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THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST WAS UPON THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES IN 3 BC

A.  WHICH YEAR?

CYRENIUS AS GOVERNOR

(Lk 2:1)   The word "taxed" is from the Greek word apographo meaning to register. The "all the world" is used to emphasize the immensity of the Roman Empire. Caesar Augustus was preparing to celebrate his Silver Jubilee (25th anniversary) as Roman Emperor in 2 B.C. Prior to the celebration he wanted an accounting of his subjects and an official declaration of political allegiance. Registrations such as this were typically conducted in the fall of the year when the weather was mild for travel. 

(Luke 2:2)   Cyrenius was governor of Syria in 6 A.D. about nine years after this record. The Greek word for "governor" in this verse is hegemon which means commander. This "first" registration was made in 3 B.C. when Cyrenius had been sent to Syria to command the registration process. Later in 6/7 A.D. while he was governor a second registration took place. The word "first" is the key to understanding the historical evidence. 

TIBERIUS CAESAR’S FIFTEENTH YEAR
(Lk 3:1-3)  “In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, in the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zachariah in the wilderness; and he went into all the region about the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”
The same chapter says John the Baptist baptized Jesus when: "Jesus…was about thirty years of age." (3:23) 

Tiberius was joint emperor with Augustus from 12 AD but reigned as "Caesar" from 14 AD. His "fifteenth year" would therefore end some time in 29 AD. Subtract the age of Jesus at baptism—about 30 years—gives 2 BC for Jesus’ birth. (Note, there is no year "0".) 

VIRGO CONSTELLATION & ROSH HASHANAH

(Rev 12:1-2) “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:  And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.”

In 3 B.C the constellation Virgo clothed with the sun as it entered the mid-body in its ecliptic course had the moon under her feet on one day only - Wednesday, September 11th. This configuration was visible in the Palestine area between 6:18 P.M. and 7:39 P.M. on that day. It was during this time Succot is known as "The Season of our Joy", and it is also known as the "Festival of the Nations (or Gentiles)". The angel was actually giving them a greeting for the Festival of Succot. This is the only festival where the nations are positively encouraged to participate with negative results if they do not (Zech 14:16-19). 

JOHN’S BIRTH

(Luke 1:24-26,36)  Jesus was born six months after John the Baptist. The question then becomes, when was John the Baptist conceived? Because Zacharias' priestly functions were carried out during the course of Abijah, at the time of the angel's appearance (Luke 1:5-20), John's conception occurred in mid-June, as verses 23-24 indicate. Thus, he would have been born in about mid-March. Therefore, Christ's birth had to be in early autumn.  Let’s look more closely at this. The calculation of the time of Yeshua's birth begins with Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist. According to Luke 1:5 he was a priest of the order of Abijah. He was performing his duties, burning incense in the Beit HaMikdash (Temple), when an angel appeared and said his wife Elizabeth would conceive and bear a son, and he would be called John. The order in which the priestly families performed their duties is given in 1 Chronicles 24:7-18. According to the Mishnah, the cycle begins on the first Shabbat (Sabbath) of Nisan, and each family of priests would minister in turn for one week. Since there are 24 families, each family would minister about twice a year. The cycle would be delayed slightly because all priests, regardless of their families, were required to be at the Beit HaMikdash (Temple) for the three festivals of Pesach (Passover), Shavu'ot (Pentecost) and Succot (Tabernacles).The family of Abijah was eighth in line, so Z'chariyahu would have had his first period of duty during the Jewish month of Sivan (about June) and his second period during the month of Kislev about six months later. There is no way of knowing for sure which period of duty is referred to in Luke's Gospel, but if it is surmized that it is the first period we get some very interesting results.Zechariah finished his first period of duty about the middle of Sivan. Because of his unbelief, God struck him dumb. Nevertheless, he went home to his wife and she became pregnant. Count off 40 weeks, the usual period of gestation, and we get to the month of Nisan the following year. Beginning on the 14th of Nisan, and lasting for eight days, we have the festivals of Pesach (Passover), Matzot (unleavened bread) and Bikurim (First Fruits), which  all occur in the spring. This raises the distinct possibility that John the Baptist was born at Pesach, which coincides with the Jewish expectation that Eliyahu (Elijah) would come at Pesach. It has always been our custom to put an extra cup of wine on the table at Pesach, in the hope that Eliyahu will come and drink it. If John the Baptist was born at Pesach, Yeshua must have been born during the fall feasts, and most probably at Succot (In Luke 1:26 and 36 we are told that Yeshua was six months younger than Yochanan).
ANGELIC PROCLAMATION

