, Novations, Albigences, Waldences, PetroBrussians, Paulicians, etc.  They go all the way back to the Church that Jesus Christ started in Jerusalem.  Many Independent (and Missionary) Baptists believe in churches begetting churches but don’t believe in Baptist Church perpetuity as important.  This is moronical!  Just believing right doesn’t make you one of the Lord’s.  You have got to start right to.  Authority lies only in the Lord’s Churches.  That is where you get yours.  Many will only let a man from their church start another church by being properly commissioned from the church, yet they don’t think it important for an unbroken chain of churches.  This is contradictory. 

So many Baptist groups:  Almost all Baptist groups are a part of hierarchial structure, whether a denomination, an association, conference, or a fellowship.  Independent Baptists usually are not part of anything of this sort.  The name “Independent” was 
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attached to Baptist to clarify that they were not anything but locally governed, with absolutely no outside influence of any kind.  There are numerous Baptist groups:  American, Southern, General, Primitive, 7th Day, Landmarker, Missionary, Independent, Unaffiliated Independent, Conservative, GARBC, Free Will, and many others.  These, again, all believe either slightly or majorly differently.  The organizational name helps signify how it is different from the rest.  These names do matter, at least initially.  Later on, all seem to be heading in a unified, ecumenical direction.  As they become more and more ecumenical, and less and less Baptist, many are removing the name “Baptist” in order not to “offend” their ecumenical brothers that are coming into the congregation in mass.

Are Independent Baptists that different?:  Their name was attached on purpose to show that they were indeed different.  They are very similar, however, to Missionary, Landmarkers, and Unaffiliated Independent Baptists.  Actually, no two Independent Baptist Churches are exactly alike in doctrine and in practice.  But, they typical are known for:  King James Version Bible only, Church defined as local and visible only, practicing Baptist only baptism, closed Communion, active soulwinning, missionary sending and supporting, non-Charasmatic, separated, conservative standards, conservative music, non-ecumenical, Christ honoring.  All the other Baptist groups, and all the other Church types out there, all oppose us on almost everyone of these distinctives.  We Independent Baptists (and others like us) need to hold these distinctives strongly if we are going to be called Baptist!!!
FAITHFUL

***Rev 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

***Deut 7:9 Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;

***1 Cor 1:9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

***1 Thess 5:24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.
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***2 Thess 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.

***1 Sam 22:14 Then Ahimelech answered the king, and said, And who is so faithful among all thy servants as David, which is the king's son in law, and goeth at thy bidding, and is honourable in thine house?

***Neh 9:7-8 Thou art the LORD the God, who didst choose Abram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of Abraham; And foundest his heart faithful before thee, and madest a covenant with him

***Dan 6:4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.

***1 Cor 4:2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

***Prov 20:6 Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?

***Rev 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

***1 Tim 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;
***Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

***Neh 13:13 And I made treasurers over the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah: for they were counted faithful, and their office was to distribute unto their brethren.

***Neh 7:2 That I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem: for he was a faithful man, and feared God above many.

***Prov 28:20 A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent.

***Ps 101:6 Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me.

***Matt 25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

***Rev 17:14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

From these verses, we can surely see that being “Faithful” is an important quality.  This name was chosen of many, many names common to Baptist Churches: i.e. First, Calvary, Faith, Fellowship, Grace, Bible, etc.  There is not another Baptist

                                    -5- 

Church named “Faithful” to my knowledge.  This Church has at least 3 names (4 if you include “Independent”).  They each describe it very well.  Faithful describes us in that:  1) we will remain faithful to the Lord’s Doctrine:  “contend for the faith once delivered to the saints”; “holding fast the faithful word”; “keep the ordinances”; “continuing steadfast in the apostles’ doctrine”, etc.   2) we will remain faithful in our calling:  it shouldn’t be said of us “why stand ye gazing up in the Heavens”;  we will “go and preach the gospel, baptize, and disciple”.  3) we will remain faithful to loving our Lord:  “if ye love Me, keep my commandments”;  “the Church at Ephesus was scolded for losing its first love”;  “love the Lord with all our heart”.   

There is a lot to remain faithful to.  We will live up to our name!  Others don’t care much for the name “Church”;  they use it losely, and don’t even understand its Scriptural meaning.  We care for it!   Others don’t care much for the name “Baptist”;  they have just because of tradition, or actually drop the name for sake of compatability.  We will keep it!  No one has the name “Faithful”;  most Churches are not remaining faithful to any of what they should.  We will remain faithful…unto death….so we can here the “Well done, thou good and FAITHFUL servant: thou hast been FAITHFUL over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”!!!!!
We are a Church!  are you part of one?   

We are Baptist!  are you known as a Baptist?

We are Faithful!     are you known by God as Faithful?
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          CHURCH
         BAPTIST

        FAITHFUL

                   WHAT’S IN A NAME???
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