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OVERVIEW

OCCULT ORIGINS
The followers of the Charismatic Movement say that their origins are from the Apostles and Jesus Christ Himself.  The logic there (what little there is) is that these “sign gifts” were never suppose to go away and now there is a reviving of them through the “holy” spirit (sic).  It is interesting, very interesting, to note that there is no mention of tongues speaking from 100 AD to 1648 AD in civilized, Christianized people groups. However, tongues speaking is quite commonly found in basically uncivilized non-Christianized people groups: “Glossolalia (tongues speaking)  occurs frequently among the Eskimos (Inuits) of the Hudson Bay area of Canada. The priestesses of North Borneo speak incantations in a language known only to the spirits (demons) and themselves. The tribal doctors of the modern Quillancinga and Pasto groups of the Andes recite unintelligible prayers as they heal their patients. Glossolalia occurs during seances on the Japanese islands of Hokkaido and Honshu. Even Herodus and Virgil wrote of priests speaking strange languages while possessed” (L. Carlyle May, "A Survey of Glossolalia and Related Phenomena in Non-Christian Religions", American Anthropologist 58, May 1956, pp.75-96). And going even further back, the pagan priestess near Corinth, where tongues speaking had to be first corrected at, spoke in tongues at the shrine of the Delphic Oracle.  Many, if not all, of the heresies of Charismatics can be traced back to heathen practices in Africa by witches and spiritists:  the unintelligable tongues,  the trancelike state, mantras, wave of warmth, presence of another being, contortions, wild emotionalism, grunting, rolling back of eyes, rising in air sensation, shutting down of will to let the ‘spirit’ take over. 

In more recent centuries, the Jansenists, Quakers, Shakers, and Mormons practiced tongues and healing.  Still, there were no notifiably Christian groups practicing tongues, healings, or other Charismatica, until around 1900.  At this time a few so-called Christians and their churches began speaking in “tongues”.  This gained much popularity in 1906 at the “Azusu St. meetings” in California under the leadership of noted tongue speaking leaders Parham and Seymor.  This soon metamorphisized and larger groups began practicing the phenomenom. The Assemblies of God and later the United Pentecostals soon became the leaders.  Since then, the 4 square, Holiness, “Non-denominationals”, Church of God, Calvary Chapel, The Vineyard, Woman’s Aglow, 700 club, Full Gospel Businessmen’s Assoc., and much of today’s Contemporary Christian Music grew out of this beginning.  Today, there are 150 million professed Charismatics in the world.

Thus, since the penning of the Book of Revelation in around 90 AD,  it appears that the “sign gifts” had faded away from so-called Christian churches until around 1900.  Were churches just out of touch with the Holy Spirit all those years?  Did God just decide to take these gifts away and then give them back again when He felt like it?  Or, did the sign gifts truly fade away with the completion of the revelation of the Word of God to mankind (that which is “perfect”, 1Co 13:8-13)?  

OVERVIEW OF ODDITIES

To clarify here, The term "Pentecostal" dates to the early part of the 20th century and refers to a desire on the part of some to recapture the miracles of Pentecost and the book of Acts.  The term “Charismatic” comes from the Greek word “charisma” which means ‘gift’, and it began to be used as a label for those groups (Pentecostal or not) that were experiencing the so-called sign gifts manifestations.  Pentecostal groups used to be very concerned with holiness and purity, but, as a result of the growing Charismatic popularity in less “holy” groups, Pentecostals have succombed to this inbreeding and today are typically not very “holy” anymore.  The groups have different brands and names, but if Charismatic, they all look and act pretty much the same.

Their main tenants and practices involving the operation today of the ‘sign gifts’ by the Holy Spirit do have some biblical basis, but are very odd otherwise.  There were indeed tongue speaking in the beginning church but not like we see it today.  There was healing also, but again, not like we see them practice it today.  There is a total misunderstanding of scripture and then a mixture with this of pride, emotionalism, and paganism.  This makes it all very odd indeed.  The ‘counterfeiting’ by the Devil didn’t produce an ‘direct replica’ that’s for sure!  This is only the tip of the iceburg in regards to their error-filled assumptions and beliefs.

Charismatic major beliefs and major blunders

1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is subsequent to salvation and is a second blessing of God to the earnest seeker

2. The gift of tongues is operative today and is a gift which should be desired and sought by every believer

3. The gift of healing is promised in the atonement

4. Salvation can be lost if sins occur (anywhere from “any sin” to only “gross sins” like murder)

5. There will be a worldwide revival of spiritual blessing that will precede Christ's return, which they believe is now

6. The gift of prophecy is for today (with the offices of prophet and apostle being restored) and revelation did not 

cease with the closing of the Bible canon.  Furthermore, it accepts tongues, interpretation of tongues, visions, 

dreams, prophecies, etc., as being messages from God to His children

7. Women are not restricted from the preaching ministry

8.  Pushes for removal of “walls of doctrine” that separate and schism the ‘body of Christ’.  Those against the practice 

of these ‘sign gifts’ are believed to be at the root of the problem (fundamentalists)

9.  Being slain in the spirit - called "coming under the power," or “receiving the annointing”, and is a dangerous practice in which certain leaders "lay hands" on people causing them to "swoon, faint slump down, experience the power" etc., thereafter remaining unconscious or semi-conscious for several seconds or longer. The Charismatics attempt to use John 18:6 to justify this practice.

10. Miracles – they practice, or attempt to practice, the occurences of miracles in peoples lives that they say help validate the working and leading of the Holy Spirit.  This is dangerous since the Scriptures plainly teach that the last days will be days of great deceitfulness (2 Timothy 3:13). God warns that the coming of the Anti-Christ will usher in a time of "all power and signs and Iying wonders" (2 Thessalonians 2:9-11).

11. Binding Satan -Charismatic leaders whip their audiences into a veritable frenzy as they speak of binding Satan, casting him out of individuals and into the pit, etc. They talk of "stomping on Satan" and "chasing him out of this world."  They believe that they themselves have the authority over Satan.

ONENESS
The key to the movement is unity via experience (they call it through the Spirit), and not the Word of God.  This intra-faith bond via the “sign gifts” is drawing Mormons, Catholics, Baptists, and Pentecostals together in crusades, conferences, seminaries, and even in their own churches.  It may very well be the main tool Satan will use to create a true “one-world religious system”.

As we have noted, at the turn of this century there were no Pentecostals in the world. Even 50 years ago Pentecostalism was a very minor part of Christendom, but things are different now. 

The ten largest churches in the world are Charismatic. The only church which claims over 500,000 members is Charismatic--the Yoido Full Gospel Church pastored by Paul Yonggi Cho in Seoul, South Korea. The Charismatic movement is probably the fastest growing movement which names the name of Christ. The Charismatic movement dominates the Christian media in the West, permeates such influential organizations as the Christian Booksellers of America and the Christian Broadcasting Association, and controls much of the Christian television and radio transmission. Some of the largest mission groups are Charismatic. Youth With A Mission, with its 21,000 workers (counting short-termers), is an example. The Charismatic movement influences society at every strata, from businessmen to the poorest of the poor. Statistician David Howard claims that 372 million Christians--one in every five--identifies with the Pentecostal-Charismatic movement (Press Release, Indianapolis '90, Aug. 16, 1990). He claims that Charismatics are growing by 54,000 per day.
 The two big explosive movements over the past year are Promise Keepers and "Holy Laughter." Both are strongly ecumenical and have roots in charismatic "signs and wonders". Charismatics are making inroads in the Southern Baptist Convention. With charismatics, experience is emphasized and doctrine is downplayed.  Don Argue, April 3, became NAE's [second] Pentecostal chief executive. Pentecostal author Vinson Synan states that 80% of all evangelicals are Pentecostal-charismatic.

In the Pentecostal-Charismatic movement religious experience is the primary basis of its unity, while doctrinal beliefs are downplayed. The Charismatic movement refuses to practice biblical separation from apostasy. The Charismatic movement is anticipating, and even claims to be witnessing, a worldwide revival. The book The Three Sisters traces the growing ecumenical unity of three branches of Christendom--Evangelical Protestantism (Evangeline), Pentecostalism (Charisma), and Roman Catholicism (Roma).  There is an enormous resource for power and control in these 3 branches!  Oh what danger ‘oneness’ brings!
THE PROOF TEXT OF CHARASMATIC CONFUSION
1 Cor 13:8-13

8 Charity never faileth (a): but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail (b); whether there be tongues, they shall cease (c); whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away (d).

