KNOWING YOUR BIBLE
HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?

DESIRE?
For He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness (Psa. 107:9).

Does your soul “long” for, is it “hungry for” the Word of God?!  Do you sometimes getting hunger pains for it?  Most of our souls are longing for filling with worldly pleasures, sad to say.
I have esteemed the Words of His mouth more than my necessary food  (Job 23:12).   
How hungry are you?!  Do you understand how “necessary”, how important the Word of God is for your life?!  What does it feel like to go without one meal…without food for a day….for a week?!  What is more necessary?!
1 Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby 

A baby for sure has strong ‘desire’ for milk.  It will cry long and hard until it is given it.  How much do you desire it?  Even just simply the basics, the milk of the Word?  Even babies desire it…do you?
How sweet are Thy Words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth (Psa. 119:103). 
Do you find anything “sweet” in you reading/studying or in being taught the Word of God?  Is it bittersweet?  Is it bland?  Do you have a “taste” for it?  Is it sweeter than honey??!  It is suppose to be!
PROBLEMS?
1 Cor 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.
We are suppose to be growing in our apetite for the Word of God, but most are “not able to bear it”.  Why can’t you eat more? Why can’t you start eating more meatier items?  What is preventing you?  Apetite is stronger for fleshly than spiritual;  Growing is a long, slow process;  you can even get growing pains.
Heb 5:12-14 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Many of you should be teachers by now.  But, you may not be because of limited knowledge…or simply because you are not willing to.  Why do you “have need” to be taught again the basics?!  Don’t remember?  Don’t try to remember?  Lack of use?  No apetite.
Do you see the “need”?  You are in desperate need of at least milk, if not strong meat!  Get your apetite fired up for strong meat.  There is no real excuse for some of you!
PASTORS?
Col 1:9-10

9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Oh how your pastor desires for you to be “filled with the knowledge of” the Word of God!  He knows that it will help you so much.  Your pastor will keep on feeding you every chance he can.  He desires you to desire it. 
Eph 4:11-13 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
God “gave” to some men the gift of being a pastor and teacher.  The gift is to be used to help you, the members of this church.  One key area is the pastor helping you each to be edified, nourished, fed, so you can grow together, unified, in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, which is all found in the Word of God, especially the N.T..
Col 2:6-7

6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

Your pastor and teacher is trying to get you rooted, built strong, stablished firmly in the “faith”, the faith once delivered to the saints; basically all the clear teachings of the Bible.  Will you let him do this?  Will you cheer him on in this endeavor?   
INCREASE
2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

We are basically expected (even commanded) to grow in knowledge of Jesus Christ, the Word of God.  So, how are you doing in this?  What are you planning to do to improve this?
2 Peter 1:5-8 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness. And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

You learn some of the basic things (salvation, baptism, church, what is good/bad) and then you need to be “adding” to this knowledge base more and more.  Add to your faith.  How much have you added to this lately? in the past year? in your whole life?!
Eph 4:11-16 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

How much should we learn anyways?  Just the basics?  As much as we care too?    Here it shows we are to gain knowledge to the point that we are “perfect”, “unto the measure” that Jesus Christ has…He is the example.  We are to have “the mind of Christ”.  That’s a lot of knowledge.  It will take a lifetime of deep study for this to ever be close to happening!  One key reason for increasing in knowledge so much is to protect us from slipping into error.  Error is waxing worse and worse here in these last days.  Also, it will help the whole body, the church, grow and be healthy.
Acts 9:21-22

21 But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?

22 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.

Most people around you probably don’t know of your faith.  As you gain knowledge, you will be more likely to want to share it and you will be more and more prepared, stronger with the Word, to “confound”, to explain, to correct error, of the folk in your town, especially concerning the doctrine of Jesus Christ.  Step out of your “closet” and prepare to increase in strength and tell the decieved, the uninformed the beautiful truth of the Scriptures.
Matt 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
What are we suppose to be “living off of” anyways?  Here a little there a little?  Just the basics?  Whatever I feel like? No!  “Every Word”!  That means you need to “know” every word in this Bible.  Be aware of it, understand it, use it!  We all have a lot more studying that needs to be done!  
Pastor David Warner

Faithful Baptist Church

Omak,  Washington
