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     “You have a bloody religion” has been shouted to Bible believing Christians for hundreds of years.  And yes we do have a bloody religion.  It is full of blood.  It is totally based on blood.  Blood runs throughout our belief.  If not for the blood we would be most miserable of all.  But, many Baptists are now shouting the same line and are calling the blood of Jesus Christ merely symbolic and are even changing the meaning of it in the Bible to “death”.  John MacArthur beware, the blood is necessary.

     It is most important to understand that both the blood and death were required by Old Testament law.  Romans 5:9,10 clearly shows the importance of His blood in that we are justified “by His blood”.  In Leviticus chapters one through nine the word death is used 22 times, but the word blood is used 44 times!  Again we see that both the blood and death were required for atonement.  Blood is blood and death is death.  No other definition is logical.  

     The life of man is in the blood (Le 17:11,14).  Death can not occur without a problem in the blood.  The blood is key to evoke death.  Furthermore, God’s law demands death and the shedding of blood for transgression (Le 17:11, Ez 18:4, Ro 6:23.  Hebrews 9:22 states “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without the shedding of blood there is no remission”.  How are we redeemed?  It is by the blood, as clearly seen in 1 Peter 1:18,19 which reads “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”

     What does Jesus Christ’s shed blood do for the believer?  It justifies:  Rom 5:9 “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.”  It unifies:  1 Cor 10:16 “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”  It provides eternal redemption and forgiveness: Eph 1:7 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.”

It brings us near to God:  Eph 2:13 “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.”  It grants access into God’s prescence:  Heb 10:19 “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus”.   It sanctifies:  Heb 13:12 “Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.”  It cleanses from all sin:   1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”  It frees from sins:  Rev 1:5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood”.   And it gives victory over Satan:  Rev 12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”

     There is no way one can change the obvious, overwhelming importance of the necessity of the shedding of the Savior’s blood in order to atone for man’s sins…..unless you deny the Scriptures!

