 catholicism

  what it teaches

Is the Catholic church Christian?   Just because they are different doesn’t mean they are bad.   Why can’t we just all get along together as the “body of Christ”?  Who are we to judge anyways?
These are common statements made from “Christians” concerning Catholicism.  Catholicism is by far the largest religious system on the face of the earth.  It is also the most powerful.  The goal with this booklet is to warn Catholics of the errors of their beliefs, and to better equip saints to witness effectively to the lost.    The following is a somewhat brief overview of Catholicism as it stands today.

Where did Catholicism come from?

A. Pagan Roots:   Much of its symbolisms and non-Bible based beliefs come directly from paganism; all the way back to Nimrod and Semiramus.  With the mixture of paganism and Christianity come a host of perverted doctrines from the Bible that were made Catholic dogma over the years. These will be discussed shortly.
B.  Political Roots:   Emperor Constantine (313 AD) attempted to combine Christianity, which was very powerful at the time, with the official pagan religion of the government and its peoples.  With these two groups merged, the emporer had great power and later came great persecution to those that didn’t join with them (i.e. Baptists).  During the next 1200+ years over 50 million Christians (mostly Baptists) were tortured and put to death.
What does Catholicism teach?

A. The Church:  It is “universal”, or “Catholic” [99/114  occurrences in Bible clearly “local” and “visible”].  They state that “it is through Christ’s Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help towards salvation, that the fulness of the means of salvation can be obtained…and it is the establishment “on earth the one Body of Christ in to which all those should be fully incorporated who belong in any way t the people of God”.  They teach that it was founded upon Peter, the first “pope” [Mt 16:18, Mt 8:14], and that it is the only true church [no resemblence to the first church, but resembles the “whore” of Revelation].
B.  The Bible:  At the Council of Trent it was put into law that whoever “rejects” the 12 apocryphal books as being equal with the other 66 books, “let him be anathema” [Pr 30:6, Rv 22:18]. ].  Church tradition is of equal force as the Scriptures [Mk 7:6-13].
C.  The Pope:  The pope is taught to have, by reason of his office as “Vicar of Christ”, and as pastor of the entire”Church”, “full supreme and universal power over the whole church, a power which he can always exercise unhindered.  The pope, when sitting with the “college of Bishops” exercises “infallability” in his pronouncements and they “must be adhered to with the obedience of faith” [Mt 16:18, 1Ti 2:5, Mt 23:9].
D.  The Priests:  “One who desires to obtain reconciliation with God and with the Church, must confess to a priest all the unconfessed grave sins he remembers after having carefully examined his conscience” [1Ti 2:5, Mk 2:7, 1Jn 1:9, 2:1].