We are given a clue about the time of the birth by the angel who appeared to the shepherds and said "Fear not. For, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.". There are actually two clues here. 

period that Jesus Christ might have been born. September 11, 3 B.C. fell on the first day of the month Tishri (the seventh month of the year according to the calendar given Moses following the exodus from Egypt.) Prior to the exodus, Tishri was the first month of the year and "Rosh Hashanah" or New Year's Day and is still celebrated in modern Judaism on this day. "During the whole of New Year's Day [Tishri 1], trumpets and horns were blown in Jerusalem from morning to evening."  (Alfred Edersheim - The Temple: Its Ministry and Services)    On Tishri 1 [September 11, 3 B.C.] while trumpets were blowing in Jerusalem to honor God and welcome the new year, in the small nearby town of Bethlehem the promised Christ who would reconcile men to God was being born. The religious and political leaders of the day were occupied with their own affairs and unaware of the significant event that was occurring. 

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM THEORIES
Jesus’ birth-year is connected to the identity of the "Star of Bethlehem" or "Christmas Star" that guided the "wise men" or "Magi" (probably astrologers) to Judea. 

12 BC:  Halley’s Comet neared the Earth in 12 BC. It appears every 76 years.  It is reasoned that the Magi saw the "star" twice, first in the east and later in the west when they reached Judea. Whenever Halley’s Comet comes it appears twice—firstly as it approaches the Sun and secondly after going around the Sun. Furthermore, a census was ordered in 12 BC. Therefore,  the Star of Bethlehem may have been Halley’s Comet. 

7 BC:  The planets Jupiter and Saturn performed a "celestial dance" in the constellation of Pisces. Jupiter and Saturn have orbital periodicities of 12 and 29 years respectively, so Jupiter on average passes Saturn every 20 years. About every 120 years, three successive conjunctions take place over about six months, this being known as a triple or great conjunction. Such a conjunction will occur every 120 years and a similar one would have occurred in 7 BC… On May 29, September 29 and December 4, 7 BC, a conjunction occurred in the constellation of Pisces, which is astrologically associated with the Jewish people." (Nature, Volume 264, 1976)
6 BC:  It is suggested that the "Star" was a twice-over "lunar occultation of Jupiter"—meaning the Moon covered Jupiter. These happened in 6 BC on March 20 just after sunset and on April 17 before dawn. On both occasions the Moon was a crescent just above the horizon difficult to see. Jupiter was also on the horizon and probably invisible!  Its main advantage is that 6 BC meshes with Herod killing the infants up to two years of age and himself dying in 4 BC. 
5 BC:  In addition to Halley’s Comet in 12 BC the Chinese recorded comets in 5 BC and 4 BC.  The 5 BC comet was observed for 70 days, Herod was still alive, and it’s consistent with the census ordered by Caesar Augustus in 8 BC. (The Advertiser, November 2, 1991) 

3BC to 2BC:  Venus and Jupiter are the two brightest objects in the night sky after the Moon. On August 12, 3 BC the two planets almost seemed to touch. And on June 17, 2 BC again—people in Babylon would have seen the two planets merge into one in the west toward Judea. 

B. WHICH MONTH? 

TAX TIME & FEAST TIME

(Lk 1:5) At the time of Christ's birth, the area of Jerusalem was very crowded with visitors, because of the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles. People took advantage of this journey to Jerusalem to pay their taxes (see Luke 2:1-5), as they were collected at this time of the year. Leviticus 23:24-40 proves that the seventh month was the time in question. When we combine Luke 2:1-5 and John 7:2-10 we see evidence of Jesus' parents traveling to Jerusalem for the spring and fall Holy Days.

SHEPHERDS IN THE FIELDS

(Lk 1:8) Shepherds would abide with their flock using a cultivated field as their fold for the sheep in the fall of the year. In the late summer and early fall a farmer would hire shepherds to keep their flocks in his field overnight. In this way, the sheep's manure would fertilize his field. In December it is too cold for shepherds to watch their sheep at night in fields or pastures and also too cold for travel for "taxations". The flocks were brought in for the winter season of mid-October to mid-March. Succot always falls in the September-October time frame, when the weather is still warm and pleasant outside, especially AT NIGHT. 


SUCCOTH DEFINED

Leviticus 23: 33-44 tells us the story of the Israelites and their journey out of Egypt and the following 40 years of wondering. We can find the name Sukkoth in Gen. 33:17 "And Jacob journeyed to Succoth; and built for himself a house, and made booths for the livestock, therefore the place is named Sukkoth." The Hebrew word Sukkoth means "hut." The Biblical name for Sukkoth is The Feast of Tabernacles. The 1st Day of Succot (Feast of Tabernacles) in 1999 was September 24th evening.

