baptism
what doth hinder you?!
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REPENTENCE

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.   
Everyone who gets saved should be baptized.  The main reason for getting baptized is because of what Jesus Christ did for you on the cross.  Repentance goes hand in hand with getting baptized.  I would seriously wonder if someone has truly “repented” if they are then unwilling to be baptized.

Luke 3:3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;

Baptism needs to be preached all over the place.  Baptism directly displays the repentance that has occurred in one’s heart.  It shows the death to the “old ways” and a direction of “newness” (Ro 6:4).  Water baptism is also known as “baptism of repentance”.  A public display to many around of the change that has taken place in you.

Acts 13:24 When John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.

Another verse supporting all this.  It was preached a lot back then.  But, for some reason, it isn’t preached that much at all now!

Acts 19:4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

John was preparing suitable Christians for membership/disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ and His beginning church.

INTO CHRIST

1 Cor 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

The “we” here are the members of the church that was at Corinth.  The Holy Spirit is the “active” member of the GodHead here on Earth at this time, and it is He that leads us to repent, believe, and then want to be baptized and added to the Baptist church in our town.  The baptism places you into that “one body” of believers;  i.e. the local, visible, autonomous, assembly of born-again, scripturally baptized people that are set apart to carry out the Lord’s work here on Earth until He comes back.  This “one body” is not ‘all the saved’ (see other lessons on “the church”).

Gal 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

This verse reads very similarly to the previous.  This is written directly to the church that was at Galatia.  Their repentance of the old ways and their “putting on” the new ways of Christ were openly testified by their scriptural baptism via the church there.  They immediately became a member of Christ’s body upon their baptism.  Ultimate unity via the Holy Spirit is accomplished by baptism.  This is why “real” Baptists don’t ‘unify’ with groups that believe wrongly on ‘baptism’.  

Salvation gives you a great position as the adopted child of God;  but baptism brings you right into Christ’s body, spiritually speaking.  God intended everyone that got saved to be put into Christ in this special way, but not all follow His command.
Rom 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?

Verse 4 explains this well.  Baptism clearly pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  His body sufferred “death” for us;  baptism places us into this very same body that suffered to death for us;  it is a very special relationship that takes place.  If Christians really understood the incredible seriousness and importance of baptism, then they would not “fight” the issue so much, and gladly submit to the ordinance as it was always designed to be.
JESUS CHRIST’S
Matt 3:13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.

He walked 60 miles, pass many nice bodies of water, to go to only one man in order to be baptized….why?  In other Scripture we see John receiving His authority for baptizing directly from God the Father.  In Mark 11:27-33, Jesus Christ ingeniously explains the incredible importance and authority that John had for baptizing.  He could have answered this many different ways, but He chose this subject because it is paramount in the receiving of spiritual authority here on Earth.
Matt 3:14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?

It was totally illogical to John (and to us);  but, there was a very important reason for it (see next note).

Matt 3:15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.

Jesus Christ was indeed God then (and always), but He willingly limited His power and authority while on Earth then.  He wanted to set the perfect example for us (and did) through baptism.  It passed full God given authority from the Father to John and then to Jesus Christ.  Christ then began His public ministry and started His church, with He Himself as the first member, the pastor.  The authority to baptize is a very important issue.  Jesus Christ, and His church, passed on this authority to other churches that were started from them, and so on and so on, until we are here today with Baptist churches, which directly descended from this first church in Jerusalem.  No other church type has this origin, and thus does not have authority to baptize or do anything else for that matter!
Matt 3:16,17And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

God wanted to show that this passing on of authority in baptism to the starter of the first ever church, was indeed important;  so God performed a miracle here.  The Holy Spirit of God was involved.  God the Father only said this one time about His beloved Son…and it was centerred around His submission to correct authority in baptism!!!!!   We all need to “suffer it to be so” in our own lives so that we can “fulfill all righteousness” for God!

Matt 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

This command is given to the already formed church, the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They alone had the authority to baptize, via that first church.  Later as new churches were started from them, that authority was passed on.  Always passed though by baptism.

WHAT HINDERS YOU FROM BEING BAPTIZED?
Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

Those early Christians were very happy and excited about getting saved and were “all” baptized.  It was a ‘no-brainer’ for them.  There wasn’t very much confusion and error around concerning baptism at that time.  Upon their baptism they were automatically “added” unto the church body (them).  A true repentance and gladness to do whatever God wants should bring a soul to salvation and then immediately to want to be baptized (scripturally).

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

Another verse supporting the simple fact that the only pre-requisite to getting baptized is simply believing the gospel of Jesus Christ.  There are no long “Catechisms” to go through;  no rituals;  no evaluations by ‘councils’;  just genuine desire to follow the Lord.
Acts 8:36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?

The next verse explains the only “scriptural” hindrance;  that is full belief in the gospel of Jesus Christ (i.e. getting saved).  What doth hinder you from getting baptized??  Pride?  Stubborness?   Carelessness?  Ignorance?   Rebellion?  
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