E.  Penance:  Being one of the Seven Sacraments, it is the act of confessing sins to a priest and doing good deeds and various rituals according to the instruction of the priest in order to show sorrow for having sinned and to help make restitution for the sin.  It involves a systematic ritual of “praying the rosary” (repeating 10 “Hail Mary’s” and 1 “Our Father” series a total of 15 times.  [Eph 2:8,9; Ro 4:3-5] 
F.  Purgatory:  “All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation, but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven” [2Co 5:8, Jn 5:24, Lk 16:22-26].
G.  The Mass:  “By the consecration (by the Priest) the transubstantiation of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ is brought about…Who “Himself, living and glorious, is present in a true, real and substantial manner: His Body and His Blood, with His soul and His divinity”.  “The Catholic Church has always offered and still offers to the sacrament of the Eucharist the cult of adoration, not only during Mass, but also outside of it, reserving the consecrated hosts with the utmost care…and carrying them in procession”.  It is not a “memorial” but a “re-sacrifice” of Christ again and again by the priest on the altar [Hb 9:24-28, Mt 26:26-28. 1Co 11:25,26].
H.  Mariolatry:  Pope John Paul II states that “Mary is the path that leads to Christ…make room ‘for Mary in your’ daily lives, acknowledging her providential role in the path of salvation”; this is the doctrine of Mary as Co-Redemtrix [Hb 1:3, Jn 14:6, 1Ti 2:5].  The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception states “let all the children of the Catholic Church…continue to venerate, invoke, and pray to the most blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God, conceived without original sin” [Lk 1:46,47; Ro 3:10,23].  The doctrine of the Assumption states that Mary “was assumed body and soul into heaven shortly after her death”.  The doctrine of the Perpetual Virgin states that “the Blessed Virgin had no child other than Jesus” [ Ps 69:8, Mt 13:54-56].  The doctrine of Queen of Heaven states that “the Immaculate Virgin was exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things” [Jer 44:18,19 is the only reference to “queen of Heaven” in the Bible].  The doctrine of the Mother of God is spoken of by Pope John Paul II:  “Mary is recognized and venerated as the true Mother of God and the Redeemer…she contributed effectively to our spiritual birth and to the development of the life of grace within us” [Jn 19:26,27; 1Jn 5:7].
I.  The Seven Sacraments:  The Roman Catholic Church teaches that Jesus purchased salvation and has given it to the Church for distribution to men through the “sacraments”.  They state that the “sacrament is an outward sign instituted by Christ to give grace”. “In Baptism we are reborn of water and the Holy Spirit…it is in the baptismal water that we are reborn to a new life, that life in the Spirit who makes us children of God”.  “In Confirmation the baptized receive the Spirit poured out on the apostles at Pentecost…”.  Through the observance of the Eucharist, the participants are thought to receive spiritual nourishment and blessing.  In Penance forgiveness is granted for post-baptismal sins through a prescribed act.  Through Marriage within the Holy Catholic Church, the members are “strengthened with ever new graces against the difficulties of life”.  In Holy Orders, special graces are given for enterring the priesthood or the nunery.  And, finally, in Extreme Unction, “when it is received with sorrow for the sins of our whole lives…’it’ should complete the process of necessary purification.  But if a man…is still not perfectly purified at the moment of death, God will still cleanse him in another way, for nothing defiled can enter heaven…This is the function of Purgatory, to complete the process of purification, of transformation into Christ”. [Tit 3:5-7, Jn 1:12, Eph 1:7, Acts 10:43, Ro 4:4,5; 11:6]
Quotes taken mostly from “The Catechism of The Catholic Church, 1992”
Listing of the major “ex-cathedra” pronouncements:

1.  Prayers for the dead .....300 AD
2.  Making the sign of the cross .....300 AD
3.  Veneration of angels & dead saints .....375 A.D
4.  Use of images in worship .....375 A D.
5.  The Mass as a daily celebration .....394 AD
6.  Beginning of the exaltation of Mary; the term, "Mother of God" applied at 

     Council of Ephesus .....431 AD.
7.  Extreme Unction (Last Rites) .....526 AD
8.  Doctrine of Purgatory-Gregory I .....593 AD
9.  Prayers to Mary & dead saints .....600 AD
10. Worship of cross, images & relics .....786 AD
11. Canonization of dead saints .....995 AD
12. Celibacy of priesthood .....1079 AD
13. The Rosary .....1090 AD
14. Indulgences .....1190 AD
15. Transubstantiation-Innocent III .....1215 AD
16. Auricular Confession of sins to a priest .....1215 AD
17. Adoration of the wafer (Host) .....1220 AD
18. Cup forbidden to the people at communion .....1414 AD
19. Purgatory proclaimed as a dogma .....1439 AD
20. The doctrine of the Seven Sacraments confirmed .....1439 AD 
21. Tradition declared of equal authority with Bible by Council of Trent…1545 
22. Apocryphal books added to Bible .....1546 AD
23. Immaculate Conception of Mary .....1854 AD
24. Infallibility of the pope in matters of faith and morals, proclaimed by the 

     Vatican Council .....1870 AD
25. Assumption of the Virgin Mary (bodily ascension into heaven shortly after 

      her death) .....1950 AD
26. Mary proclaimed Mother of the Roman Catholic Church .....1965 AD

The Catholic Church still affirms all these (false) doctrines (see the Vatican II readings) and so we might assume that most Catholics today are taught them and are trusting in them for salvation and spiritual growth.  The horror of it all is that everyone of these is contrary to scripture and will sink a person deep into Hell, no matter how “sincere” the ‘good Catholic’ was.  We must warn our dear Catholic friends and acquaintances of these errors and point them to the truths of the Bible.  Will you help warn the hundreds of millions who believe these lies?!
PASTOR DAVID WARNER
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