(a) Refer to vs 1,2.  Charity is not “love” (emotional). Charity is the action of love, it is a certain type of love, it is the God in love. Charity is a spiritual gift that will always be with the church.  Other things obviously will be failing. These are the 3 for sure that would fail or cease. Healing not mentioned here, but doesn’t discount that it is indeed a “sign gift”.  

(b) Prophecies will stop,vice not fail to come true.  Why would there need to be “foretellings” when the Bible is completed and “all” foretellings are forthtold?!   

(c) The word “whether” here seems to indicate that tongues were not widespread involving every Christian, but that it was interspersed among them, with only some having the gift.  

(d) “Knowledge” would be the same as the “word of knowledge” in 1Co 12:8. People wouldn’t lose all their “knowledge” at this time, just that special gift was no longer to be given out by the Holy Spirit at the time of salvation for believers.  

These 3 gifts lasted the life of the Christian.  These 3 are “revelatory” in nature: prophesying, special knowledge from God, and speaking in known languages the truth of God.  Thus, we can conclude from these, that sign gifts basically deal with revelation of the word of God. Key point to this verse, is very clearly that these sign gifts “will” definitely go away. See 14:22. To give way for the "more excellent way," 1Co 12:31, which alone shall never fail. 

9 For we know in part (a), and we prophesy in part (b).

(a) The New Testament was basically only through the Gospels and Acts at this time, and how well the copies of the letters were distributed to the churches is not known.  They definitely did not have God’s “completed” revelation to mankind.  God used these special “revelatory” gifts to aid the beginning churches in remaining in truth.  Thus, their “knowledge” of the “revelation” of God was “in part”…vice completed or in full.  They did not know what exactly would be penned in Revelation (other than that which was in the O.T.).  Furthermore, this “in part” “knowledge” probably is really referring to the special gift of knowledge that would later be done away with (vs 10).  So, this special knowledge was not complete either (of course);  it was fragmatic, bits and pieces of the truth, to help keep the churches on track. 

(b) Likewise with “prophesying”;  that sign gift would be displayed by fragmatic  foretelling of the truth as far as God would allow them to know…they nowhere spoke all that was in Revelation…it was bits and pieces.  If they did speak it all then why have John have the vision and pen the words of Revelation?!  It was a “partial” revealing of God’s truth.  The unbelieving Jews required a sign…this would suffice just fine for that.  It was also very helpful to the churches.

10 But when that which is perfect is come (a), then that which is in part shall be done away (b).

(a) There is a declarative “but” here for a reason:  it is contrasting what has just been said…revelatory partial gifts, with the “that which is perfect” that is to come.  Something “perfect” was indeed to come; now what is this perfect that is being talked about.  The word ‘perfect’ means basically “up to the mark”, “no parts left out”, “complete”, “finished”; it does not refer to sinlessness. A quick perview of the New Testament will prove that.  Most so called theologians state that this perfect is the 2nd coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  That sounds real good, but it just doesn’t fit.  The word ‘perfect’ here is directly referring to the Bible.  Firstly, the context of this chapter is speaking soley of the “revelation of God” to man, i.e. the Bible.  Secondly, the word ‘perfect’ is in the neuter gender and cannot be renderred referring to the 2nd coming…and furthermore, ‘that’ is in the “impersonal” sense; but it does agree with the neuter thing “the Bible”, the ‘that’.  Thirdly, the Bible speaks of the Law of the Lord being ‘perfect’ (Ps 19:7);  not the 2nd coming of Jesus Christ (though there is nothing wrong in this event per se).  Also see Jas 1:25; Eph 4:11-16; 2Ti 1:1-4:22; 3:16,17; 1Pe 3:15; Re 22:16-19.  This ‘perfect’ indeed has come with the completion of the New Testament canon of Scripture (specifically, the completion of the Book of Revelation in about 90 ad).  

(b)  Since about 90 AD, there is no ‘need’ of these revelatory sign gifts, and so they have been “done away” with.  Meaning, they were not given out by the Holy Spirit to certain ones at salvation anymore.  These gifts were ‘in part’ (see vs 8,9).  When you have something that is perfect, why would you need partial, fragmatted, bits and pieces type of revelation still?!   Also, read Eph 4:12,13; Joh 16:13,14; Re 22:16-19; Ps 119:160.

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

There is an obvious jump here, but not to a different subject.  It is still dealing with sign gifts and the completed revelation of God.  Let’s go to the end to help explain the beginning (of this verse). “Childish” is that pertaining to a child; it’s fairly obvious that it is a ‘put down’ to these adult Christians in Corinth.  They were physically mature but spiritually still childish.  What “things” are being referred to here?  The context tells you.  The only one that fits are those things that are “in part”, i.e. the sign gifts.  The whole theme of this letter is to correct a rather immature church.

Paul is contrasting the immature versus the mature spiritual person.  This baby Christian church was being exhorted to grow up and, here, simply to “put away” these “childish things”, i.e. the sign gifts.  All churches start out as babes and then slowly mature.  This one must have been slow growing.  And, the revelation, or speaking (“as a child”), was being done in broken childlike pieces of information; whereas the complete perfect Bible we have has fully matured information with absolutely no errors and thus no need for improvement!    Furthermore, the immediate context of this is to that Paul wanted the Corinthian church not to focus so much on these rather immature things, which were going to pass away soon (or already had).  They were used to help authenticate the churches and once they began to mature would thus not need these rather external frivalties.  A key teaching here is the relative childishness of the sign gifts.  Those practicing them today and placing them in the forefront are just showing their immaturity (and probable unregenerate state).

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face (a): now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known (b).

(a) Again, Paul is using the art of comparisons.  Here comparing ‘in part’ and ‘perfect’, ‘childish’ and ‘mature’, and now ‘seeing through a glass, darkly’ and ‘face to face’.  Now refers to before perfect is come. Then refers when perfect is come. Look at context! Still dealing with revelation of God’s truth to man:  then they saw only “darkly”. Just think not having the book of Revelation.  So much would be clouded.  How about church polity?  Very dark too.  The “then” is when that which is “perfect” is come, the completed Word of God (90 AD).  The whole of Scriptures lets us see ourselves as we really are. We have all we really need to know (there’s more, but we don’t ‘need’ to know it now).  The Bible is the ‘mind of God revealed to man’.  Sign gifts don’t tell us everything we need to know.  The Bible is far superior to the sign gifts.  Peter said “we have a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed” (2Pe 1:19). He was comparing the Bible superiority over the actual seeing the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Also, the Psalmist said “I will exalt thy word above all thy name”.  The Bible is superior to the very name of God!  Most theologians wrongly assume that this ‘face to face’ is the meeting with our Saviour in Heaven (it just doesn’t fit the context are the narrative).  See also Ps 119:160; 2Ti 1:1-4:22; 2:15; 3:16,17; 4:1-3; Re 20:12. 

(b) Paul’s knowledge was even “in part” here.  Though, he would be the main one to be writing the rest of this perfect revelation (how ironic).  The “know in part” is directly linked to the first phrase “see through a glass, darkly”.  It also refers back to the “in part” mentioned earlier.  The revelatory knowledge that Paul (and everyone else) had was partial, incomplete, lacking.  Not everything was crystal clear…it was somewhat murky, dark.  “But then”…when the completed Word of God was penned (and circulated to the churches).  The “knowing” here is, of course, keeping in line with the whole narrative of the knowledge of the revelation of God to man.   We now have what we need to know from God.  And, God knows us perfectly, and portrays this knowledge of us in the completed Word of God.  We can find out about ourselves fully here.  We are sinners.  We are hopeless…except for the one hope given us…Jesus Christ the Righteous!  James 1:23-25 explains, and confirms, it further that we are speaking of the Word of God.  2 Ti 3:16,17 shows again the perfecting completeness of the Word of God for our lives.  

The time was at hand for the Corinthians to put away the special revelatory gifts they so enjoyed and to submit to the final, written authority of the Scriptures, which even then were being circulated among the churches (1Th   5:27, Col 4:16).
  

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

This word “now” is the Greek word “nuni” which is in the future, progressive tense; thus meaning now and henceforth forevermore, irrevocably.  These three spiritual gifts were ‘abiding’ right then when Paul was penning this; I assume that the main point here is showing these as much more important, especially charity (vs 1-8).  These three will never fail, cease, vanish, or be done away with.  Very few ‘theologians’ put these 3 in the list of the spiritual gifts that Christians may have. 

