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THE ORDINANCES
[this is not intended to be a doctrinal thesis on these two ordinances, but a statement of warning to Churches to keep them]
An ordinance is an established rite or ceremony.  The ordinances of the Church are rites and ceremonies that Christ instituted for His Church, and all subsequent Churches from that one, to commerate His sacrifice on the cross.
1 Cor 11:2 Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.

1 Cor 11:24-26 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.
Rom 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Why should we keep them?

1.  Commanded to.

2.  They protect the Church.
3.  They help us to remember our Saviour.

I.  COMMANDED TO

Christians are suppose to follow exactly what the Bible says without conflict.  So, really, nothing else needs to be said in this lesson.

II.  PROTECTS THE CHURCH

Do Churches typically “keep the ordinances”?   No!

They compromise, get loose with, or just plain let go of them.

This is seen in “Alien Immersion”  and in “Open or Close Communion”.

Most Baptists are going this way now, so why not join with them.  Who wants to be the oddball anyway?  It is to much of a battle, causes stress, and makes enemies.
Incusiveness is popular;  Exclusiveness is not.   Those who “keep the ordinances” are labelled as divisive.
Why should we “keep the ordinances”?

Baptism:

It is the guard at the door of the Church membership.  Baptism automatically places a Christian into the Church’s membership that baptized them (Acts 2:42,etc).
It keeps the body’s beliefs pure by keeping out impure beliefs.  If you let Lutherans, Presbyterians, Pentecostals, etc., in, then with them you take all their varied beliefs typically.  If you require submission to proper Baptism, then you weed out those who would not otherwise be submissive to your doctrine, and sooner or later cause you divisions and grief.  Sometimes, there are “wolves” lurking about to come in and destroy a Church.  If you have a “wide-open door” policy to membership, then you easily obtain these rascals, and hurt for it later.
Lord’s Supper:

It is the guard within the Church’s membership.  It keeps the body united, right with each other, pure and holy.

Those that are not agreeing with things of the Church will be highly motivated to get right with this ordinance.  Not doing so places them under a form of discipline in one of two ways:  either the Church votes them to be disciplined because they do not desire to get right, or God judges them for partaking of the Supper unworthily.  If a Church “keeps” this ordinance well, it will help itself to stay pure and right.  

What do we actually “keep” in these ordinances?

Baptism:
1. Proper Meaning:  purely symbolic;  no grace imparted.  Ro 6:4 
2. Proper Member:  already born again;  understands its meaning;  agrees with the Church’s beliefs (adds them 

    as a member);  wants to identify with Christ;  wants to live a holy life (repentent).  Acts 2:41+
3. Proper Mode:  immersion in water;  not sprinkled or poured.

4. Proper Mandate:  the only ones given the authority to baptize are the offspring of the Church that Jesus 

    Christ began…fundamental Baptist churches.  Mt 28:18-20
Lord’s Supper:

1.  Proper Meaning:  purely symbolic; no grace imparted.  Not “trans (or contrans-) substantiation”.

2.  Proper Materials:  unleavened bread loaf and unleavened (unfermented) juice of grapes.

3.  Proper Motive:  desire to be unified with the body and right before the Lord.

4.  Proper Mandate:  born again baptized member of observing Church (“closed”). Not “open” = any saved 

     person; not “close” = any person who is a member of a Church of like faith.

Where do Churches commonly not “keep” the ordinances at?

Baptism:

1.  Sacramentalism versus Symbolism.  
2.  Right versus priveledge:  helps with salvation, agreement with beliefs not important, desire to live holy life 

     not important.

3.  Sprinkling versus Immersion:  sprinkling doesn’t picture anything logical.

4.  Alien Baptism versus Baptist only Baptism:  “Alien” is the teaching that any so called “church” that baptizes a person qualifies the baptism as official.  Thus, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Catholic, Mormon, etc., baptisms would all be accepted as proper authorities for baptizing.  If the Church is indeed universal, then this might be acceptable.  But Jesus Christ started a real live visible local autonomous Church body, and that is the only type and one He did indeed begin.  Thus, through the ages, His Churches begat one after another (Scripturally) and today we only see these in “Baptist” ranks.  A Baptist Church that actually “keeps” this ordinance would not accept “alien baptism”, and would require the candidate to submit to proper baptism.
Many Baptist Churches are giving way on this last point (#4) because they are turning away a lot of potential members that won’t submit to their “narrow” interpretation of Scripture.  

Lord’s Supper:

1.  Sacramentalism versus Symbolism. Transubstantiation = the bread is literally Christ’s body, the wine is 

     literally Christ’s blood.  Contransubstantiation = mystical presence of Christ in the bread and the wine.

2.  Right versus Priveledge.  added grace, sacrament.  Any Christian can participate versus only those in 

     oberving Church.  Any member can participate versus only those right with the body and right with God.

3.  Pure versus impure elements.  Unleavened but preservative added wafers?  Alcoholic wine?  Or, home 

     baked unleavened bread, and home crushed fruit of the vine.
III.  THEY REMIND THE CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR

Baptism:

Pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Every time one is baptized in a church, this beautiful picture should be expounded upon, and fixed deeply in our minds.  

Pictures a repentent heart wanting to live for Jesus Christ because of what He did for them.  It would be reasonable to want to be baptized every service, for it pictures your heart for your Saviour.

Lord’s Supper:

Pictures Jesus Christ’s broken body on the cross, and His shed blood on the ground.

It brings us into rememberance of this as oft as we observe it.  It would be reasonable to observe the Lord’s Supper every service for it reminds so well what our Saviour did for us.

Both ordinances picture and remind us of our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ who died on the cross and shed His blood for our sins;  and that He was buried and rose again (we are told to observe the Lord’s Supper “till He comes” = He arose and is alive!).
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