MATTHEW 16
cHRIST & HIS CHURCH
SIGN SEEKERS SHOULD SEEK THE GOSPEL SIGN

16:1 The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.  3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times? 4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.
There were sign seekers then, and there are surely sign seekers today.  These rascal religious leaders just wanted to catch Him doing something “against the Law”.   They were so “into” their religion that they were clueless about what was going on around them.   Many folk today read the Bible and take it apart piece by piece, yet don’t have the “big picture”.  They can not discern the signs of the times.  There are wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes in divers places, disease, pestilence, kingdoms rising against kingdoms, terrorism in every nation, apostasy everywhere, great increase in knowledge, Israel bringing in the Jews from afar, talks of Israeli peace treatiesand everyone doing that which is right in their own eyes.   We are just about ready to “come up hither!”.   Today, we have a generation or two that is very wicked (sensual, carefree, relaxed) and adulterous (spiritually compromising and mixing with ecumenicism).  These generations are very much looking for new spiritual experiences, i.e. signs and wonders.  The Charasmatic movement is slithering into fundamental Baptist churches even.  Tongue speaking is generally acceptable now.  Special healing services are commonplace in every city.  Books upon books are written covering supposed “miracles” and “wonders” being performed throughout our nation’s churches.  These folk seek a sign because they want something new and exciting, they don’t want what fundamental Baptists believe.  The “sign” they all need to pay attention to, is that of being in the grave three days and three nights; i.e. the gospel sign!  Many, if not most, of these sign seekers are not saved, for they missed the simple truth of the gospel sign.
BAPTISTS, BEWARE OF BAD DOCTRINE
5 And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread.  6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.  7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.  8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?  9 Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?  10 Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?  11 How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?  12 Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
These disciples were at times somewhat scatterbrained.  Not many people forget to bring food along on trips.  And they forgot that even if they did forget to bring bread, Jesus Christ could easily feed them all.  Jesus Christ was teaching them daily, many times a day.  He did this for three years, a reasonable time for a man to get trained for the ministry.  The disciples were usually in the “flesh” and not in the “spirit”;  much like us today.  They could not understand things in the spiritual sense unless very carefully explained.  They would routinely forget great things God had done for them, and not trust Him to do it again.  God is asking us “how is it that you do not understand?”.   Many of us have been going to good Baptist churches for years, being taught every Lord’s Day, but yet we still don’t understand the basic things that God has for us.  Jesus Christ’s main point with this lesson to them was to beware of false doctrine from “religious people”.  They may be well respected, be on TV, have best selling books, have huge churches, but their doctrine often is very, very corrupt.  Beware Baptists of non-Baptist doctrine!
WHO DO YOU SAY JESUS CHRIST IS?
13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.  15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
This is an excellent question to ask people:  who do you think Jesus Christ is?   There will be a wide variety of responses, just like here.  Today, they say He is a religious leader, a pious example, a mystical materialized higher being, the brother of Lucifer, an Ascenced Master, a long haired-white-weak appearing god, a cool-contemporary-surfin god, a god like we can become, a fake, a swear word, etc..  But, who do you yourself say that Jesus Christ is?  What is your official statement on this?  It needs to be that Jesus Christ is the Christ (the annointed One of God, the Messiah, the Saviour, the Redeemer), the Son of the living God (He is God Himself, the Son, and He is alive forevermore).  He is the Creator of all things.  He existed for eternity past with His Father. He is of a divine, sinless nature and incorporated Himself into a human body and was the sacrificial Lamb for the whole world.  He is the coming King of Kings, and Judge of all souls.  No one can understand and believe these great truths without God the Father revealing it to them through His blessed Holy Spirit.  I believe that He reveals it to everyone, so that they are all without excuse.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
