WHAT’S CHURCH?

A building? A denomination? All the saved?  No.  “Catholic” means “universal”…

An “ekklesia”, or a “kirk”, is an “assembly”.  The Lord’s assembly (church) is a group (2 or more) of born again, scripturally baptized people called together by God to carry out His commands here on earth.  It is local, visible, independent, Bible believing, soulwinning, missions minded, and separated.

WHICH CHURCH?

Jesus Christ started the first church (Mt 16:18).  It was in Jerusalem, and He was the first pastor with about 120 members before He left for Heaven.  This 1 church ordained evangelists to be sent out to start other churches just like that one.  Then, those churches continued that pattern and spread throughout Asia, Africa, and into Northern Europe.  Eventually, these properly constituted churches made it to America.  They began with a variety of names (Donatist, Montanist, Paulician, Albigense, Waldense, AnaBaptist) and today are known as Baptists.  However, not every “Baptist” church is one of the Lord’s churches.  They must have been begun right, and they also must stay right.  Missionary and Independent type Baptist churches typically are the Lord’s churches.  Other Baptists, I have great doubt about.  And, non-Baptists are definitely not.

WHY CHURCH?

Social status….meet friends…..tradition…..guilt….

Why should you go to church?  Here are just a few good reasons.

Jesus Christ is there:  Mt 16:18, Rv 1:11-13, Eph 2:22, 1Co 

                      3:16, Eph 3:21 (He is amidst the candlesticks).

The Truth is there: 1 Ti 3:15 (it is the pillar and ground of it).

Growth is there:  Eph 4:11-13 (it is for the edifying of the 

                                                  body of Christ).

Reward is there:  1 Co 3:11-15 (build upon the right 

                                                   foundation).

WITH CHURCH?

It is very good to be with a church, i.e. a member.  

Instruction:  2Ti 2:2 (committing to faithful men the truths of 

                              the Bible, and they will then do the same).

Participation:  1Co 12:27, Col 1:18, Ro 12:5+  (members of 

                               His body to perform a specific function).

Protection:  Hb 13:17, Acts 20:28+, 2Ti 2:24-26  (from sin, 

                                                                         wolves, devil).

WANT CHURCH?

Do you want to be at church?  Is it a drag?  Why do you 

                                                                  come, anyway?

If you understand “what a church is”, and “which church is right”, and “why you should be with one”, then you most definitely will “want to be at church”!!    

Jesus/Truth/Growth/Reward is at church…. Instruction/Participation/Protection is at church…. 

Are you at church???!!!
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