                                     -2-
SALVATION BY WORKS

After baptism a person is considered to be born again and part of the body of Christ, the Church. Spiritual life is received at baptism, supposedly.  “Baptism makes people members of the body of Christ and of the people of God. It takes away their sins, makes them a new creation and the adopted children of Christ, and it is important to notice that all this is effected `by water and the Holy Spirit.' The Spirit is given in baptism, too.” [The Order of Baptism, an official Catholic publication published in 1969.]  This new life is said to be nurtured and kept alive through Confirmation, Mass, Penance and the other sacraments of the Catholic Church. To sum up the Roman Catholic doctrine of salvation we will use the words of another of their theologians:  “The seven sacraments are the necessary means established by Christ through which His redeeming, life-giving, sanctifying grace is imparted to individuals' souls. You must centre your life upon the sacraments established by Christ if you want to save your soul. . Accept the sacraments with deep faith, and love them as necessary means of salvation. ... The sacraments are the source of your real life, the divine life that will unite you with God in this world and in eternity. Let nothing make you think that you can get along without the sacraments. Without them your soul must die. ... If you don't receive the sacraments at all, you don't receive grace. If you don't receive them properly, that is, if you receive them seldom and with little devotion, you receive less grace” (L.G. Lovasik, The Eucharist in Catholic Life, pp. 14,15). [Titus 3:5, Ro 4:4-6, Eph 2:8,9, Ro 11:6]

CHURCH TRADITION = TO SCRIPTURE

Church tradition is “as” authoritative as the Holy Scriptures (Mk 7:6-13). This is why there are so many heretical teachings in Catholicism; because their tradition, whatever a pope or “the council” think to be important, is proclaimed as fully true and fully authoritatitve, when it is not at all.
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It is not from sacred scripture alone that the Church draws her certainty about everything which has been revealed. Therefore both sacred tradition and sacred scripture are to be accepted and venerated with the same sense of loyalty and reverence. It is clear, therefore, that sacred tradition, sacred scripture and the teaching authority of the Church. ... are so linked and joined together that one cannot stand without the others. ... Sacred theology rests on the written word of God, together with sacred tradition, as its primary and perpetual foundation (Vatican Council II, "Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation"). 

Furthermore, their belief on the Bible is in error:  At the Council of Trent it was put into law that whoever “rejects” the 12 apocryphal books as being equal with the other 66 books, “let him be anathema” [Pr 30:6, Rv 22:18]. 

THE ONE UNIVERSAL CHURCH

It is “universal”, or “Catholic” [99/114  occurrences in Bible clearly “local” and “visible”].  They state that “it is through Christ’s Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help towards salvation, that the fulness of the means of salvation can be obtained…and it is the establishment “on earth the one Body of Christ in to which all those should be fully incorporated who belong in any way to the people of God”. Furthermore, "The Catholic Church believes, professes and proclaims that no one living outside the Catholic Church, not only pagans, but both Jews, heretics and schismatics, can become partakers of eternal life, but will go into eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels unless before the end of life they become members of it [the Catholic Church]" (Council of Florence, 1439, "The Decree for the Arminians").   They teach that it was founded upon Peter, the first “pope” [Mt 16:18, Lk 22:32], and that it is the only true church [no resemblence to the first church, but resembles the “whore” of Revelation].  Furthermore,  “This is the sole Church of Christ which in the Creed we profess to 
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be one, holy, catholic and apostolic, which our Saviour, after his resurrection, entrusted to Peter's pastoral care. ... This Church, constituted and organized as a society in the present world, subsists in the Catholic Church, which is governed by the successor of Peter and by the bishops in communion with him” (Vatican Council II, p. 329).  [The Lord’s churches continued through the Dark Ages despite enormous Catholic persecution: see The Trail of Blood, or Baptist History by GH Orchard]

PAPAL POWER

For the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as Vicar of Christ, namely, and as pastor of the entire Church, has full, supreme and universal power over the whole Church, a power which he can always exercise unhindered" (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, chap. 3, 22, p. 344). The pope, when sitting with the “college of Bishops” exercises “infallability” in his pronouncements and they “must be adhered to with the obedience of faith”.  The Gospel has been “entrusted it to blessed Peter, the key-bearer of heaven, and to his successors who are Christ’s vicars on earth, so that they may distribute it to the faithful for their salvation.”  [Mt 16:19, 1Ti 2:5, Mt 23:9]
THE PRIESTHOOD