THE FEAST PATTERN

There are three times the Lord commanded the Jews to assemble in the Temple in Jerusalem. On these three Holidays they were to present offerings to the Lord. Those three are Passover, Shavuoth, (Pentecost) and Sukkoth. Sukkoth is the third and last of the three. In the month of Tishri, there are three major Holidays of the Feast of the Tabernacle of the Lord, which is God’s perfect timetable. The month of Tishri falls in September or October on 

the Christian Calendar. They are Rosh HaShannah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkoth. These three are often called the Second Advent. The First Advent are the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Passover and First Fruits. Yeshua died on Unleavened Bread, He was buried on Passover, and He rose on First Fruits, 50 days later he sent the Holy Spirit on the Following Feast of Shavuoth (Pentecost). So we see here that God is setting up a pattern for us to look for. Something as important as the Birth of the Messiah would surely fit into this pattern. 

MANGER IS A SUCCAH

We also have to consider the type of dwelling in which Yeshua was born. Had it not been for the inconvenience caused by the census, he would have been born in a house like all other children. Luke uses the Greek word for "manger" but because Yeshua was Jewish, and it was most likely the festival of Succot (see explanation below), the text probably describes a Succah. A Succah was where servants of a household slept, or where they kept sheep and cattle. This would make sense since we know that Yeshua would fulfill every aspect of Torah from his birth until his death. The link here is directly to the commandment in Leviticus Chp 23:42. 

TABERNACLED WITH US

John 1:14 He said "dwelt" among His people. This word dwelt come from a Greek word "skene" and the Greeks translated that from the Hebrew word "Tabernacle." John was describing the Holy Day of Sukkoth, the Holy Day that celebrates the indwelling of God Himself. So the Word says: "And the Word was made flesh and “Tabernacled” among us..."  Sukkoth shows that God would dwell in the midst of His people, through the presence of the Messiah, Yeshua. 

THE EIGHTH DAY

If the day of Yeshua's birth was the first day of Succot, then the day of his circumcision would be the eighth day after Succot which, in accordance with Torah is also day of sacred assembly. (Leviticus 23:39). On this day, called "Shemini Atzeret," or "the Eighth day of Solemn Assembly" and later called "Simchat Torah" or "Rejoicing in Torah," we complete our annual cycle of Torah readings and start again from Bereshit (Genesis). It is considered to be a time of "fulfillment" of the Torah and also a new beginning for it, in our lives, since Torah is never abandoned. This indeed would seem to be a fitting holiday for Yeshua's circumcision and dedication before God, since He came to set the Torah on a firm foundation by correctly interpreting it and fulfilling it (i.e., becoming the goal to which the Law and the Prophets pointed), thereby making a way to renew the Torah in our lives. (Matt. 5:17-19).

USHPIZIN AND THE SHEPHERDS

In addition, the narrative indicates that it was shepherds to whom the angels delivered their message, which is interesting in that for thousands of years Jewish literature ascribes a tradition known as "Ushpizin", only to Succot, and it is practiced even to this day. After entering the Succah, and reciting certain prayers, the ceremony of Ushpizin bids us to partake in the privilege of inviting and welcoming the "Sh'kinah" and the seven "faithful shepherds" who enter the succah with us as exalted guests. These guests come to “observe how their descendants fulfill the mitzvah (commandment) of the Succah”, in which they dwell under God's protection, in accordance with what God had promised in the Torah. These seven faithful shepherds of Israel are: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, and David. Back in the Luke narrative, though the text does not specify "seven" shepherds who went to visit Mary, there seems to be a hint, when one reads between the lines. Moreover, the purpose of their visit is recorded to be very similar with that of the Ushpizin, in which the text states that it was to "see this thing that had happened, which the Lord has told us about." (Luke 2:15).

We can surmise from this information that Jesus Christ was most likely born in the year 3 BC, favored over 2 BC.  Also, the time of the year would very definately have been the September/October period due to the taxation time recorded in history, and the shepherds being in the fields at night.  And, the exact time appears to be in conjunction with the Feast of Tabernacle, or Succoth, due to the pattern set with the Feast Days and His First Advent, the definitions set forth for “manger”and “dwelt among us”, the teachings on circumcision and the Torah, the timing of John the Baptist’s birth with Pesach, the significance of the angelic proclamations, and the ancient teachings of the Ushpizin.  
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