It may be that these 3 are the only ones remaining out of the list of gifts given in this letter to the church at Corinth (i.e. chapters 12 and 13).  But, more probably, it is in reference to those gifts that were being abused and would soon pass away, i.e. the sign gifts.  There are other spiritual gifts also that continued to ‘abide’, but were notably less important than these three: Prophecy (preaching), Helps, Ruling, Ministering, Teaching, Exhorting, Giving, Mercy, Administration, Discernment.

THE JEWS REQUIRE A SIGN
THE JEWS REQUIRED A SIGN IN ORDER TO BELIEVE

1 Cor 1:22 For the Jews require a sign , and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

1 Cor 14:22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign , not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.

John 4:48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.

Matt 12:39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:   (also, Mt 16:4)

Luke 11:29 And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet.

Matt 12:38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.

John 2:18-19 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

John 6:29-30 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work?

The Jews since the time of Abraham required signs in order to believe (the sign of circumcision, Moses was confirmed by signs, Ezekiel and Jeremiah’s signs to them of coming judgement, etc..  They are just that way.  Stubborn, set in their ways. It is their family heritage/tradition.  The Gentiles don’t really need a sign to believe.   The sign gifts were given in order to help the unbelieving Jews believe the Gospel.   This was all new to them, especially Jesus Christ and the church.  

FOR GETTING THE GOSPEL ACCREDITED

Heb 2:3,4  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?

Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

Signs were not given for the personal enjoyment of Christians but for winning the lost.  The lost man would see the mighty power of God and hopefully then believe

AUTHENTICATED JESUS CHRIST BEING FROM GOD

Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

John 5:36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.
John 10:24-25 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.
John 10:37-38  If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.
John 14:11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.

John 20:30-31  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.

The signs and wonders (works) of Jesus Christ bear witness that the Father hath indeed sent Him.  These signs authenticated and credentialed Jesus Christ as being sent from the Almighty.  They could not explain it any other way than that these were of God.

THE APOSTLES PERFORMED SIGNS AND WONDERS ALSO

2Co 12:12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.

Acts 2:43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.

Acts 5:12 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.

Rom 15:18-19 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.

Acts 14:2-3 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren. Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.
Jn 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

The apostles definitely did might signs and wonders before the Jewish people.  That first church, just after it grew by thousands, had to be kept in respect and fear, and this was chiefly done by these apostolic signs.  The group He was talking to in Jn 14:12 was the 12 apostles.  Many teach that all Christians have these signs and wonders power;  this would be the only verse supporting that, but I believe it does not.

IS THERE SUPPOSE TO BE A REVIVAL OF THE SIGN GIFTS?

Joel 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams , your young men shall see visions:

Acts 2:15-17  For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams :

The prophecy in Joel was fulfilled in Acts chapter 2 with the apostles and others receiving special gifts from God to authenticate the new work being done by God…i.e. the Gospel going forth and churches established.  The Charismatics use Joel 2:28 to say that at the end times this will happen.  In the verses following verse 28 it speaks of the end times; this is known as the “horizon principle” in interpretation (two events appear one after the other, but in reality they are far far apart).  The sad truth is that as we get closer and closer to the end, deception will wax worse and worse.  Look at the following verses:

Matt 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

2 Thess 2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

Rev 13:13-15 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.
Also, a simple study of 1 Co 12-14 will show that the sign gifts are that which was “in part” and they shall be “done away with” when “that which is perfect is come”…the completed revelation of the Word of God.  Additionally, these signs are spoken of in the past tense in 2Co 12:12 and Heb 2:3,4.

In conclusion, we see that “signs” (and wonders) were given mainly for the unbelieving Jews to believe.  The Jews since the time of Abraham required signs in order to believe and obey God.  In the New Testament, signs were used to cause the Jews to accept the new teaching that Jesus was indeed the Christ, and that salvation is only by Him.  And the signs authenticated Jesus Christ and His apostles that they were indeed from God.  The signs we see today are not from God, as the Charismatics assume, but are just showing that we are near the end and the deception by the Devil is waxing worse and worse.  We don’t ‘need’ signs in order to believe…we just simply need God’s perfect preserved Word, the Bible!  Don’t be deceived Christian!

TONGUES SPEAKING
Tongues speaking is undeniably a Biblical teaching.  Christians spoke in tongues.  The concern is that according to 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 the sign gifts, including tongues speaking, have passed away.  The “perfect” completed revelation of God to man, the Word of God, had come and there was no more need for signs and wonders to convince the unbelieving Jews.  Since this is true, what in the world is going on today in all these tongues speaking churches?!  Is it of God?

Let’s investigate the concerns and dangers of today’s ‘tongues speaking’ movement.

The Charasmatics are involved with a multitude of heretical teachings and practices in regards to the doctrine of “tongues speaking”. Here are just a few of their heresies:

A.  Tongues speaking is a private prayer language for believers. 

Tongues in the Bible were known foreign languages (Acts 2:4-11) that were understandable by that specific group of ethnicity around them; not unintelligable gibberish (they call a ‘private prayer language’).   They spoke in these foreign languages to reveal the truth of the Bible to these folk who otherwise would probably never hear it.  This is kind of a reverse of that which happened at the tower of Babel.  All tongues speaking mentioned in the Bible deals with revealing truth to another, not a private prayer language, etc.  This latter error will be looked at later.  Thus, in reality, one cannot make a valid comparison between Bible tongues and what the Charismatics of our day call “tongues”, for they are 2 completely different things.  

B.  Tongues is a sign for Christians that they are indeed saved and Spirit-filled.    

Tongues were not a sign to Christians but to the lost Jews that the words of Jesus Christ and His disciples were true (Mk 16:20, 1Co 14:21,22).  Tongues were a sign gift given to the apostles and their immediate converts to validate to unbelievers (particularly unbelieving Jews) the office, ministry, and message of the apostles (Mark 16:15-20; I Cor. 1:22; 14:22; II Cor. 12:12). 

C.  Tongues are used to edify one’s spirit, typically during prayer and praise. 

Tongues were used to communicate mainly the gospel to the lost (Acts 2:8+).  The ‘edifying’ spoken of in 1Co 14 is referring to the probability that the tongues speaker understood what they were actually saying.  The main point in these passages is edifying of others around them, not the tongues speaker themselves. The Charasmatics have the whole point of tongues speaking messed up.  They practice it to minister to self and to basically have some incredible experience with ‘God’.  How selfish!
D.  Today tongues speaking is seemingly the main promotion of Charasmatics.   

Tongues were not an everyday occurance in Bible days.  Also, they were not really promoted in the Bible.  The book of Acts covers a period of approximately 30 years. In this 30 year period, we are told of only 3 episodes of tongues-speaking (Acts 2; 10; 19). Of the 27 books of the New Testament, tongues are only mentioned in 3 of the books (Mark, Acts, I Cor.). Of the 21 N.T. epistles, tongues are only mentioned in one (I Cor.), and in that one, tongues are not exalted, but rather downplayed. 

E. Tongues is the key sign gift that is to be sought after by Christians

Tongues was considered to be a lesser gift (I Cor. 12:28-31; 14:5).  In the list of gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 it, with the sister gift of interpretation of tongues, is last in order. This is also true in the second listing in this same chapter, 1 Corinthians 12:28, where it again is last in the list. Besides, in the other two major lists of the gifts in the Epistles—Ephesians 4:11 and Romans 12:6-8--the gift of tongues is not even  mentioned. This should tell us something about the relative importance of this gift.  Also, look at 1Co 14:5,6.  Charity is the main gift promoted in 1 Co 13, not tongues!  Here it states that even if one spoke in “every” tongue known, it they were preaching without charity, then it is worthless.  Without charity then all your special gifts are just drawing attention to self. Your speech is empty without charity. 

F.  Tongues are for every Christian.  

Tongues were never meant for every Christian (I Cor. 12:7-11,14-19,29-30). Not all believers could expect to have this gift (1 Corinthians 12:4-11,28-31). Charasmatics teach that it is “the” sign of baptism with the Holy Ghost, and thus salvation.  But throughout the epistles we see folks getting saved, yet no tongues speaking is mentioned. Strange! It should also be noted that most converts, even in the book of Acts, did not speak in tongues. The following believers apparently did not speak in tongues: 3000 at Pentecost (2:41); 5000 men (4:4); the eunuch (8:35-38); Saul (9:3-18); Sergius Paulus (13:7-12); at Antioch (13:43); Lydia (16:14,15); Philippian jailer (16:27-34); Berea and Thessalonica (17:4,12); Athens (17:34); Crispus (18:8); and at Ephesus (19:18).  Look at the ancient Patriarchs of the Christian faith:  did Tertullian, Luther, Spurgeon, or Moody ever speak in tongues?  I trow not.