The priesthood is taken from the Old Testament teachings [1Pe 2:5,9].  The Catholic priests are said to take the place of God and Christ, being called Lord, Father, and Melchizedek [Mk 12:29, Mt 23:9, He 7:3].  The priests are supposedly responsible for mediating between God and man [1 Ti 2:5].  And, the priests are said to have the power to forgive sins [Mk 2:7].  Catholic doctrine teaches that “one who desires to obtain reconciliation with God and with the Church, must confess to a priest all the unconfessed grave sins he remembers after having carefully examined his conscience”.
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THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that Jesus purchased salvation and has given it to the Church for distribution to men through the “sacraments”.  They state that the “sacrament is an outward sign instituted by Christ to give grace”. “In Baptism we are reborn of water and the Holy Spirit…it is in the baptismal water that we are reborn to a new life, that life in the Spirit who makes us children of God”.  “In Confirmation the baptized receive the Spirit poured out on the apostles at Pentecost…”.  Through the observance of the Eucharist, the participants are thought to receive spiritual nourishment and blessing.  Penance is the act of confessing sins to a priest and doing good deeds and various rituals according to the instruction of the priest in order to show sorrow for having sinned and to help make restitution for the sin.  It involves a systematic ritual of “praying the rosary” (repeating 10 “Hail Mary’s” and 1 “Our Father” series a total of 15 times.  [Eph 2:8,9; Ro 4:3-5]. Through Marriage within the Holy Catholic Church, the members are “strengthened with ever new graces against the difficulties of life”.  In Holy Orders, special graces are given for enterring the priesthood or the nunery.  And, finally, in Extreme Unction,  in the Roman Catholic ritual for the dying, the priest anoints the person with oil, makes signs, and pronounces blessings over him. The dying person is to make last confession of his sins at this time and can take the Eucharist. When it is received with sorrow for the sins of our whole lives…’it’ should complete the process of necessary purification.  But if a man…is still not perfectly purified at the moment of death, God will still cleanse him in another way, for nothing defiled can enter heaven…This is the function of Purgatory, to complete the process of purification, of transformation into Christ”. [Tit 3:5-7, Jn 1:12, Eph 1:7, Acts 10:43, Ro 4:4,5; 11:6]

Quotes taken mostly from “The Catechism of The Catholic Church, 1992”
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THE MASS

“By the consecration (by the Priest) the transubstantiation of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ is brought about…Who “Himself, living and glorious, is present in a true, real and substantial manner: His Body and His Blood, with His soul and His divinity”.  “The Catholic Church has always offered and still offers to the sacrament of the Eucharist the cult of adoration, not only during Mass, but also outside of it, reserving the consecrated hosts with the utmost care…and carrying them in procession”.  It is not a “memorial” but a “re-sacrifice” of Christ again and again by the priest on the altar [Hb 9:24-28, Mt 26:26-28. 1Co 11:25,26].

MARIOLATRY

Pope John Paul II states that “Mary is the path that leads to Christ…make room ‘for Mary in your’ daily lives, acknowledging her providential role in the path of salvation”; this is the doctrine of Mary as Co-Redemtrix [Hb 1:3, Jn 14:6, 1Ti 2:5].  The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception states “let all the children of the Catholic Church…continue to venerate, invoke, and pray to the most blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God, conceived without original sin” [Lk 1:46,47; Ro 3:10,23].  The doctrine of the Assumption states that Mary “was assumed body and soul into heaven shortly after her death”.  The doctrine of the Perpetual Virgin states that “the Blessed Virgin had no child other than Jesus” [ Ps 69:8, Mt 13:54-56].  The doctrine of Queen of Heaven states that “the Immaculate Virgin was exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things” [Jer 44:18,19 is the only reference to “queen of Heaven” in the Bible].  The doctrine of the Mother of God is spoken of by Pope John Paul II:  “Mary is recognized and venerated as the true Mother of God and the Redeemer…she contributed effectively to our spiritual birth and to the development of the life of grace within us” [Jn 19:26,27; 1Jn 5:7].
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