IMPORTANT TRUTHS TO UNDERSTAND BEFORE YOU ARE BAPTIZED

BELIEF
You must with gladness believe with all your heart that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, your personal Saviour.
Acts 16:30-33 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

Acts 2:41a  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized…
Acts 8:35-37 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

REPENTANCE
Baptism pictures the repentance that has already taken place in your heart.  It is brought about by thankfully understanding that all your sins have been remitted when you believed in the Saviour.  Baptism and repentance go hand in hand.
Acts 13:24 When John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.

Acts 19:4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…

Luke 3:3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;

Ro 6:1-14    …..Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life…… henceforth we should not serve sin…… Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God….. For sin shall not have dominion over you.
IDENTIFICATION
It is important to understand that baptism is purely symbolic and has no merits to salvation.  It pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  It is to symbolize what being saved has done to you: given you new spiritual life to live a godly, holy, Spirit-filled life.  It is an unashamed ‘public declaration’ of an outward picture of what has taken place inwardly in your heart.  
3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?

4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
MEMBERSHIP

Baptism is the door to church membership.  Upon baptism you are immediately placed as a member of one of the Lord’s churches.  With membership comes responsibility.  It is paramount to be in agreement with the entity that you will become a member of.  For membership speaks of one fully supporting the ‘church’ and its beliefs, practices, and philosphies.  Baptism is really showing that you gladly submit to Christ’s authoritative ‘body’ here on Earth.  You are what you’re baptized.
Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
1 Cor 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

Gal 3:26-27 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ .

Matt 3:13-15 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.

Matt 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Matt 21:23-25nd when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority? And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men?...
DESIRE

You should have a great desire and see the great need to be baptized.  It comes out of wanting to please God and obey Him.  It is brought about by God working on your conscience / heart.  It should not be done out of ‘duty’, ‘requirement’, or coersion.

1 Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

Mt 3:15  But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?
Mt 3:16,17  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Acts 8:39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.
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