G.  The sign of being Spirit-filled is speaking in tongues.

The sign of being “Spirit filled” is not tongues speaking!  Spirit-filled ness is not decided by speaking in tongues but by displaying the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ (Gal 5:22).  The church at Corinth was very carnal and not showing this fruit very much at all…yet they were speaking in tongues to an excess.  God placed the ‘love’ chapter (1Co 13) right between the two chapters explaining tongues (12 and 14).  He wanted them to understand the intended use for tongues.  They were missing the ‘more excellent way’ (12:31).  He really compares the two in 13:1.  Also, Jn 13:35 shows how you could tell if one was a follower of Jesus Christ; it wasn’t by tongues speaking, but by love.

THE “CHAPTER 14” TEST OF TONGUES
Let’s look at how tongues speaking was suppose to be governed in the early churches.  Here are the guidelines for it, and it would prudent to compare these with what is going on in Charasmatic circles today. We will use the “Chapter 14 Test” (1 Cor 14):

A. Prophesying (foretelling the future; judgement or blessing) is much more edifying than tongues speaking (1-3):

Hearing the clearly spoken Word of God is far superior to speaking in an unknown tongue.  Today, the far superior practice in many churches is tongues speaking over the out of date, plain old preaching.  They don’t want to hear the Word of God but would rather have some ‘mystical’ experience and some emotional trip!

B.  It is better to speak 5 words that can be understood versus ten thousand words in unknown tongues (19):

If all that was done in a church’s services was tongue speaking and the like, then over the years the people would be very accustomed to this bizarre experience but would not have gained any spiritual understanding whatsoever.  Simply saying 5 words from our blessed  KJV Bible is far better than hours of tongues speaking.  The preaching of the Word of God is fast becoming second (or even third place) to the so called ‘manifestations’ of the (s)pirit.

C.  Tongues were a sign for the unbelieving Jew and not for the personal benefit of the believer (22):

There are many other passages supporting this truth.  The Jews actually ‘required’ a sign in order to believe.  It was part of their cultural norms.  God ‘had’ to give these signs in order for these ‘stubborn’ Jews to believe.  Remember, it is all about the Jews.  Jews were always present when tongues were spoken in the Bible.  They are only mentioned on 3 occasions in the whole Bible, and each time it was to the Jews  (Acts 2, Acts 10, see verse 45, and acts 19, see 18:28).   Today they use tongues just the opposite; as a sign that a Gentile is a believer (saved).  

D. If folks that don’t understand the concept of tongues speaking    hear it, then they will think everyone is crazy (23):

Most that are unaccustomed to church services, will find most of what goes on somewhat strange; but if tongues and the like are going on, they will most undoubtedly think it the most peculiar.  They will walk away thinking all Christians are ‘mad’.  Just walk into a tongues speaking service and see if you don’t think that these people are justifiably crazy.  Actually, they really are (just the opposite of what vs 23 is saying).

E. No more than 3 people were to speak in tongues in a church’s service; and then only 1 at a time (27):

The limit to 3 helps keep some control on what would most likely turn into a ‘free for all’.  Furthermore, they were to speak ‘in turn’, so as to keep it very orderly.  I assume there was a moderator (pastor) who would give the ‘ok’ for another to speak.  Today, there is no such limit or guideline, and it is indeed a free for all.  When tongues speaking ‘breaks out’ in a service, it is literal pandamonium.  All you hear is the drone of sometimes hundreds of people speaking ‘gibberish’, and often rolling on the floor or just jumping around.  How does this help edify the body?
F. The tongue speaker was to remain silent if there wasn’t an interpretor present (28):

This is teaching the churches that the goal of tongues was to help the body as a whole.  If there was no one who could decipher what was being said then this would simply be gibberish, and basically a waste of time.  Apparently, the fact of there being an interpretor was already known before someone would consider beginning to speak in a tongue.   I would consider the gift of ‘interpretation’ to be just as important as that of speaking in a tongue.  How many today are spoiling that they have the gift of interpretation?  None.  In tongue speaking services, I do not see a whole host of ‘interpretors’ running about the crowd trying to interpret their utternances individually.  It just doesn’t happen.

G. Women were not to speak in tongues (34,35):

Women were to show submission to their husbands by not speaking up in a church service.  The direct context here is speaking in tongues.  I assume this applies to the proclaiming the ‘Thus saith the Lord’ type of information in a service (preaching, exhortation, rebuking, etc).  Today, the majority of tongues speakers are indeed women.  And they certainly do speak up in the services.  Often times they are the ones leading the tongues service.  Go figure!
H. Tongues without interpretation causes confusion and is actually hurtful (16,33):

If there is confusion in a church service, then the truth that the Holy Spirit is trying to get across is hindered and this is indeed very hurtful to a church.  Most tongues services today are filled with nothing but confusion.  People falling all over the place, jumping, shreaking out, writhing, barking, mumbling, contorting, waving arms; totally unawares of what is going on around them.  Anyone standing in the back observing all of this would have to say simply this: “utter confusion!”  These people are confused indeed.  They are sadly confused about the truth of the Bible both here in chapter 14, and also chapter 13.
I. When tongues speaking was going on it was to be done “decently and in order” (40):

The last statement on this matter, and probably the most important guideline that Paul was trying to get across to this immature church, was that the service needed to proceed both ‘decently’ and ‘in order’.  Decently, meaning it should be holy, proper, calm, controlled, pure, etc..  In order, meaning it should proceed in an orderly fashion, with the emphasis on there not being any confusion but that everyone is able to understand what is being said.  Of course, today, this is simply not the way it is.  It is not very decent looking at all; in fact, it is quite vulgar and perverted appearing.  Also, it is not in order; it is totally out of order;  there is no order to it at all!  

These Charasmatics are not just wrong on the believing that these gifts are for today, but they are wrong on how they were to be practiced.  They are doubly wrong.  Which is doubly dangerous.

OTHER THOUGHTS ABOUT TONGUES:
 Most instruction given by charismatic teachers runs along these lines: people are taught that they must stop thinking and praying in their own language. Sometimes they are advised to visualise the Saviour to help them to keep out of normal word-thinking. Then they must lift up their voice in the confidence that God will take the sounds and form them into a divine tongue. If it helps (or so it is commonly taught) then they may repeat certain elementary sounds to themselves. As they begin to utter simple repetitive sounds, a mysterious, ecstatic utterance will emerge.
The one speaking had understanding of what he spoke in the unlearned, foreign language (it was never unintelligent gibberish) and unless he or an interpreter would make the message or prayer known to the rest of the church, his understanding would be "unfruitful" (unprofitable) with respect to the edification of the rest of the church (1 Corinthians 14:4-6, 12-17 cf. 12:7).  How else could speaking in the unknown tongue be ‘edifying’ to the person?  It edified him on the same lines as it was suppose to edify the church body...by understanding it! 

Since obviously tongues speaking can be imitated, and is, by heathen, Spiritists, etc., it is a questionable evidence. Deception and counterfeit can enter in. This thought alone should make us to seriously question such teaching.

I also remember the excitement expressed by some Tongues people who had visited the Mormon Temple at Salt Lake City, Utah [USA]. They told me that they had discovered that Mormons, too, speak with tongues, and they had come away with the impression that there must be a close relationship between them, some kind of spiritual kinship.

I Corinthians 14:22 tells us that tongues are for a sign to the non-believers (Jews) and that prophesy is not for them that believes not, but is for them that believes. I Corinthians 14:21 says, "It is written (comes from old-testament prophecy - Isaiah 28:11,12), with men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord." In Luke 21:20 - 24 we see God's warning of judgment. When Titus the Roman sacked the city of Jerusalem and dispersed the Jews over the world in 70 A.D., the reason for tongues disappeared and the gift ceased in and of itself. Since then there have been no Biblical tongues spoken! The reason for the "sign gift" is no longer here and God does not give His gifts as toys when their purpose has ceased to be. I might add, Paul had gone home before Jerusalem was judged which was why he did not forbid tongues. They were still a valid "sign gift" at that time.   

HEALING

HEALING IN THE ATONEMENT

The Charismatic movement generally teaches that ‘healing’ is promised in the Atonement. They are referring to the blood atonement accomplished by Jesus Christ on the cross.  They base this on a faulty interpretation of Is. 53:5, "with his stripes we are healed." This is referring to a ‘spiritual’ healing not a physical.   In 1 Pe 2:24, it is even made more clear that this is a spiritual healing.

