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A.  THE FIRST TRUE BAPTIST CHURCH IN THE USA

In 1638 Dr. John Clarke began this church in Rhode Island.  This was 1 year prior to Roger Williams’ baptism (history books show him as the first, mistakedly).  This church birthed other churches into the colonies little by little.  Most were very small (around 12 members or so).  In 1700 there were 24 churches with a total of 839 members.  By 1790 there were 979 churches with 67,000 members.  In 1863 the first Baptist church in the state of Washington was established.

B.  DIVISIVE ISSUES IN THE 1600 & 1700’S

Four hot issues seemed to divide Baptists of this era:
1. Particular (Calvinistic = only the ‘elect’ can be saved;  later branced off as “stricts”) vs. General (Armenian = everyone eventually will be saved;  can lose salvation) atonement.

2.  Six Principle vs Five Principle Baptists (the sixth was the laying on of hands required for any new converts).

3.  Sabbath hallowing vs Sunday hallowing (the Seventh Day Baptists were very strong then in Rhode Island).

4.  Singing vs Silence in the church services.

C.  THE GREAT AWAKENING REVIVAL & SPLITS
In 1743 the First Baptist Church of Boston (a very prominant one of that day) split over whether to be seeking after this type of “revival” or not to.  The pro-revival ones were called “Separate Baptists” (maybe Holy Spirit centered, emotional) and the anti-revivalists were “Regular Baptists” (very orderly, rule oriented).

D.  ASSOCIATIONS & SOCIETIES BEGIN FORMING

The 1800’s saw many of these begin, with the American Revolutionary War paving the way for churches to be closer geographically, thus making these more likely to evolve.  The above divisive issues were generally how the ‘associations’ were birthed from.  By 1800 there were already 48 associations.  The Philadelphia Assoc. was the most influencial of these and they wanted to form a ‘national conference’ to unite all these associations (the birth of Baptist denominationalism).  Societies were centered more on ‘good causes’ rather than divisive issues.  There were 3 large societies in this era:  Triennial Society (1814, centered around foreign missions);  Baptist General Tract Society (1824, centered around tract distribution); and American Baptist Home Mission Society (home missions).
E.  THE GREAT SPLIT
In Georgia (1845) the Triennial Convention split into a separate large group called the Southern Baptist Convention.  They split over the issue of slavery;  they were for it.  The rest of the Triennials remained ‘unnamed’ until 1908, when they formed into the Northern Baptist Convention.  
F.  THE SOUTHERN SPLITS

1.  In 1899, the “Landmarkers” broke off from the SBC due to the SBC’s universal church stand and ecumenicism.  They soon split into two associations – the Baptist Missionary Assoc. and the American Baptist Assoc..  These later assimilated with the pro-missionary churches of the NBC and are now known as Missionary Baptists.
2.  In 1956, the “Southwide Baptist Fellowship” formed via breaking away from the SBC due to the SBC’s unseparated ecumenical direction.  Folks like JR Rice and Lee Roberson were instrumental in this.  They are now generally accepted to be Independant Baptists.
G.  THE NORTHERN SPLITS
1.  In 1923, the Baptist Bible Union formed as a triple split from the SBC (led by J Frank Norris), the NBC (led by Riley), and Canada (led by Shields).  They were united together on their fundamental conservative stand.  

2.  In 1932, the General Association of Regular Baptist Churches (GARBC) formed via a split off the NBC and a uniting with a split from the BBU.

3.  In 1947, the Conservative Baptist Association was formed out of the NBC due to liberalism in the NBC.  The CBA though was still quite moderate in their stance and would not align with more conservative factions.

4.  The mainliners left in the NBC formed the American Baptist Churches of the USA in 1950, and today are one of the most liberal of all so-called Baptist church groups.
H.  THE FUNDAMENTALIST SPLITS

1.  In 1928, the BBU split into the GARBC and the World Baptist Fellowship (WBF).  The GARBC remains today as does the WBF, with the WBF staying much more fundamental than their counterparts.  

2.  The Baptist Bible Fellowship was formed in 1950 due to scandals rocking the WBF.  Both are fairly fundamental and very large amongst so-called Independants.
I.  WHO ARE REALLY THE INDEPENDANTS

As these above fellowships have grown, they have metamorphisized into hierarchial, parachurch “associations” and are not truly scriptural independant.  All churches aligned with the BBF, WBF, SBF, ABA, GARBC, etc., are in danger of not being scripturally correct in their independancy.  True independant Baptist churches today are just that, independant of any association, etc.  They have to name themselves to help clarify their position though.  Some of these titles are: Independant Baptist, Unaffiliated Baptists, Historical Baptists, Bible Believing Baptists.  As these names gain popularity, they too will have splits over issues; new groups will be formed, and the cycle will keep repeating itself.  The real danger in forming into “groups” is the natural tendancy of man to want to stand out of the crowd, and to control things.  It is best to remain a individual church that is Baptist in faith and practice and totally independant of all affiliations, associations, fellowships, denominations, and colleges.  Learn from history.