“Peter” means “petras”, or small pebble.  “This rock” means “petros”, or huge bedrock.  God used a play on words to teach one of the most profound truths of all time.  He mentioned Peter’s name for this very reason, otherwise it is not needed in the sentence.  What is “this rock”?  Many say that it is Peter, the first pope.  Others say that it is Jesus Christ Himself.  But, I say that “this rock” was the profound statement that Peter just made of who Jesus Christ truly is!  Either of these later two definitions will suffice though.  Jesus Christ Himself (not man) will build His own (not man’s) church.  He has to be the builder of it, and it is based upon this fundamental doctrine of who Jesus Christ is.  The churches of Jesus Christ today are not of Him if they are off at all on this most important teaching.  He would indeed build His church, in fact He had already begun building it on this principle (after the baptism by John the Baptist) and would continue doing it.  This church was none other than that local, called out, assembly of born again, baptized believers.  He accomplished His task before He left the Earth;  He built His church.  This church birthed other churches, one by one, all the way to churches today.  Only those that are in this preserved lineage are His churches.  Man has started almost all churches in existance today, not the Lord…thus, they are not His.  Baptists have the only claim to this preserved, authoritative heritage.  The “gates of Hell” are gates that, of course, keep people from getting to them; i.e. defensive in nature, not offensive.  So, the Lord’s churches are to continue to plow down those gates of the Devil holding men’s souls hostage to Hell.  The “keys of the Kingdom”, i.e. that which unlocks one to enter into it, is none other than the further teaching on who Jesus Christ is, the Saviour, and the key of the blessed Gospel.  The church is not the key, nor is Peter, but the churches have entrusted to them this key.  Only they are entrusted with it, not the parachurch groups.  The authority placed in the Lord’s churches cannot be minimized.  Whatsoever is voted on by the members of one of the Lord’s churches is finalized in Heaven.  In reference to Matthew 18:15-18, membership and discipline in a church is documented in Heaven.  The only spiritual authority on Earth is the Lord’s churches.  They have both full authority from God, and, full responsibility from God…to get the gospel key out.
THE PURPOSE OF JESUS CHRIST WHILE ON EARTH
20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.  21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.  22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.  23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.
He didn’t want them telling anyone this newly “understood” truth.  They had been with Jesus Christ for a while but didn’t fully understand what was soon going to be happening to Him.  He didn’t want things moving to rapidly;  He couldn’t get too popular, too fast, or the Pharisees, etc, would want Him dead all the sooner.  He had to finish teaching them and preparing the Church to survive without Him.  The beautiful gospel message is chiefly this, that Jesus Christ suffered, died, and rose again from the grave on the third day, according to the Scriptures (the prophecies made long before that).  Peter was forcefully demanding that His Master not have this end;  he was missing the “big picture”.  Never say “no, Lord”…it is an “oxymoron” statement.  Jesus Christ is not pleased at all when we go against His will, especially here where the salvation of the whole world depended solely on this event to take place.  Satan was actually personally influencing Peter at this moment, using Peter’s fleshly desires to overthrow the Holy Spirit of God’s desire.  Does Jesus Christ every call you “Satan”?!
HOW TO FOLLOW JESUS CHRIST
24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.  28 Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.

He now moves on from this base statement of His future suffering and death, to inform the disciples that if any of them wanted to keep following Him, they would suffer, also.  To follow Jesus Christ while He was on Earth, and even today, we must push aside our wants and desires, and crucify our flesh (alegorically), and then we can actually follow where He wants us to go, i.e. with Him.  If we choose to do it our own way, and please ourselves while on Earth, then what a waste that will be for eternity.  The most precious, important thing on this Earth is our soul, and the souls of others.  How special will it be to have been a Billionairre with everything you could ever want for some 50 years, and then die and spend endless eternities suffering the pangs of Hell.  Will those former “blessings” be of any cheer in Hell?  Speaking of profit for denying oneself and following Jesus Christ, He will come in the sky to call us home to glory and will reward us for these good works.  It will be worth it all!  The statement in verse 28 deals was fulfilled in the transfiguration on the mount which was to occur six days later, with Peter, James, and John being the “some”  [See also Peter’s statement in 2 Peter 1:16-18].
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