Every Christian lives in a fleshly body that is still under the curse of death (Ro 8:10).  We will not be released from this sin-infested body until death or the rapture.  True healing occurs when we put on immortality and get rid of these vile, corrupt bodies (Php 3:20,21).

If it were promised in the atonement, then all we would have to do is by faith receive it, and we would have it…just like salvation!

The Charismatics teach that healing is available for every Christian if they simply have the faith that God can and will heal.  This gift may have passed away but now is restored they say.  Certain more spiritual Christians will manifest the gift of healing and are the tools God uses to heal today, as He did in the beginning of the church.  Since Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever, they feel His healing is for ‘today’ also. He is the same, but how God deals with mankind does not remain the same!   Wherever 2 or 3 are gathered in His name, there just needs to be an agreement on the healing, and it will indeed happen.  This, of course, is simply in error.

HEALING FOR TODAY?

There are many Television famous Charismatic leaders who continue to promote that healing is indeed in the atonement.  Kenneth Copeland stated: "Sickness is of the devil ... God has never used sickness to discipline His children ... I don't care how old we are, it's His will to take us home healed, well, whole, and delivered".  Kenneth Hagin said: "Like salvation, healing is a gift, already paid for at Calvary. All we need to do is accept it. All we need to do is possess the promise that is ours. As children of God, we need to realize that healing belongs to us".  Francis Hunter declares:  "The Bible does not leave any doubt. It does not say some of you, or just a few of you who believe; it simply says that all those who believe are going to be able to lay hands on the sick, and the sick are going to recover".

In the Healing Ministries Movement, the local church is totally by-passed, and individuals seek out an external religious figure who, they are convinced,  if they can just encounter at the right time and place, will be the "connection point" between their desire and hope for healing--and the power of God to bring that healing to pass. The setting for this transaction is often called a  "Healing Crusade," or a "Healing Revival." This is a public meeting, sometimes with those in attendance numbering into the thousands or tens of thousands, led by a religious figure believed by most in attendance to have a special "gift of healing" or "anointing" from God. Sometimes the element of healing is used as only one portion of a program particularly designed to "preach the Gospel" to the "unsaved." But it is perhaps more typical for the claims of healing to be the almost exclusive focus of the meetings, with very little Biblical teaching or preaching available. 

The "healing evangelist," as he or she is often styled, may line people seeking healing up at the front of the meeting facility, and then go down the row touching each one and declaring that they are now healed. (Some may fall over backward as he touches them, in an evident "swoon" which is referred to as being "slain in the spirit".) This style of meeting has been typical for a hundred years or more. 

There are numerous incredible quotes to list on various Charismatic leader’s statements on healing; here is but one:

Benny Hinn states: “As I've said, my ministry took quantum leaps forward in 1990 when the Lord told me to begin monthly miracle crusades around the country, in addition to the regular pastoral ministry at the Orlando Christian Center. There have been many extraordinary events. One that seems to happen in every crusade, usually in the teaching meetings on the morning of the second day is the directive from the Lord to have the people get quiet, with eyes closed and hands raised. The Lord will tell me, "Say 'now' and I will touch them." That's all He tells me to do: "Say ' now."' It's amazing! I do it, and right away there will be gasps and even screams as the power falls. I open my eyes and invariably two-thirds of the ten thousand or more present collapse onto the floor. Healings of all kinds occur and God makes Himself powerfully known.”  Benny Hinn is somewhat conservative in this arena compared with some other popular “healers”.

The following are statements from various Charismatic groups’ statements of faith:

[Calvary Chapel] “We believe that the full gospel includes holiness of heart and life, healing for the body, and baptism in the Holy Spirit with the initial evidence of speaking in tongues as the Spirit gives utterance.”
[Vineyard] “We practice the laying on of hands for the empowering of the Spirit, for healing, and for recognition and empowering of those whom God has ordained to lead and serve the Church. “

[Pentecostal, Holiness] “We believe in divine healing as in the atonement”.

[Four Square] “We believe that the Holy Spirit has the following 1gifts to bestow upon the believing church of the Lord Jesus Christ: wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, interpretation; that according to the degree of grace and faith possessed by the recipient, these gifts are divided to every man severally, as He, the Holy Spirit, wills; that they are to be most earnestly desired and coveted…”

BIBLE PASSAGES

The Bible does indeed have many accounts of miraculous healings taking place.  Are these the types of healings that are going on today?  They should be if they are the same thing. A review of 1 Cor. 12:8-11, Mk 16:17,18; 2Co 12:12; Mk 3:14,15; Acts 5:12,15; 19:12, etc, teaches us that there were Christians healing people during that time period.  As 1Co 13:8-13 teaches, the sign gifts, including healing, passed away when that which was perfect came; i.e. the comleted Word of God.  There are no mention of “healings” in the early churches beyond the time of the writing to the Corinthians.  It is not until this past century that this teaching has surfaced.  Before it surfaced from the glories of Heaven, but now, sad to say, it has surfaced from the pits of Hell.  What is going on now is nothing like what went on then:  immediate, complete healings, even the raising of the dead!

Furthermore, the word ‘sign’ is used 61 times in the Gospels and Acts and only 16 times in the rest of the NT.  ‘Healing’ and ‘heal’ are used a total of 70 times up to Acts in the NT, and ony 4* times in the remainder. 

FAITH HEALING

The Charismatics teach that you just need to have “faith” and you will be healed.  When Jesus Christ healed, he healed everybody regardless of them having faith or not.  Many had faith, but some did not  (Lk 17:12 shows only 1 of 10 lepers were thankful that they were healed; in another place a dumb boy was healed and he didn’t even know who Jesus was, etc).  He healed everybody that He touched.  They were ‘all’ healed.  Faith is not the key ingredient in this type of healing.  It was a special wonder granted by the Father and could be used at will upon the lost (nowhere does it show it being used on the already saved!).

Some might be saying, "You just don't believe in the miracle-working power of God”, or “you just don’t have faith in God”.  I reply: “My God can indeed do anything; but my God also does that which pleases Him, and He operates within the framework of His spoken Word. He isn't flooding the world today, nor is He parting the Red Sea today, nor is He dying on a cross today. And He is not giving a renewed Pentecostal sign gift manifestation of the Holy Spirit today either. Jesus Christ is the same today as He was yesterday; He just operates with mankind differently now than then.  Simply compare Adam with Moses, with Paul, with us, with Tribulational witnesses, with Millenial saints, with those in the Bride. Lots of differences!

The Bible speaks of 2 kinds of ‘faith’: overcoming and enduring (Hb 11:32-37).  Sometimes we have to have enduring faith which helps us get through the trials of life…like prolonged poor health.  The dear Christians who are suffering from illnesses aren’t necessarily weak in faith…many times just the opposite is true!  Adversity builds character.

According to Jm 5:14-16, the ones whose faith mattered in the healing process was that of the ‘elders’ not the sick!!

There are multitudes, however, that are told that they could not be healed because they themselves lacked faith. “The highway of the healing movement is strewn with the wreckage of discouragement.”  How sad.

THE GREATEST CHARISMATIC COULDN’T HEAL EVERYBODY

Paul was undoubtedly the most prolifec possessor and user of the ‘sign’ gifts.  He himself possessed more of these gifts than probably anyone else.  He did greater miracles than even Jesus Christ did while on Earth.  Yet, there were many who Paul could not heal.

In 1Ti 5:23, Paul tells Timothy to take a little grape juice for his stomach’s chronic illness.  Why didn’t he say I will stop by and heal you.  Didn’t Timothy have enough faith??!

In 2Ti 4:20, Paul states that he left Trophimus behind, sick.  I’m sure Paul surely wanted to take his partner in the ministry with him.  Paul surely had the power to heal.  Trophimus surely was a man of faith.  Why wasn’t he healed?!

In Php 2:25+, Epaphraditus was sick nigh unto death.  Paul was very sorrowed over this.  It took a while for him to recover.  Again, did Paul lack power or did this great saint of God lack faith?  I trow not.

In 2Co 12:7-10, Paul besought the Lord thrice to remove this thorn in the flesh, and God would not.  Do you actually think Paul lacked faith are lacked power?!

Also, Luke, the beloved Physician, toured around with Paul much.  Why would a Physician be needed around the ultimate faith healer?

Paul had the gift of healing, but it was to be used for a sign to the unbelieving Jews.  Many of his good close Christian friends had serious ailments, including himself, but could not be healed by Paul.  There were limitations to the gift.  Some feel that the gifts actually passed away from the person who actually possessed them (this could fit here, but logically gifts are not taken away).

MANY OF TODAY’S CHARISMATIC LEADERS CAN’T EVEN HEAL THEMSELVES

Coe and Kuhlman both died of cancer; Bakker and Roberts wore glasses;  Tammy Bakker has depression, etc.  

Charles and Frances Hunter teach that healing and wholeness are a guaranteed part of the Christian life. Yet consider that they both wear glasses. That is not perfect health. Both of them are balding. (She wears a wig).  That is not wholeness. While conducting a healing crusade in the Philippines, Frances Hunter ended up in the doctor's office after contracting conjunctivitis, or "pink eye." She testified, "I could not get rid of it in spite of all the healing teams over there." So she went to a medical clinic for help.

The latest newsletter from the "Happy Hunters" (Charles and Frances Hunter) contained an article entitled "Helpful Hints in Healing." Consider: "Spinal Stenosis: A narrowing of the spinal column around the spinal cord. ... Recommended Prayer: Command the spirit of arthritis to come out in the name of Jesus, command the spurs to dissolve with no problem to the spinal cord and command the spinal cord to open up in the name of Jesus. Then command the spirit of pain to leave in Jesus' name. "Schizophrenia: A doctor had done research on Schizophrenia and discovered an inadequate blood supply to the thalamus gland, in the brain, when the patient is asked to think. Recommended Prayer: Command an adequate supply of blood to the thalamus gland so the patient will be able to think. Command the spirit to come out in the name of Jesus."

William Branham, the father of faith healing,  would go into the hospitals, etc, and hold people’s hands and if he felt a certain vibration then it would correspond to cancer, etc.  He would explain that ‘an angel’ had given him this gift and he would then tell them they were healed, but to not lose faith, and that it might take about 3 days for the cancer to completely leave the blood stream.  You see, he had a way out.  If the cancer didn’t go away then it could be blamed on the patient for not holding onto the faith.  Also, Branham was usually gone from that hospital and city in 3 days.  (Alfred Pohl, Branham’s assistant)

If these truly had what “they” had back in the apostles’ day then why aren’t they holding ‘crusades’ at our hospitals and healing “everybody”, “fully”?!   Instead they are writing books, holding healing meetings, and begging for money on television (2 Tim. 4:5; Mat. 10:8-16; 1 Tim. 6:5-10).

THE HEALING OFFERED FOR TODAY IS FOUND IN JAMES 5

James 5:14-16 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

This passage clearly teaches that the ill one needs themselves to go and ‘call for the elders’, pastors, and then they will pray over them.  The ‘annointing’ is purely symbolic and represents the power of the Holy Spirit in accordance with the will of the Father through Jesus Christ.  It is up to the “faith” of the elders not the ill.  Sins need to be confessed and repented of first, also. A Christian who hasn't confessed his sins and repented of them has no business expecting God to heal him of anything (Psa. 6:1-4; 41:4; 2 Chr. 7:14; Hos. 5:10-13; 1 Cor. 11:29-32; Jas. 5:14-16; 1 Jhn. 1:7-10).

Remember, Satan has the power to perform healing and will attempt to deceive many by it (Rev 13:1-4,12).

Today’s “faith healing” is probably very much powered by the Devil.  It is extremely dangerous.  Don’t fall for its deception!

BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST
CHARISMATIC TEACHING

After the beginnings of the charismatic movement at Azusa Street in 1908, the Pentecostal movement was born with a new doctrine called the 2nd Blessing (based on the baptism with the Holy Ghost).  It is taught that it is something to be ‘sought after’.  Though, the Scriptural statements about the baptism is that it was to ‘tarried for’, never sought after (Acts 1:4,5; Lk 24:49-51).  They will have services where those that want to have the baptism of the Holy Ghost are to come forward and be prayed over, laying hands on them, and just believe and ask for the ‘blessing’, and it will happen.  
They also believe that their ‘spiritual gifts’ (especially the sign gifts) are given during this ‘experience’ (1Co 14).  And many assert that the initial evidence of this baptism is the speaking in tongues; however, there were many who did not speak in tongues in the early churches (1Co 12:7-11,28-30).

Many believe that in this 2nd Blessing comes a continual ‘fullness of the Holy Spirit’ and one ceases from sinning…permanently.  I would agree that if one was filled continually then they would not be sinning, but the Bible commands us not to seek the baptism, or 2nd blessing, but seek to be ‘filled’ with the Holy Ghost (Eph 5:18).  Paul groaned that he would do that which evil and not do that which was good, oh wretched man I am, he said (Ro 7:24).  Paul was the ultimate Charismatic.(sic).
Some more extreme Charismatics teach that if one does not speak in tongues then they are not saved:  coming from the error that the baptism of the Holy Ghost occurs “at” salvation and then the initial evidence of this is tongue speaking. . It is the same as being baptized into Christ, i.e into His body, which is the body of all the saved, the Church.  This fits well with the “universal, mystical, invisible, body of Christ Church” theory. This is catching on more and more in Charismatic circles.  We are not “baptized” into the family of God, but “born into” it!

Here are several Charismatic/Pentecostal Statement of Faiths dealing with this heresy:
The Constitution of the Assemblies of God states, “The Baptism of believers in the Holy Ghost is witnessed by the initial physical sign of speaking with other tongues as the Spirit of God gives them utterance.
The Declaration of Faith of the Church of God states essentially the same, “We believe in speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance, and that it is the initial evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Ghost.
The Willow Creek Association states “We believe that the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is to endue the believer with power; and that His incoming is after the same manner as in Bible days.”
The Pentecostal, Holiness churches state “We believe that the pentecostal baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire is obtainable by a definite act of appropriating faith on the part of the fully cleansed believer, and the initial evidence of the reception of this experience is speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance.” 

The 4 Square Denomination states “We believe that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the incoming of the promised Comforter in mighty and glorious fullness to endue the believer with power from on high…and that this being still the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, the believer may have every reason to expect His incoming to be after the same manner as that in which He came upon Jew and Gentile alike in Bible days.”

The Church of the Nazarene states “We believe that entire sanctification is that act of God, subsequent to regeneration, by which believers are made free from original sin, or depravity, and brought into a state of entire devotement to God, and the holy obedience of love made perfect.  It is wrought by the baptism with the Holy Spirit, and comprehends in one experience the cleansing of the heart from sin and the abiding, indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, empowering the believer for life and service.  We believe that all persons, though in the possession of the experience of regeneration and entire sanctification, may fall from grace and apostatize and, unless they repent of their sins, be hopelessly and eternally lost. 

Listed below are “7 steps to the Baptism of the Holy Ghost” which is taken from a popular Charismatic website: (how, praytell, does this go with the Bible?!)

1. God gave the gift of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. This gift has been available ever since. It is up to you to receive the gift. He is not to beg God to fill him with the Holy Spirit. Unbelief begs. Faith shouts the victory. 
2. Anyone who is saved can receive the Holy Spirit. Some people believe that you have to do something to receive the gift. You can't do anything for a gift. It cease to be a gift if you have to work for it. 
3. It is Scriptural to to expect to receive the Holy Spirit when hands are laid on them. (Acts 8:18-20). 
4. Speak. The Holy Spirit will act on your vocal cords, lips, and tongue, and will put supernatural words on your lips, But you must put the sound into action and speak out!
5. Disregard all fears you got from foolish teachers who said that you might receive something counterfeit. Luke 11:11-13. God will never make a false promise to you or give you something counterfeit. 
6. Open your mouth wide---this can be an act of faith---breathe in and tell God, "I am receiving the Holy Spirit right now by faith." When Jesus said, "Come and drink", He was speaking of the Holy Spirit. When a person takes a drink of water he opens his mouth and takes a breath. You can't take a drink of water with your mouth closed. You can't receive the Holy Spirit with your mouth closed. 

**Remember: Faith is involved in every aspect of our Christian life: We are saved by faith; healed by faith; walk by faith; live by faith; receive the Holy Spirit Baptism by faith; pray in tongues by faith.

Here are 2 other errors that are taught and practiced in association with this 2nd blessing:

Being “slain in the spirit” is another bizarre teaching and practice associated with this 2nd blessing.  It involves the usual laying on of hands and the inductee feels the ‘power’ and falls backwards and is layed to the ground where they roll around and speak in tongues, etc, etc. This does not line up with any Scripture.  First of all, “slain in the spirit” is not referred to in the Bible.  Also, those who “fell down” when coming in contact with the Lord were quickly revived and standing again, there was no human agent involved with imparting this upon them, they fell down all together, not individually, they almost always fell to the ground forward, they never had anyone behind them to gently catch them as they ‘swooned’, the man of God involved with the encounter always was affected by it too, and, there was not one instance of physical healing associated with these events.

Another oddity is the practice of being “drunk in the Spirit”.  One of the current headquarters for this "revival" is the Brownsville Assembly of God in Pensacola, Florida. John Kilpatrick is the pastor. Speaking before a meeting of the Peninsula Florida District of the Assemblies of God in November 1996, Kilpatrick testified that he has been so "drunk in the spirit" that he has run his automobile into that of his youth pastor and that he has hit many garbage cans which were sitting on the curb of the road. "He said that his wife has been so drunk that she couldn't cook. He has been so deep in his drunken stupors that he has to be taken from the service in a wheel chair" (The Inkhorn, January 1997). Kilpatrick claims that he feels like 10,000 pounds when the "glory of the Lord" comes upon him. He has testified that "at night they would wheel us out and my son would drive us home. He called himself the designated driver. And my daughter-in-law would undress my wife and my son would undress me and put us to bed.

In Ephesians 5:18 Paul contrasts drunkenness with the filling of the Spirit. A drunk individual is not in control of himself but is under the power of a foreign substance. In contrast, the Spirit-filled Christian is entirely in control of himself under the direction of the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore, the Christian is commanded to not be drunk but to be “sober” (1 Thess. 5:6,8; 1 Tim. 3:2,11; Titus 1:8; 2:2,4,6; 1 Pet. 1:13; 4:7; 5:8).

SCRIPTURAL TEACHING

The Baptism with the Holy Ghost was an event that was a one time event that occurred on the Day of Pentecost in order to empower that first church with the Holy Ghost; and furthermore to authenticate that this did happen via the rushing wind, cloven tongues of fire, and the speaking in tongues (unlearned languages). This authentication was similar to that done in Ex 40:1 with the Tabernacle, in 1Ki 8:10,11 with the new Temple, and in Ez 43:4,5 with the upcoming Millenial Temple. It was given to the church, not to each individually.  They (the church) were commanded by Jesus Christ to tarry there in Jerusalem until Pentecost. It occurred when they (the church) was assembled together (it is always referred to in the plural tense, i.e. church).

This is the most elemental and pure description we have of the baptism with the Holy Ghost. Thus, if further baptisms were to occur, one might expect them to resemble this somewhat.  Today, they typically occur to individuals, not churches, there is never rushing wind, or cloven tongues of fire; however, there is usually tongue speaking, but these tongues are not of real but unlearned languages; they are said to be of a ‘secret prayer language’.

There are 6 basic passages that refer to the “baptism with the Holy Spirit”: Mt 3:11, Mk 1:8, Lk 3:16, Jn 1:33, Acts 1:5,8; and Acts 11:16.  The first 5 passages are “contemplative”, i.e. in the future yet to happen (“shall”).  But in Acts 11:16 it is “reflective”, showing that this baptism had already occurred.  It is not mentioned again (1Co 12:13 refers to water baptism).  Thus the baptism with the Holy Ghost was indeed a one time event at Pentecost.

The main misunderstanding deals with “receiving the Holy Spirit” by an individual, and “baptism with the Holy Spirit” by the church (one time).  In Acts 8:14-19 these Samaritans were saved but didn’t understand anything about the Holy Ghost or about water baptism.  Authentication that the Holy Spirit was given to them individually was evidenced by laying on of hands and tongues (this also helped the Jews to understand that all this was for the Samaritans too).  Similar events occurred in Acts 10:44-47 with the Gentile believers and Acts 19:2,5,6 with disciples of John the Baptist.   An interesting note is that in Jn 20:21,22 the eleven apostles ‘received’ the Holy Ghost and this was ‘before’ the day of Pentecost.  You see, there was an individual level of ‘receiving’ the Holy Ghost initially in order to authenticate this new teaching, and then there was the one time event of the Holy Ghost being given to empower and administer the newly formed church.  Also of note, in every reference to the reception of the Holy Spirit (individually) after the book of Acts is in the past or fulfilled tense (Ro 5:5, 1Co 2:12, 3:16, 6:19, etc).   The confusion centers around there being a delay to actually receiving the Holy Spirit once saved.  This was done in order to show them very clearly that the Holy Ghost was really ‘indwelling’ them: for in the O.T. this never happened.

Furthermore, nowhere in the New Testament do we read of any Christian experiencing Spirit baptism more than once, but regarding the fullness—yes! In other words, the baptism is not repeatable but the fullness is.

There is no command anywhere in the Epistles that Christians should seek the baptism, but there is for the fullness (Eph. 5:18).  If baptism is an experience subsequent to conversion and is as important as tongues, then is it not strange that there is no reference anywhere in the Epistles to seek the baptism?

CHARISMANIA CONTINUED
[Below are a plethora of heresies practiced by many Charismatics today]
Salvation Experience
Through the relying on the sign gifts for proof of salvation there never really is an assurity based in what the Word of God says. Since the Word is weak and the experience is ‘everything’ then it is easy for them to misinterpret the Bible in so-called “difficult” passages like Mk 16:17 and Eph 5:5.  They do not take salvation as solely based on the merits of Christ’s sacrificial death and shed blood.  They wrongly assume that some “experience” they had is the “proof” of their salvation.  Many (most) are not even saved and therefore have no salvation to lose.  Their faith is not in the Word but in the Experience.  

There are many verses teaching the eternal security of the believer, such as:  Jn 3:16, 2Co 5:17, Hb 10:14, Jn 10:28, Jn 6:40, Eph 4:30, Jn 5:24, Ro 11:6, etc.  [There are many excellent lessons on the eternal security of the believer available thru this church.]

Laughing Revival

South African Evangelist Rodney Howard-Browne is the instigator of the laughing revivals. Brown claims that in 1979, at the age of 17, he demanded that God “either come down here and touch me, or I’m going to die and come up there and touch you!”  He was seeking the “Baptism of Fire”.  Soon after this Browne reported the following: "The fire of God came on me. It started on my head and went right down to my feet. His power burned in my body and stayed like that for four days. I thought I was going to die. I thought He was going to kill me. I was plugged into heaven's electric light supply and since then, my desire has been to go and plug other people in. My whole body was on fire from the top of my head to the soles of my feet and out of my belly began to flow a river of living water. I began to laugh uncontrollably and then I began to weep and then speak with other tongues"(Fresh Oil from Heaven). He stated that on the 4th day of this that he begged the Lord to end the “annointing”, to which God told him to now go and teach others about this and lay hands on people until they are saturated and drunk with the Holy Ghost.  Later, at one of his internationally attended ‘revivals’ he reported that “the spirit of laughter ministered deeply to the people present for over half an hour. 

Browne, who calls himself the “Holy Ghost Bartender”, was invited to preach at Benny Hinn’s church in Orlando where he proceeded to “minister” to the congregation by crying out “Git em Jesus! Git em!”  Then, many fell down and began to laugh uncontrollably which got so out of hand that Hinn walked out of the services and vowed never to invite Browne back again.     Browne subsequently has trained many so called “missionaries” of the Laughing Revival who have been sent out across the nation and the world.

Jesus Only
The United Pentecostals were disfellowshipped from the Assembly of God for their outrageous view that there is no real Triune Godhead, but that in various dispensations God is revealed in different personas; i.e. in this dispensation God is known as Jesus, and that baptism is in the name of Jesus only.  This is utter blasphemy and must wrest countless Bible passages clearly stating the Triune Godhead (1Jn 5:7…of course this is not in the Bible’s they use).

Holy Spirit Centerred

This is the ‘over-emphasis’ of the Holy Spirit in the teachings, worship, and practice of a church.  The Charismatics seem to have every message centerred around the workings and power of the Holy Ghost.  No doubt that the Holy Ghost is real and powerful, but the Bible solidly teaches that He is to point to Jesus Christ and Him alone (Jn 15:26).  Even Pentacostals do this but yet in the fashion of teaching that He is the ‘Spirit of Christ’.  Anything that leads one away from the Lord Jesus Christ is of the spirit of the AntiChrist, even if it ‘sounds good and well meaninged’.  What ‘spirit’ are they centerring around anyways?!

Holy Ghost Glue

After people are slain in the spirit at some of these Charismatic meetings, they sometimes feel a sensation like being  "stuck to the floor" and unable to rise up from it for some time. This is believed by those involved to be a manifesta-tion of the power of God, and is often referred to as "Holy Ghost glue."  This is nowhere even alluded to in the Scriptures.  There is indeed an ‘overpowering’ by ‘a spirit’, but what spirit is this?  Does it sound holy?  It sounds ‘strange’!

Word-Faith Movement

This is a brance of the general Charismatic movement.  It is very prominently portrayed on the Trinity Broadcasting Network, which is the most powerful televangelistic programming in the country.  The Word-Faith teachers teach that the Bible truly promises perfect health and unlimited prosperity (aka the “prosperity gospel”) to ‘all’ believers.  If someone is in poverty or poor health then it is because they do not understand the ‘promises’ in the Bible for them.  They teach that the way to appropriate this healing and prosperity is through the ‘power of the tongue’ and to confess ones own faith in the Biblical promises of God (though always misinterpreted).  Once one confesses, or proclaims, a promise, the this is considered ‘legally binding’ for God to act on.  Thus God Himself is controlled by the power of the believer’s tongue!  God spoke and it happened…likewise for the believer.  They will teach that it is wrong to state in the prayer “if it be your will Lord”, for that would indicate you don’t know His will and therefore cannot claim it.  Utter nonsense!

Positive Confession

Mixed in with the “Word-Faith” movement is positive confession.  It centers on the (wrong) premise that using the spoken word we can ‘re-create’ our future (and present).  They use “positive imagery” which is the occultic practice involving ‘visualizing the thing being done’.  They visualize it and say it and therefore it is…     This must all be done in the ‘positive’ sense; as opposed to curses (somewhat like black majick).  Basically, through positive confession one just demands and insists that the ‘problem’ go away and it must.  This fits in very nicely with the New Age Movement and many of their teachings.

Hundred-fold Blessing

A number of leaders in this movement use a gimmick called the “Hundred-fold Blessing” in order to (assum-edly) increase donations from the ‘live’ audience and the millions watching on tv.  The preacher will state that God has just informed him that for a ‘limited time only’ He will give 100 fold increase to any donations given during this short time of opportunity.  Not a bad marketing scheme indeed!  God can give 100 fold increase to our spiritual efforts for Him, but He does not act in this ridiculous fashion at all.

Five-fold Ministry

The term five-fold ministry is a catch-phrase in certain Charismatic circles to explain a belief that there were some missing leadership officess in Christendom until recently. Their concern is based on Eph 4:11-13 which speaks on God giving the churches apostles and prophets. Evangelist, pastor and teacher have always been accepted offices, but not apostle and prophet. Both Catholicism and Protestantism refuses these last 2 offices.  Charismatics believe that it is absolutely necessary to restore these 2 offices (making a total of 5 they say) in order for God’s church to function properly.  The church needs appropriate leadership.  Thus today there are a number of groups with their own self proclaimed apostles and prophets.  These are given great authority and are basically followed blindly…just like a ‘cult’ leader.

Open and Continuing Revelation

This is the (wrong) view that God continues today to reveal ‘new’, extrabiblical truths and prophecies to certain men and women of God.  Somewhat like ‘ex-Cathedra’ with the Pope as the Vicar of Christ.  As the ‘apostle’ receives the ‘word of knowledge’ it is imparted to the church, or crusade, as authoritative as the (perverted) Bible that they hold in their hands (usually is under their chair though).  Just think how dangerous this is!

Power Evangelism
Vineyard Movement champions this heresy which asserts that it is absolutely necessary in our time for the preaching of the Gospel to be accompanied by powerful manifestations of healing, demonic deliverance, "words of knowledge," and other supernatural activities such as participants being slain in the spirit.  They believe that without these ‘signs’ the hearers of the Gospel won’t believe.  Their “gospel” is usually a generic, ecumenical, infantile, phrase like ‘just believe in Jesus’, or simply ‘ask Jesus in your life’.  Gal 1:6,9 states that these preaching ‘another gospel’ are to be ‘anathema’!  This is not evangelism, and the signs don’t make it powerful either.

Kingdom Now

It is the designation of a movement that states Christians do not need to wait for the 2nd Coming of Christ in order to set up His earthly kingdom.  It can be performed right now.  Sad to say, millions of Catholics and Protestants have believed this way for centuries already.  Charismatics agree with these that Christians will gain dominion over earthly society and then, and only then, will Jesus Christ return.  This is also known as “Dominion Theology” and “Reconstructionism”.  

Latter Rain

This refers to the belief that we are experiencing a prophesied major outpouring of the Holy Spirit, evidenced by supernatural manifestations, which is to come before the Return of Christ.  They believe the ‘early rain’ was that during the Book of Acts.  The ‘latter rain’ is the modern day repeat of this early rain.  The problem is that the ‘latter rain’ is referring to that in the Book of Acts and all during this dispensation.  The prophecy in Joel was fulfilled in Acts, not now!

Third Wave

Charismatics believe that their movement’s development has happened in 3 distinct waves of the Holy Spirit: first, early 1900’s restoration of Pentecostalism; second, mid 1900’s modernized and popularized Pentecostalism; and third, the signs and wonders movement of today, along with apostles and prophets.  Some now are even teaching a ‘fourth wave’ involving restoration in preparation for the return of Jesus Christ.

Deliverance Ministry

This deals with the present day ‘gift’ of ‘casting out demons’.  The ministry basically centers around this ‘practice’, and searches out for those that are in ‘bondage’ and attempts to deliver them.  They believe that they still have the authority and power today to command devils to come out of people.  An extreme of this ministry is the attachment of devil oppression/possesion to just about every disease, problem, and sin one may have.  The gift of ‘exorcism’ was a sign gift that passed away…these folk will end up like the 7 sons of Sciva, no doubt!

Spiritual mapping and Territorial Spirits

Charismatics teach that we need to research the secular and religious history of a city, region, in order to determine the names and characteristics of possible ‘ruling spirits’ over the area.  They state that we must know the name of the ‘strongman’ in order to command him to be bound and cast out.  It is probably true that there are ‘territorial spirits’, i.e. spirit ‘princes’ that are in charge of areas;  but it is not true how they say to go about to get rid of them.  The Charismatics tell of a simple formula for take over an area for God:  proclaim a fast with prayer; identify the principality over the area; determine its exact geographical location; call the spirit by name;  command it in ‘Jesus’ name to leave at once.  They desire for leaders to ‘map’ areas out to begin to reclaim whole regions for Jesus.  “Jericho Walks” are conducted around cities uttering incantations in Jesus’ name (March for Jesus).

They practice ‘ritual exorcism’ of people, pets, and even personal environments through spoken commands.  They ‘plead the blood of Christ’ verbally to devils and draw ‘bloodlines’ around an area to protect it.  They audibly pray over every oriface of one’s body to prevent devil entry.  There is an almost continual playing of Contemporary Christian praise music in order to deter devils from the immediate surroundings.  They attempt invocations for the Holy Spirit to come down by practicing a repetition of sung choruses, interspersed by spoken commands.  They practice a visualized adorning of oneself in a suit of spiritual armour each day, and its removal upon retiring at night.

Christian, remember, The devil is the god of this world and will be until Jesus Christ comes to reign;  devil activity and powers will get worse and worse before He comes.  We have no power against the Devil…but God does.  We are to rely on God only and not ‘special powers’ and ‘commands’ (see Michael’s statement in Jude).

BAPTISTS BEWARE

The Charasmatic movement is sweeping across the world and sucking into its flock Catholics, Buddhists, Mormons, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Fundamentalists, and even Spiritists.  All belief systems in the world seem to be joining up with the practicing of these sign gifts, and this is their common bond to which they fellowship with each other.  The Devil is fast putting together a one-world religion whose common denominator is the control of devils themselves (these sign gifts today are of “another spirit”)!  The Charasmatic movement is extremely dangerous to both Christians and the lost today.   The center of their system is having an “experience” with God, and it is loosely based on the Bible.  “If it feels good then it must be good” seems to be their motto.   The Devil wants to bring in confusion about salvation, the operation of the Holy Spirit, and where we are to find the truth of God.  And, he has done a lot to bring all these dangerous heresies into sound Bible believing Baptist churches today.  We have God’s Spirit who will only lead us into God’s truth (Jn 8:31), and know that the Word of God is more trustworthy than even ‘visions’ (2Pe 1:16+), and that we need nothing other than His Word to make us perfect and throughly furnished until all good works (2Ti 3:16,17).  We have all we need right now; we don’t need these Charismatic heretical experiences and practices.  Oh beware dear Christian; the Devil so wants to deceive you and put you in bondage (2Th 2:9-11).  Trust God’s word, not experiences or feelings
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